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AL the' beplinning of the 20th century the Tefoollk "tk inos

wtillzed a large arca of northern Foxe Baanin, NLWLTL "By 1969

.
f -

seltt lement was entively centralfzed In two villages, Thia thesia {8 an

analysig of the change= in patterns of scttlement and mobflity that
- * 4 o
have ocenrred as a resalt ot dnercaged Tlokage witle Westerg socletly
v
in thiv century,

* N
Two major wipratfons are fdentitted, wbhich ted to entirely
*

hY

new patterns of Sttt tement, one in the 19405, the otner {n the

19605, The sCracture o poputation groupinpgyg i3 comined, and core
N

and peripherat prouaps detined with reipecl to tesource exploftation

[ 4

and proup composition, and later by religious atfaitiation.  rie

H

mechunims that meder e the evolutfon of the o ttdment patteon are

-

AN - - -
analyaed, and the pracess of centratization {4 explained,
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it RESUME

Au début du vingtiome'sidcle le® Esquimaux Tgloolik Ont occupé
une grande partié du nord de Foxe Basin, T.N.0, Depis’ 1969 la popu-
lation s'est ctablice dans deux villages,  Dand cette thése nous pre-

sentons e analy.e des changements survenus dans Ta répartition

*

spatiale ¢t la mobilité du peuplement causés par accrobssement des
contacts awee la socictd occidentale de ce sddcle,
Deux mipgrattons d'importance mgjeure, qui ont amend des
-

rép utitions spatiales complotenent nouvelles, y o cont d®erite..  La

v

~
premicre migration date des .m\umn; 1940, Ta deugivme des anneces 1960,
La stiucture de ces proupeaent o de population est ctudice.  Tes

groupes noyaux el periphériques sont detings par rapport X 1'hyploi-
? :

4
'

rat fon des rescources, composition interne, et consuite par attiliat jon
reticicase. Lo vechanisme s qui soustendent U'evolui fon de 1a vé-

-~
]

partition spatiale du peuplerent sont analysdés, ot e procestus de

Tentralisation eot explique,
2
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d“ CHAPTER L
3 t
b RESEARCH PROBLEM AND PURPOSE

-
1 03

The purpose of this thesis is to analyée the relationship
‘tecween Wester® technology and institutions, and the changing pattern

of Eskimo settlement and migration within northern Foxe Basin, N.W.T. |

(Map 1). The study will define and describe the pattern of settlement
through time, and explain the process of change that has occurred
since first contact in 1821. Particular emphasis will be placed on
the period between 1900 and 1970. ‘ ‘ -

The analysis of acculturation and change within the
Iglbolik Eskimo population is based on the assumption that settlement
pattern and populatlo@ymovement are sensitive indicators of the
relationship between man and the environment. In a societylthat lgcks
written records, scttlement pattern, together with the material
culture, 19 one of :the {ew tangible expressions of the changes that
may occur in this relationship.

In 1969 R.C.M.P. records listed 728 Eskimos in northern
Foxe Basin, living in two villages, Igloolik and Hall Beach. Through-
out most of thelr history however, the igloolik Eskimos have been
unevenly distributed over northern Foxe Basin, in an area of at least
62,500 squarc miles. At times the population was dispersed ‘over the
réglon, and at others it was concentrated in two or three large

villages. tHowever, cveg with these villages there was an element of

sattlement moblligy, and settlements were not rigidly fixed ip space
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as tﬁey are today. The evolution towards the present centralization
has been complex, and the underlying processes that created central-
ization have been working over a long perfod of time,

In order to analyse the effects of countact on scttlement
pattern, and the resulting centfalizatiun, two hypotheses are suggssted:
1) Centralization of population was made possible because technology
and cultural change provided viable#options to dispersdal. Thud rhe
greater offectivencss of explojtation enabled more and more people to
1ive from less and less space,
1i) Centrallzaglon of scttdement is recént, but the ptocesscs behind
It are noé. Centralization {8 a cﬁlmlnation of a long-standing trend
that started as a rc;hlt of carly contact with Uestern soclety, and
that existed prior to the provision of housing in centres. .

A logical extension of thesge two hypotheses is that the
process of centralization and growth {8 not unlimited, and that
optimum size s passed when technolog; leads to over-exploitation
and consequent decline In productivity eof resources that cannot be
compensated for by incrcased mobility away from the settlement. At

|

this point new options and alternatives of village maintenance must be
>
relied upon, The thesis dvals largely with hypotheses one and two,
./\/-
and only in Chapter VI will the wider ramifications of centralization
be dealt with. ,
Further questions raised in ovder to ciplore these hypoth-

eses include:

1) What i{s the baslc structure of Iploolik Bakimo population groupings?




'

The discussion of thlszquestion includes a defiuftion of settlement

areas and settlement cpmposition, as‘they have evolved through time.
!
11) What factors have encouraged changes in population groupings in
“ 4 o ‘ .
- northern Foxe Basin? In what way have they affected the evolution of

] ‘
\

settlement pattern in the past, and to what degree dtq these, or

similar factors, still operating to affect scttlement pattern?

.

i ii1) The introduction of Western technology has.been one of the most
tangiple changes to occur in northern Foxe basinm, Qhat is the role
of technology in settlement pattern changes? In particular:

*a) What was the impact of Western technology on the
economy, and on uxploitnti;c patterns, and the effect
of this on settlement?

b) What cffect has the use of this technology had on

' the ecological system of northern Foxe Basin?
’ ¢) What is the relationship between the adoption of
i i . Western technology, and boéi¢l factors? What sort of
social circumstances were most conducive to the
T -adoptlon of Western technoloyy, and how, in its turn,
. ;f' did this improved technology affect the social Component
of settlement pattern? '
iv) Once settlement pattern change has been inftiated what are the
‘ mechanisms gy which population is redistributed? For cxanple:
a) 1Is member,hip of groups fluid, with a free vxchanéc
‘ ' . _of personnel between them? ]

b) Or does the type and arount of reoillty differ

between individuals? If this is co, and som- ladivid-

+ N
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uals in a settlement area are more residentially
stable than others, can these be 1deﬁtif1£d as a
core population? Does the settlement area also

: include more mobile peripheral individuals?

Organization of the Thesis

.The thesis »ets out to qtu&y the relationship between

'tho Igloolik Fskimos and the larger Canadian soclety in this century,
" from the point of vievw of changing settlement patterns, Settlement
scentralization hald been the culmination of lonp -term processes of
_change following contact. Tn order to understand those processes

the basic population structure, factors which change population

groupings, and the mechanioms by which groups change are studied,

topether with the underlying impact of Westerun technology.

The bulk of the thesis consists of a qucriptivo analysis -
of the changing scttlement patterns as reconstructed from detailed
family histories, and written records. It has been possible to trace
settlement pattern and nigrations in some detairl from the hhqigning of
this ccntur; to the preseat.  Settlement pattern is the sum of all
individual behaviour péttvrns. Individual choicé of location Is there-
fore a key component of settlement pattern, And is given duc'enmhasis
ig the analysis in this theuls,

-»

The thesis is organlzed as totions, Chapter Y {5 a dis-

cueston of the gencral procesies ot settlewcdt and sooitlity in the

L 4
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context of the Tgloolik Eskimos,. the evolutiow af selilement pattern,
and a chronology of changes associated with contact. A description
of scettlement pattern at the time of first contact, fn Chapter IIIW,
provides the backpround tor an analysis ul‘dsn-l‘(lo.x'ant pattern changes
trom 1900 to 1970, For puwrposes of the analysisg thedse 7O years are
broken into three perfods which are covered tn Chaptervs 110, 1V, and
V.. Lhapter VI is o discussion o the cont fnuat fon of settlement and
mivration processes observed tor carlter periods, fn the context of
‘the pre.ont tixed vitlave locations,  Chapter VH\ cotaing a4 qummary

*

<r
ot the tindies ol the thesls,

-

F

.-

Study Arca ad breld gesearch .

'

»

The Tohimos In the area trom Pond Inlet to nnrthg-rn Foxe

B

Basin, nd couth to Bopulse Bay and Southampton Istand, form one

distinet cuftwal roup.  this has been recognised and detined by

“

Damis (1909 a b M;,‘ and by Growe (1969) who used che term Melville-

Rl
Borden ooktmos to Jde cribe the ggoup.  The Igloulik Lsklmos of northern

. . -~
Foxe Baan torm o ditainet eloment within tals group, that may be

- \ n -
fdentifred on poth coltural ad Tnpuistic prounds, i by ity recog-"

- - .

i

. J
nition »v v N aate enatity by other b rmopproups (Damas ‘,‘.’6'1, J%’,

The Toloolth Lobtae s renata o identit table populat fon despite inter-

[

Igloolik

aetton vaith other o iaos croups, In thrs thesis the e

l'lpJ

bshimos v bl reter to tas popnlatron of northern Foae Basin only.

The Hitorn stional Biologic ! Proeramme (1.5.7,) bas under-

a




taken a wide range of studies of the Igloolik Lskimos including
physiology, dental studies, epidemiology and health, and nutrition.

This thesis is one of a group of four interrelated theses and provides

-

.the historical perspective for studies of the nodern hunting pattern

(Beaubficer 1970), ringed seal behaviour (Bradley 1970), and current

mipration trends (Kh?rusi p.d.). Beaubler and Bradley fnvestigated

the present pattern of resource exploitation.  The final project will

be based on Chapter VI of the ptresent thesis, being a depailed analystis

of mobility in the context of the current fixed settlement locations.
Ficld work _tnr this thesis was conducted during the

summers of 1968 and 1969 when five months wcrc:‘pvnt in Iploolik,

and three weeks o Hall Seacih. General demogiapnic data was collected

in 1968, and the results of this are prnsvntvd in a report for the

International Biological Programme (Beaubier, hiadley and Vestey 1970).

s i}

In 1969 detarled hiqtnricu were recorded for a 20 percent sample of

Iploolik Uskioo families by means of 1 structured {nterview, Thc“

questionnaire {s shown in Appendix A, ‘the sample includes all former

"eamp bosees” named by previous workrs in the arer (Damas 1963, Anders
. J

1Y65).  lhese "camp bosses”" were generally the heads of larpge kin groups

aml theretore able to give accurate information on other merbers of

their ova family and settlements. Other individuals, less firmly

attached to one group orrs.ettlewent, ware also iucluded.  Sce Appendix

B for ssmplc mterview.

By this method dotagled ottlemont histories waere collected

for almost all familius curiently tiving 1n nortucrn Foxe Bi.in, dand

v
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for a‘large numbér of families who had once resided in the area,

Wherever possible a man and his wife were interviewed
togéthcr. It was found that men could prowide accaragb data on the wfj
location and cconomic activities of a settlément, and the names of
huhting assoclates. The women could remember which children had been
boran 1n the settlement at the times under discussion, and this made
accurate dating possible with the aid:of R.C.M.P. records of birth
dates which extend back as far as 1945, and Include estimates of ages
for the whole population born before then,

Maps of the areca of northern toxe Basin were also uséd in
interviews, and most men had a very accurate concuept of locations in
areas they were faniliar with, Oonly rJrély did two luformants wark
contradictory locatlions for place names. Map 2 (in pocket) ifncludes
a number of place names collected from informants in this way. A
comprehensive map of the Eskimo place names,collectod in the ficld in
1968 and 1969 has already been preseated in a report to the I.B.P.
(Beaubicr, Bradley and Vestey, 1970).

Few adult Igloolik Eskimos speak English, so it was
necessary to employ an interpreter. The same {ntcrpreter assisted in \
all but two interviews in Iglbelik, and another in lall Beach, using
a copy of the questionnaire written in Lskimo syllabics. Inforuants
were free to read this {f they wished. In addition to these interviews
mucﬁ supplementary information was coilccted in conversation with other

informants on a more informal basfs. A period of time was alsou spent

in a srall remote village in order to compare this with life in Igloolik

KT, -
M e ettty



and Hall Beach.

The general smaterial obtained from informants, together

Y 1

‘with che’ censuses ﬁade by Mathiassen in 1921-1922 (ﬁ:thiassen 1?28),
the Roman Catholicthisslon, and the R,C.M.P., and other written v
records summarizea in Chapter I1I, supplement the detailed historie;‘
of the sample families. The numbi; of families excluded from the

- study due’tdgls k of data {s negligible. Some famili;s resident in'
the area in the earlier part of the;century,have undoubtedly been .
excluded, but in general the reconstruction of :eétlement patterns
and migrations may be considered- accurate because of the amount of

O

cross checking possible betwecen informidnts' accounts.

-n




CHAPTER II

THE PROCESS OF SETTLEMENT AND MOBILITY IN
THE .CONTEXT OF THE IGLOOLIK ESKIMOS

Settlement’pattern 1s an expression of the relationship
»r

between a population and its habitat. It results from the distrib-
ution of individuals over the landscape in such a way és to increase
the efflclency of théir adaptation. In addition to facilitating access
to resources the size and spacing of groups determines the patterns of
interpersonal’co-operation and sharing that are needed to Jharvest and
distribute these resources. However, theaAeed for proxlmtt} of " indiv-
iduals may directly conflict with the need for dispersal over the re-
source areas, and settlement pattern represents a balance between these
two forces. The form it takes depends both 6; factors in the blo-
physical envivonment affecting the location and availability of resourcesy
and on aspects of social organization that are necessary for mqintﬁintng
particular rclationships ﬂetwaen individuals. —
Igloollk settlement pattern was traditionally adapted to
resources and to resource areas that .wvaried in type and distribution
‘with the season. Throughout the year a range of different resources,
digtributed over a large area, would normally be exploited. Further,
thf distribution and availability of a parcticular re;ource might vary
from year to ycar. As a result of this variability the effective
occupation of Foxe Basin nust include 1argé aﬂcas that are only poten-
Atially usable pending specific circumstances. Consequently rational
definitions of hunELng territories can only be based on use over a

,
™
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number of years. -

Because of this variapility in the énvlronment, an
1mport;nt component of settlement was mobility that enabled the pop-
ulation to move around the territory in response to the availability
of resources. Mobllity, in the context of an established settlement

pattern, takes two forms: — N

——

f) mobility radiating from a central settlement into the local resource
area, as in the individual hunt, )

i1) the relocation of settlement in a different resource area as part
of the yearly cycle. :

~ Where resources are scattered the amount of mobility

necessary in their exploifta’ion depends directly on the ecfficiency of
exploitative techniques {n use. This depends partly on ecological
_knowledge, but is largely a functlion of technology. Technology may
therefore be considered a turther component of settlement as its
efficiency affects the intensity of exploit;;ion of a particular re-
soupce. Ihe less cffective the techniques the less are the resources
available from a glven area, and the greater the need for dispersal.
Techuplogy also affects the means available for dispersal. The more ,
ef{ﬁctlve the transportation, the {urther it 18 possible to radiate

from a central settlement on imdividual hunts, with a consequently

diminished need for relocation of settlement.

"

éncreaslng the level of efficiency of technology has a

(Y
three-fold effect. It cnables a more intensive use to be made of local

resources, lmproved transportation results in a greater case of movemeht
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between settlement and resource area, and it means that more resources

may be transported back to the settlement. All three result in a

_ tendency towards more sedentary settlement. -

However, there is a limit to this process which yis
reached when improved technology enables exploitative activity to con-
céntrate in the vicinity of central settlements to the detriment of

..

resources in that area. This results in such changes” to the biological
environment as the relocation of marine animnis in more remote areas
(Bradley 1970). The existing settlement pattern no longer represents
an adcequate adaptatfion to the changed environment. Wolpert emphasizes
the role of migration as "a form of individual or group adaptatlon to
preceived changes in environment, a recognition of margidallity with
respect to a stationary position' (Wolpert 19%5, 161). ﬁhere severe
environmental stress 1s experienced mobility assumes the form of large-
scale migrations both within the region and betwecn region§. Such

migrations mark the transitlion from onc settlement pattern to another.

Hawley states that migration, in the sense of a nonrecurrent movement ,

M'is both the means by which settlement change i} effected and the most

v

accessible and measurable evidence of change." (Hawley 1950, 3273. A
series of such migratjons nccompaﬂicd the process of transition from the
Independent organizatlion of the pre-contact Iglooli% Eskimos, to the
present inter-dependence with Western soclety, Specifically there was
an expansion and dispersal of population in the late nineteen fortles,
and later a centralization movement in the ninetcen sixties. In both

i

cases settlement'pdtterns had been evolving slowly over a long period,

L
]
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for hunter-gatherers as

13

and this cumulative change resulted in a relatively sudden transition
to an gntirely different pattern of gettlbmeht when the existing pattern :
of adaptation was percelved to he inQdequate. The transition was
accomplished by large-scale migrations and redistribut Lon of p?puLdtion
within northern Foxe Basin.

Igloolik Eskimo population groupings werc traditionally
fllexible. Size, location, and membership of settlements fluccuntea
in response both to conditions in the biophysical environment and to

social factors. Lee describes a general concept of settlement pattern

«"a dynamlc model in which interlocking
aggrepations of persons undcrgo continual
reshuftling in response to short and long
term environmental fluctuations, and to
changes in population denstty.'" (Lee 1972, 22)
The settlement pattern of the Igloolik Eskimos appears to correspond
to this model to some extent, although it may be questioned whether
fluctuations in settlement pattern amount to a "continual reshuffl(ng."v
Damas deflines the fgloolik Eskimog of northern Foxe
-
Basin a3 a band using the criterion of 1its belng "identificd by name
with the general territory that is exploited, [Phlch] does not necess-
arily tmply defence of a territory, The band generally seems to be
composed of gmaller segments that ogperate within the gencral area de-
signated by the band name., Althotgh there was much fluidity of ‘per-
sonnel among the bands within. . . major regious' winter aggregations
had a "core of members [that]remained from year to year. The larger
\ N P .

entity, however, shuwed\u much greater stability over a longer poeriod
\

¥
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(Damas 1969a, 123, 126). Thus the majority of the Igloolik Eskimos

did remain within the area of northern Foxe Basin, despite considerable
interaction between Igloolik, Pond Inlet, Arctic Bzv, and South-

ampton Island groups. 2 8

' During the‘yenrly cycle fin the aboriginal period the

size and structure of groups whthin northern Foxe Ba did not |

fluctuate at random In response to environmental fnctors.~ybopulntion
movewent and gettlement pattern also operated within a ééinl f ramework
which strongly Influenced the precise form populat oﬁ/dispersul took In
specific ecological circumstances. The exact mechanisms Involved { ’
group tormatfon and structure are discussed i{n the follow 8is

(Chapters Il to VI).

In the study of a flexlble sektlement Jpattern such as that

changes that may occur i{n larger cycles. As Lee states, "intergrdup

economic relations take years and generatlons to unfold" (Lee/1972, 20).
Because of this, {solated censuses or reports are particularly vulnerable
to bias, and it (s important to study the pptte%ns of settlement
through time. U§1y then can migratiuns markkng the transition to a new

- pattern of settlement be distinguished from settlement relocatlions for&~

ing part of an established pattern.

. e
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>

Components of the Igloolik Secttlement Pattern °

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPONENT
The biothgical environment is the primary sphere in

which all human actlivity takes place, and the evolution of the

Igloolik settlement pattern fs a reflection of the process of -

adaptation to the ecological system of northern Foxe Basin, The out;

standing features of this system are the harshness of the 3)!31(:81
* ,

environment, and the narrow range of resources available to the human

population. The resources that exist are subject.to marked sfasonal,

The

and other more erratic fluctuations in quantity and dist
avallability and value of resources to the human population are further
defined by technological, economic and social elements of the cultural

3

environment.,

Figure 1 is a calendar of cohditions in the ecological
envirgnment. The aspects of‘?he physical environment most important
to the human population are hours of daylight, ice conditions, temper-
ature, precipitation, and wind speed. The table includes the chief
biologlcal resources used by the Igloolik Eskimos, and their relation-~

%
ship to the physical environment. However, the presence 'of an animal

" in the area throughout the year does not imply that it {s always avail-

o

able as a resource. The behaviour of animals may determine their

availability, for example in winter ringéd seals use breathing holes in

the fce where they may be harpooned, but in summer they are dispersed {in

1

open water, and are consejjuently harder to harvest. . The condition of

S

-
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FIGURE 1
CALENDAR OF CONDITIONS IN THE PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL ENVIROMEN’PS L

—————
o=

A .Physical Environment

|9an lx"cb' Mar Ap May Jun® Jul Aug Sep Oct Novt] (

i Proportion of 1 \ L 24hrs
k light _
daylight ! 9 L 12hre
to .darkness
- °
Mean daily
temperature
Precipitation 1 rain Y =
P e — -
snow - snow
o.
b lw. .
Sea ice ) / so-
‘ thickness i
source:Anders 1965, 19 23, T -
= 2
¥
B.Biological Environment
Jan Feb Mar Ap May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Caribou aytumn coat,herds
mass for migration
Ringed seal use breathing bask on disperse in follow ice
holes ice open water expansion
‘Bearded seal J move nearer follow ice
pack ice shore - exphnsion
wWalrus L _hexrds in ¢ move nearier follow ice
. pack ice shore expansion
White whale
and narwhal migration
Fox winter pelt " L
Fish | ent b
>‘ Migratory birds
Bird eggs
source: beaubier 1970 Ke

“in the region

: indicates presence




17
-animals is a Eurther factor. Caribou a;e more useful when tpeir coats
are suitable for clothing in late summer than at other times of the
year.  Similarly fox skins are only white in"winter. The most impor-
tant of these physical factors are summarized in the table, i

In the pre-contact period the basic requirements of fqu
and fuel, togLEhEt with the material used for shelter and equipment were
obLalned by\intens£Ve exploitation of the availahle resources. The
abundant walrus of northern Foxe Basin was a mainstay of the Eskimo
economy at the time of contact. Ringed seal, and bearded Qeal atre also
common, and played an 1mp6rtant part in the economy in winter and
spring whem thé} could be hunted on the ice. White whale and narwhal
were also hunted, but it 13 doubtful whether the bowhead whale ever

played an important role in the modern Igloolik Eskimo economy,

Sea mammals provided the bulk of human and dog food, and

blubber for lamps. Ringed seal skin was used for clothing, and

bearded seal for boots, rope, thong, and a variety of other products.
Caribou herds on Melville Peninsula and Baffin Island

provided meat, clotpiné, bedding, tent material, and sewing thread.

Bone, antler, and walrus and narwhal ivory were all utilized in the

absence of wood or metal. Fish, birds, and a small amount ofqvegetation

such as berries, or certain roots and leaves in summcr, were all used

L4
to supplement the .uin diet of sea mammal meat,

i

.

These resources were sufficlent to suppoct a human popu-~
lation i1n northern roxe Basin, and had done so since the time of the

Pre-Dorset people who 1%¥ed'ﬁere from about 2,000 B.C.(Meldgaard‘1962).

- . T Sy . PR 3
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SOCIAL~-ECONOMIC COMPONENT

The r¥lationship with the ecological system {s modified
by the social coﬁponent of settlement which e¢nables the human population
to adapt to an cnvironmént of’llmited and fluctuag ing resources. Four
basic adaptations have been made.

{) The primary rcquirement'for survival 1n'this environment is a
specialized technology, together with adequate ccologlical knowledge

ind an assoctated set of subsistence activities desipgned for the inten-
sive exploitation of the existing resources.

{1) The population Is concentrated in relatively small aggregates
occ&pylng distinct resource 2ones.

i{i) There is a relatively high degree of mobllity and flexibility,
The overall scttlement pattern of the region varics within a range from
a small number of concentrated population aggregates, to numerous small
dispersed groups,

iv) A high degree of interdependence of individuals and tamilies
results in a system of f&ud sharing and co=~operation enabling any
members of the soclety to receive aid {%om others uh;n needed (Heinrich
1955).

Settlement pattern Is central to all these adaptational
processes, and the forms it takes reflect the relationship between the
human and biophysical environments. lue population, at a given level of
, gechnOIOchal and ecological knowledge, responds to lts energy nceds in
accordance with varfations in the environment by the following changes:

. 1) The type of subsistence activity.



11) The intepsity of activity.

X i11) The location of groups and individuals.

- 1v) The density of the population exploiting the resources.

19

The variables of settlement pattern are function, location,

season, duration, size, and composition of individual gsettlements. Res-

ponses to changes in the environment are made by changes to any or all

of these variat'es (Figure 2).

The settlement pattern is therefore

changed both by the formation of new settlements and by the rearrangement

of populatlbn within existing settlements, entailing alterations to the

L

size, composition, and locatlon of settlements.,  An important distinc-

tion is made between settlement site and settlement composition,

In

northern Foxe Basin three virfations {n settlement site and composition
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may be postulated: ) .

£) Vvillage site stable, membership fluctuates,
it) Members mave together from one site ;o another.

{i1) Population movement may bring members of several settlements to-
guthqu?ﬁ one site, or may result in the dispersal of members of one
sbttlemdnt over several sites,

Ihe procensses by which settlement pattern changes in order .

to adapt to the envirtonment are therefore:

i) Movement of settlements,

11) Population flux between settlements, which may or ma3 not entail

7

change s In the Jize of settlements @
1il)  Population tlux beyond the territory,
IThere may bes b large range ol possible cholces of
mdavidual Tocation v dotined by-ecological conniderattons.,  However,
the actual range open to an individual mey be cansiderably smaller.,  This '
[o becamio the conposition ol wettlement, (s not dependent solely on the

tesoatyes avallacte Tocall, at sy one ™ime, or on subsistence activities |
surrently {o progrfas, but s alo altected oy mvt.lvﬁctors influencing
»
fadividuil location,  ltor cravple, in north4n Foxe fasin gtéi’q_may .
»

‘ »
coppregate o one Pirge viltlage durtag perlods of low hunting activity
fn winter becanse ot a wish to be together or soctal and ceremouial

N '- %
e -

activitie s as muche vy for cconomic purposes (Damas 1969, 122). Alterna-
tively v oproup mav disperse ta order to avold conflict between mewmbers,
cven taoupn there are no over-riding ecological reasons for dispersal.
Individoal choice of location vithin a purticular scettlerene pattern is

largely aitected brosuch tactors as hinsbip ties and personsl preference,

as shown in bamas' wtady of the Igloojie kskimos in 1961 (Damds 1963).



"YECHNOLOGICAL COMPONENT

A third component of settlement, identified in the intro-

duction to this chapter, is technology. The introcuction of Western

technology has been one of the major tnfluences on the distribution

of the Igloolik populatian in this century. Two ftems in

particular have had extensive uf{ects not nnl; on subsistence activities,
but on the whole process of settlement and migration. Thesce are guns

and whaleboats,  Because ot the importance of their impact’on settlement

the consequences of their adoption are summarized here (Figure 3),
v

The varlier ndOptldh ot guns in other parts of the caribou

range, in soutnern Melville Peninsula and northern RBaffia Island, had
-

contributed to the decliac of the herd., frequenting the Igloolik arca.
N
When guns became avatlwhle to the [gloolik Uskimos this decline was

accelerated, Guns made it possible to hunt seals in the open water,

R -

and tihis, in turn, facilitated settlement in arcas previously uninhabi-

a

ted because of the lack of walrus (Damas 1903). Guns {ncreased the

i

amount of food avatlable, but thelr use implicd dependence on trading

tor the supply of ammunttion, which in turn increased the importance of

'

trapping in the economy.
The use ot whalebwdts introduced new patterns of mobility.

lravel "to resource areas was able to radiate turther from tiw settlements,

.

and there vas consequently less need for the dispersal of settlements,
It vecarne possible to ot from a centrai villwe aud to return there

after the hunt together «with the meat., It was ne lonzer necessary to
- -
[

nove the settlement to the resource to such an extent., . [moroved mobility

>

Nt

=il
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itself increased the chances of a successful hunt as a greater area

could be covered in the search for game.

Whaleboats gave access to walrus in open water and they

now made large scale summer hunting of walrus feasible for the first

time. More mecat could be retrieved from hunts among ice pans, or at

"

¢ !
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available *> land_dec1y
dependence
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THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF GUNS AND
WHALEBOATS WITH SETTLEMENT
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the ‘floe edge, there&ore more walrus could be killed without increased
wastage. The summer hunt now pr?vided a considerable surplus of meat
that could be stored for winter use. There wns consequently less need
to hunt in winter, and stable winter villages formed which depended on
cached meat. These did not need to be at the ice edge as seal hunting
was no longer so lmportant in winter, and large, year-roun& villages
developed near summer walrus hunting places. More dogs could be kept
because of I{mproved food supplies. More trapping was possible with the
fncreased free time in winter, and because more lndividuals now owned
dog teams,

Because of the fncrease in trapplng more trade goods were
available, in particular items of Western technology. 7This {mproved
hunting and travel technology further by the additifon of traded wooden
sleds, more guns, and more boats. As a result of these improvementd
more resources became available per umit of cffort of those using such
equ}pmen?. The village with a whalebéat became rich, and a widening
pap was created between rich villages and those without whaleboats.
lhe rich village attracted {mmigrants and peripherally attached‘members.
The whaleboat owner grew in prestige, and a new authority structure

developed as individual hunters became dependent on their place in the

-

.

whaleboat crew.
Many other items of'Western technology were adopted as
, .
they became available through trading, and most of these affected

scettlement to some extent., For example the use of primus stoves made

it unnecesdary for women to accompany hunters on extended hunts. This,
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together with improved transport technology giving the men greater
mobility, made & more sedentary life possible for familles as the
women and children stayed in one place for longer periods (Crowe 1969,
71). The adoption ofr canvas tents made summer housing roomier,
brighter, and more portable. Other examples are dealt with as they
occur In the text. )

In general improvements to hunting and trangport tech-
nology resulted in the avallability of a far greater potential food
supply per unlt of effort (Beaubier 1970). This had a marked effect
on a settlement pattern adapted to the limited exploitation of
scattered resources {n that technological improvements made avallable
to hunfers both a larger arca on individual bunts, and a greater

proportion of the resources in that area. This had the overall rewsult

of lessening the need for dispersal of settlement.

The Structure of Scttlement

\VTR$«¢seccion fs a Miscudslon ot the structure of population

G

and se thin the framework of® the ecologlical, soctfal and

technological components describ ve. There is a spatial division
of population groups {nto recognfisable territories or settlement areas
within northern Foxe Basin. This is true of the earliest historic

period, and persisted at least until the recent céntralization movement,

despite a degree of mobility and inter-dependence ol individuals.



SETTLEMENT AREAS .

Certain core scttlement areas may be readily defined,
together with other smaller or less regularly occupled, minor settle-
ment areas. The followfhg definttions have bdeen tormulated:

A settlement area 1a recognised by its having a distinct,
selt-contalned settlement pattern involving a s;rles of seasonal or

occasfonal sites, normally assoclated with one large winter village.

- L

' These are consldered to be areas continuously {ahablted
by a relattively larpe group over a long period of time., The distribuy-
tion of population within the area may «hange, but at the centre there
Is o stable core Pupulntlun group,
Minor Settlement Areas

These taclude arcas occaslonully or 4purndtc;ily {nhabited

or those {nhablted more permancatly by a very small group. These
svttlvmv;tw are not ceatral Lo the ovcrnll‘qottlnmvnt pattern of the

4

region.

POPULATTON GROUPS

In order to ;uulnmcand the processes of settlement and
migratton; the specific pnttcrgﬁ in which population- 1a distributed over
morthern Foxe Basin, {'t 1s necessary to analyse the composition of the

population fn these settlement arcas.

W
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Core Population

‘ The core population is defined as a stable population

group attached to a core settlement area. It may possibly consist of

a single kin group, and is characterized by close go-operation within
the group, and a low degree of individual mobflity between settlement
_areas. Core pOpulatLo; éroups may on occasion occupy minor settlement “
areas for brief periods, later returning to their own core settlement
area.

e

Peripheral Population

The peripheral population consists of“th03§ people who
arc not firmly attached to any one core settlement area ;r core popu-~
lation group. They are characterized by frequent movement of individual
fam{lies botween areas, and by peripheral associatlion with several
groups. This {s often the result of thelr being members of small kin
groups, or of genealogical isolation, together with a fallure to attach
to a core group, for example by marriage. Individuals ffom core groups
may also behave in the puttera described for peripheral population 1F”
they should ieavu their own kin group, and would therctore be classified
as peripheral. The population of minor settlement areas is classitlied
a8 peripheral even if residentially stable.

Theé relationship of population gtgups with core and minor
scttlement areas is complex, and t{s summarized in Figure 4,

In theory any combination of these settlement area-popula-

tion group arrangements may be present in the reglon at any one time,

Lore settlement areas normally contain .both core and peripheral population.

]




\ Ly
\~— o Ty /

c.Minor settlement area,
peripheral population only.

a.Core settlement area, Ve ~
core population only.

. \ : )
.
4.Minor sett)lement area,
core and periphera
’ population.
L~ \

b.Core settlement area,
coré¢ and peripheral

population. \
S /

~

e.Minor settlement

\

1

)

ares, ’

currently unoccupied.

Key
ssesssssssess Core settlement area
—— amme Minor settlement area
Core population group v
D I Peripheral population group
<
{ FIGURE 4

TYPOLOGY OF SETTLEMENT AREA AND
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The peripheral population may account for over half the total population
of a core settlement area, or may be compleiely absent, although this
is thB exception. All three arrangements may be found in the Igloolik

region, and are described in Chapters III to V,

»

Settlement areas are themselves liable to change. Core

’

settlement areas may be abandoned to become occasional settlement areas,
and mihor settlement arcas may themselves be abandoned. Convergely
]
minor settlement arcas may become permanently inhabited by a 1a¢§e .

‘K .
o~ «
group, thercby.becoming core areas, and new ‘settlement areas may ¥evelop.

'

Core settlement areas are normally rich in resources and large ﬁn\extent,

)

but this may also be true of minor settlement areas, Not everf sultable

1

scttlement area I8 necesgsarily inhabited by a large core group at Apy
* i

given time, Map 3 showd the location of the more ipportant settlement

areas In the period 1900-1970. Not all these areas were occupled

1

concurrently. The most intensive and consistent settlement has been in
the dre from Jens Munk Island to Parry Bay, which comprises four of
this century's major settlement arcas. Only the more important of the

minor settlement areas are shown as the entire area has been hunted at

different times in this century, and small scale or transitory settlement

£

has been widespread in the period.

The Evolution of Settlement

LITERATURE ON IGLOOLIK SLTTLEMENT

1
’

Although the neighbouring areas of Pond Inlet and Repulse

/
&
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Bay had been frequented by American and European whaling fleets for
some year;, no southern explorfers entered northern Joxe Basin until
1822. Since this first expedition of Westerners into the area there . f
havé been several visits by explorers, but they produced few reliable
recotds of population size or distribution, and much of the recon-
struction of former settlement patterns in this thesis relies on the
oral tradition of the Igloolik Eskimos themaelves, checked agatnat the
more reliable of the written records. As stated éurller, even relliable
censuses represent only one aspect of the long-term processes of settle-
ment pattern evolution.

In 1822 Captains Parry.and Lyon in the ships Fury and Hecla
visited northern F0x$ Basin in search of the Northwest Passage. They

wintered at Igloolik Tsland in 1822-1823, and reported on the numbers

»
-

of Eskimos encountered in the area. The total population of northern
Foxe Basln at this time was under 200. Thelir reports (Parry 1824,
Lyon 1824) are the carliest avallable accounts of settlement pattern,
but were'péobably biased by theffresencc of the ships themselves, as a
large proportion of the Igloolik Eskimos wintered by the ships, attracted
both by the novelty, and by gifts and trade. ’ G

Hall crossed the area by sled in 1867. The impression he
gained of the settlement pattern, though i{ncomplete, ;;s not biased
by his own preseﬁce, as had been the case with Parry and Lyon. Hls
findings (Ngursc 1879) largely corroborated the data glven by them, On

the basis of Hall's notes Crowe estimates the population of northern

Foxe Basin to have been approximately 126 in 1867 (Crowe 1969, 33),

o 2 .
-



Low, in 1903, did not visit northern Foxe Basin {itself,
and appears to have gathered an imcomplete picture of the’Igloolik
Eskimos from whalers, as only one settlement is mentioned, in contrast
to the two or three found by earl}er visitors. The population also_
seems disproportionately small,nGd at Igloolik Island (Low 1906, 134)
compared with both earlier and later estimates.

Whaling fleets had visited areas neighbouring northern

Foxe Basin for many years, coming into direct contact with other Mel-

ville-Borden Eskimos at Pond Inlet and Repulse Bay. There is no 4

A

reliable refercifce to them reaching northern .Foxe Basin., However, the

.
u

Iglool ik Eskimos did travel to thesce neighbouring areas to trade with
or work tor whalers (Tremblay 1921, Crowe 1969), and later to visit the
trading posts set up there, and this began to affect thelr patterns of
seasonal activity and settlement,

In 1922 the Daaish Fifth Thule Expedition entered northern
Foxe Basin from Repulse Bay. They remained in the arca until 1923,
living with the Lskimos, and produced detailed accounts ofﬂthc‘settlement
pattern and seasonal activities for these two years (Mathiassen 1927,
1923, Rasmussen 1929). Mathiassen recorded 143 people in northern Foxe -

ES

Basin in the winter of 1921-1922. His census is represented in Figuye

4
ks

10 and Map 4. This is the ecarliest de¢pendable source of data on settle~

L

ment pattern, and has been an important cross check on the reliability
of oral history collected in the fleld.
R.C.M.P. patrols visited the area in 1927 and 1929 and

v reported on the location of settlements., Kerr, on an R.C.M.P; patrol

€

Y U
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-
in 1930, mentions three winter settlements in the area with a total
estimated population of 220-260 (Crowe 1969.,36).

A Roman Catholic Mission was established near Igloolik in
1931. The Missionaries recorded 238 people in a census made in 1945
(Crowe 1969, 36) and 283 in 19%9 (Damas 1963, 28) and noted intormation
on the.location of secttlements, and of individual families. A trading
post opened in Igloolik in 1939, ‘closed in 1943, and re-opened in 1947.
This, together with the Mission, which moved to the present site of
Igloolik in 1939, created a centre of Western act;vity fn the area,
which gradually became the, focus for centralization of Ekskimo settle-
ment'.

By 1961 Igloolik had a permanént Eskimo population of 20
families (R.C.M.P., 1961). Hall Beach, the site of a Distant Larly
Warning (DEW) linc base, since the mid 1950's, was also bccd%ing a- focus
of Eskimo settlement. Malaurie (1962, 7) estimated the total population
of northern Foxe Rasin to be 491 in 1959-1960.

In his study of Igloolik kinship and ‘local groupings, Damas
(1963) records in detail the settlement pattern, population size and
distribution, and scasonal activities as Qe found them In 1961. At this

time’' both Igloolik and Hall Beach were growing settlement centres, but

-

the majority of families still lived in other, dispersed villages.
Damas' report has been a valuable source of background material for thks
study, containing taformation on the history of settlement since 1922,
and on the controls of kinsnip on individual location within the overall

settlement pattern. In comonn with all other writers on the area, |
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however, Damas was concerned with the settlement pattern in specific
periods for which documentation éxists (1922, 1949 and 1961), not with
its ¢volutlon. The reconstruction of settlement pattern gepugds
largely on written censuses that give a static view of population in a
particular year and seascit which does not of ftself explain. the basic
changes occurring to overall patterns of settlement. This 1s partic-
ularly true of the Mission censuses during the crucial period of dis-
persal in the nincteen forties., Damas' study was made before the ldége‘
scale centralization movement started.

© Since 1961 there have been annual censuses produged by the
R.C.UL.P. (Disc Lists). Several of these include the locations of indliv-
idual families at the time the list was compiled, but in grneral they
are simply lists of families arrangudlby disc Aumher. R.C.M.P. birth
and death records provided additional documentary data on tae location
af families. Thcse recoids extend au far back as 1945, althougn the;
are incompletes before the nineteen sixties., They {requently pruvid;
information on<the locatlon of familics in a specific season and year
witlch supplied a background to and a « ross check on &ral history.

In 1964 Anders (1965) conducted an arca econonlc survey
of northern tose Basié for the Federal Goverument. Ihis contains
duescriptions of duemograpiy and economy ol each settlement as he fﬁunq it.
Igloolik and Hall Beach- contained approximately half the population of
northern Foxe Jasin at this time (394 ot a total at 642 people)
.

(Anders 1964, 58). . * .

trove's Cultural Geography of Lorthern FYoxo Basin (1969)

-




inclhides a summary of settlement history based on very thorough doc-

1

umentary resedarch. However, these written sources fail to show several

.

of the most fmportant changes fn settlement pattern and thedr causes,

Crowe deneribes the econouny and settlement pattern of the 1960's.

CHI'ONVOLOGY OF CHANGE,

Following contict a new set of forces was introduced which

Hinked the Iploolik bakimos with the larger Western soclety. These

fnitiated chanpe s in the technoloyy, resource base, religlion, tdeology,
“and health of the Tgloolik bskimos,  Lvents tolln@tng contact not only
atfooted the pnyul;t(nn divectly by alttering therrelationshiip between
it and the eavironment | they «hanged. the natural environment ftself,
he responae to these chanpes vas consistent with adapt-
atfons to the oatural environment fn pro-contact tires, and was re-
flected by cange s In the sottlement pattern,. lecnaology, the basic
adaptition to the vnvironont, was ltsclf fmproved. Resources could be
explofited more Ctticfently, a large population could be maiotalned, and
new patterns ot disper-al o md mobility ;ecame possible. New resources
woere cxplotted, notably wiite tox, and subsistence activities and mo-
B‘lllv were moditod teo anclude trapping And trading activities., Later,
howvever , as the 2ioloptoal resources themselves caanged in quantity,
di ctrahation wd o avatlapility in response to factors resulting from
cont ety 1t bec e not aerely possible put necessity to adopt new
paltorns ot :4llwl!wm‘nt 1o $>11 ity tn order to maratain a viaole re-

itgovihup vt o the environ ato At this point, when new modes of

benastour related to the tgroe. of contact became necesg1ry tor survival

Al
“
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the Igloolik Eskimos lost their self-sufficiency and indeééndence and
became increasingly dependent on Western soclety. )

The speclfic effects of contact on patterns of settlement
and mobility are analysed in Chapters III to VI. A brief summary of
the history of c;;tact will provide a framework for this analysis,.

"Figure 5 shows the course of changes in the historic period. Fivé main
periods are identified, each of which Is represented by a different type -
and intensity of contact with Western soclety, accompanfed by a distinct
phase {n settlement pattern, and activities associated with maintaining

this pattern.

i) Pre-contact Period

) - The tirst division is the pre-contaot period described in
Chapter ILI. This is defined as the period meediatcly‘prior to the

- earliest direct contact with the West in the nineteenth century, Bf
this time neighbouring Eskimo groups were intermittantly in direct
contact with whalers, as were individual Tgloolik Eskimos visiting these
arceas. There was some Influx of Western goods, such as metal objects,
mostly obtained indirectly from the whalers by trade with nefighbouring
Eskimo groups.

fi) First Explorcrs

lhe secand period is marked by the fii13t discovery of
northern Foxe Basin by explorers, beginning with Parry in 1822, At the
same time permancnt centres ot Western activity were developing in the

’ neighbouring arvas of Pond Inlet, Repulse Bay, and Arctie Bay, Whaling

ships had visited the north and east coasts of Baffin Island, and Hudson



FIGURE § .
CHRONOLOGY OF CHANGES FOLLOWING CONTACT:
N.FOXE BASIN
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Period

Agents of change

Areas AMfected and
Results of Change

Settlement Rattern

Date .

1
Pre-Contact

2
Pirat contact

k]
Growth of
centres in L
neighboring
regions Trap/
trading.

4
Growth of
centres in 4

W.Foxe Basin

]
Settlement
centralizsation

Whalers on periphery.

explorers.Christianity,

first guns, indirect
contact with Nest,

Distant’ trade posts,
guns whaleboats.

versions .RC Mission’
near Igiooldik.

RC Mission and trading

post in Igloolik. C_‘—D

Government welfare

—>

Anglican and RC con-

:%ua.. divease, >

religion, technalogy.

Trapping, trade

Pre~contpct pattern

Occasional camps near

explorers .Individuals

visit neighboring
regions.

journeys . Increased @

hunting yields. Pop-
ulation growth.Dis-
oass . Increased
Christisnity.

Shorter, more {requent
trading trips.Greater

use of W._ technology.
Changes to naturhl
environment .

Developmant of large
staljle, year-round
villages . Greater
mobility. Trade trips,

= |

Decline of large
winter villages,
greater dispersal of

population. New settle-

ments established.

DEW Line at Hall Beach Increased travel to
Growth of W.agencies i1n centres, dependence on
Igloolik and Hall Beach. store Amenities C"____::\'>
Health service,wage C;’>xmxolt¢ pull of village
labour, ACMP, school . High incidence of 8. )
introduced disease.

Growth of Igloolik.

Cont inued growth of
satellite villages

nesr centres.Growth
of centres. '

Provision of serviced Centralization
government hou-mq.@ uccol.ntod.!neronood(:D '
wage labour,and less
emphasis on hunting.
Movement from out-
lying villages to
cantres . gome Camps
remain due to

Continued Amcrease in
contact with South,

Death rate dropped,
large increase in

members 'choice, but
Igloolik and Hall

numbers of young.Mew Beach dominate.

technoloqgy & 1decloqy. pattern of hunting
Beonomic dependence on from villages un- @ @
larger Caf\adian socirety. satisfactory.More
travel to south for I3lo01ik and Hall
education,visits, etc. Beach only permanent
settlements.

1822, :
1887
ete.

190},
1920
etc,

(1939)
1948
1947

19%4
to
1963

1964
to
1969

1969
to
1970



Bay sporadically since the 17th century. By the 19th century both
American and European whalers were in the Eastern Arctlc regularly in
summer (Low 1906), and they employed and traded with the Eskimos of
northern Baffin Island and Repulse Bay when they visited these areas. t
They idtroduced guns and employed Fskimo hunters to supply them with
food, especially cartbou meat, which probably contributed to the decline
of the northern Baffin Island and Melville Peqlnsula caribou herds in
this century. They also introduced whaleboats to the areas adjacent
to northern Foxe Basin.
ti) Diapping-Trading

‘ Commercial whal gng declinalatter the turn of the century,
but the presence ot vhalers was replaced by that of traders, A pr(vate#
trading post opened at Albert Harbour near Pund Inlet in 1903, followed
by several others fn this gencral area, most of which were short.lived.
Mont fmportant of these posts was that established by the Hudsons Bay

Company at Pond Inlcet fn 1921. A Hudsons Bay Co. post opened at Re-

pulse Bay In 1920, and bne was temporarily in operation in Arctic Bay
in 1926 and 1927, and fhgain from 1936 to the present (Usher 1971). The
traders were primarilly interested Lo fox furs. They encouraged fox
trapping huth by loc¢l pevple, and ¥y igloolik Eskinos In their own

area, The pattern o

activicies lszzgzjfpn Foxe Basin was modified t§
include winter fox/trapping, and &x d spring trade journeys of

approximiately 300 miles each way. The Igloolik Eskimos began to look

outwards, awav from their own area, for regular trade in these neighbouring

-~

centres.,

N
e
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Th1§ affected the internal patterns of subsistence
activities and both trapping’and trading brought changes to the settle-
ment pattern. Trapping was a winter activity that did not require the
co-operation of groups of individuals, but this of itself did not
result in the dispersal of the traditional large wiater settlements, as
co-operation was still necessary in other spheres. Trading meant that
several men, and usually their whole families would be absent from
settlements for a period of some weeks in spring. Hunting time lost
through trapping or trading was compensated for by improvements in
technology making possible increased hunting yields per unit of effort.

Guns and ammunition became avatlable to the Igloolik Es-

kimos. This pdarticularly affected caribou hunting. By the nincteen

~
LY
)

. thirties a few Igloolik Eskimo families owned whaleboats bought at

distant trading posts. Others made wooden framed skin boats with newly
available wood. The improvements to hunting due to whaleboats made
this a very favourable period, and iIn the view of Damas

Ehe Igloolik Eskimod] in the 1930's and 1940's

were probably going through the stage of chelr

greatest economic well-being from the standpoint

of meat production ... the whaleboat had greatly .

improved the success in tlve hunt, [and] this

fmproved explottative aftuation enabled them all

to subsist well in the region. (Damas 1963, 26)

Anglican and Roman Catholic Missionaries followed the
whalers to the east coast of Baffin Island and to Repulse Bay. Some
Eskimos in reglons surrounding northern Foxe Basin became converted to

Christianity. Misslonarfies were authorized and equipped\by the Dominion
N b

Government to tcach and supply medical aid where possi in the absence

ST ‘ .
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of any government schools ;r nursing stations (Be;puﬁe 1934, 55).
Together with the trading posts, Missions, where they were established,
therefore created a stable focal point for the Eskimo papulation. They
also became the focus for future Western activity. Christianity was
introduced to northern Foxe Basin from Pond Inlet in the early 1920's
by Pond Inlet and Igloolik Eskimos who had been converted there. The
Pond Inlet converts were Anglicans and hadkrelatives in the Parry Bay
area, and several people from the village of Avajuk were converted to
Catholicism when visiting Pond Tnlet. In this perlod disease i;tro—
duced from the south was widespread among the Igloolik Eskimos, in

particular tuberculosis and venereal disease, and occasional outbreaks

of virus epidemics such fs influenza.

iv) CGrowth of Centres t% Northern Foxe Basin

P

The first Western agency to operate within northern Foxe
Basin {tselt was a Roman Catholic llission. A Mission was built in 1931
near [gloolik at Avajuk (Map 2) which was at that time a large seasonal
settlement, In 1937 the tiission was transferred to the present site of
igloolik in Turton Bay, which 18 a little more accessible to supply
ships, and Is situated in the centre of the arca then inhabited by the
Iploollk Island population. The Mission had little immediate lmpact on
scttlement pattern, but its location was significant in that future-
Western activity centred on the same site despite the fact that the deep
bay holds broken ice into the late summer impeding both sled and boat
travel, and giviq;ohly a very brief open water period for supply ships

from the south.
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Only one or two local families moved to ;gloolik when
the Mission was built there, and the remainder, although many became
Catholics, retained their previous seasonal settlement pattern. People
in other parts of northern Foxe Basin were not greatly affected by the
Miss{on, and those who were converted to Christtanity became Anglicans.
The introduction of two sects of Christianity, Anglican and Catholic,
had a further signiticance on settlement pattern, however, in that it
was to divide the population into two segmemts that largely lived
separately and did not intermarry. The extent to which such a division
of population existed independent of the introduction of Christlaniky
will emerge from the analysis in Chapters III to V.

This fourth period is marked by the growth of centres in
northern Fdxe Basin with a resulting centralization of trading and other
cconomic and social activities, The Hudsons Bay Co;pany recognized the
potential of northérn Foxe Basin as a source of fox furs, and opened a
store in Igloolfk in 1939. This store received no supplies for several
years because of ice conditions, and it closed in 1943. The store
re-opened in 1947 and has remained open since then. For the first time

the focus of trading activity was f{n the ceatre of the Igloolik region.'

Annual trade journeys to distant posts were no longer necessary, and

*ere replaced by sceveral shorter trips to Igloolik each year,

Contact with the neighbouring groups at Pond Inlet, Arctic
Bay, and Repulse Bay continued, but «n a smaller scale. There was some
migration inwhrds to northern Foxe Basin as local game, in particular

caribou and walrus, declined in neighbouring regions as a result of

-
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ovegexploitatfﬁn. Northern Foxe Basin was,‘by comparison, rich in
resources. A marked influx of population began in the 1930's and
continued into the next decade.

The value of furs had dropped from its previous high
level by the time the store opened in Igloolik (Figure 9), but tge
introduction of a government welfare system in 1945 (Crowe 1969, 74)
supplied an additional source of income for the Igloolik Eskimos.
Increased amounts of Western magerial goods became available. Of
particular [mportance was the introduction of motorized canves. These

gave individual nunters independence and mobility that had been im-

possible with whaleboats, but it increased dependence on the store for
gasoline. The more general ownership of boats made the estabhlishment
of new small scttlements possible as hunters could be independent of
the few villages possessing whaleboats, -
One unforeseen result of improved technology was a decline
in the caribou pgpulation, decline and withdrawal of walrus from its
former range near settlemcnts, aﬁd increased wariness of hunted seals.
This intensified dependence on the store for guns, ammunition, béats
and fuel, and created a‘new demand for lmported food, clothing, and
other goods formerly supplied by hunting. There was some movement cof
settlement to lgloolik itself, especially of the old and disabled;

Hall Beach later became a second centre in northern Foxe

Basin. The establishment of a store and a missien had marked Igloolik's

u
4

growth as a village. Both were introduced with the aim of drawing local

people into their sphere of influence. In contrast to this Hall Beach

.
- . A
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was developed as a military defence installation, and its subsequent
»

growth as a population centre was incidental to this original function.
In the mid 1950's the missile tracking stations of the Distant Early
Warning Line (D.E.W. Line) were built and Hall Beach, an uninhabited
site fifty miles gouth of Igloolik, was selected as the ;%in station
for the Foxe Basin sector. A series of smaller rgdér stations, sub-
;iduaty to the Fox Main s{te at Hall Beach, ran across northern Foxe
Basin and Melville Peninsula. The determining factor in the.location

o

of the D.E.W. Line was the suitable 1atitudé. not the fact that it

]

digssected the_territory of the Igloolik Eskimos. An effort was made to
disrupt thcilocal people as little as possible. The men who builf and
manned the sites in the 1950's were broyght in from elsewhere, and they
included some Eskimos from the ﬁestern Canadian A;ctic, together with
some from Repuis; bay, but none from Igloolik (Ross 1960, 162).

However, the D.E.W. Line did affect thé ldcal people in -
several ways. The nursing station att;ched to the Fox Main site became
a focus of attention for the Igloolik Eskimos'becagse 2f the high in-
cidence of ill health, m;st significantly tuberculosis, and soée sérioua
outbreaks of measles and influenza Iintroduced from the south (R.C.M.P,
records,Tgloolik). The site dump provided large amounts of salvage
that was used by the Eskimos. This included scrap lumber for housing,
boat frames or tools; metal; and fooa both for dogs (Ross 1960), and

possibly for humans (Anders 1965, '97). Some people were attracted by

the market for tskimo souvenirs at the base.

.
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v In this period the availability of wage labour-and the :
use of money aé a means ;f excbange were increased, although thg&D.E.W.
Line provided little employment for local people; More occasional
stevedoring jobs be;ame available as Wesgern activity grey. An
Eskimo Co-Opaerative society was starte; {n'Igloolik in 1963, and Co-Op.
stores were opened in Igloo}ig and Hajl ‘gach in 1965 (Usher 1971,
176).-*A Hudson's Bay Company store whs built in Hall Beach 1in.1967.
Western education on a scale far larger than that formerly
provided by the Misslonaries was introduced whep a school was built
in Igloolik in 1960. Government rep;esentatives supervised social
asslistance payments and general administration of the village. A
nursing gtation was set up in Igloolik in 1963, The R,.C.M.P. h?d
patrolled the area sporadically from its post in Pond Inlet since the
nineteen twenties.’ After 1964 Western law was represented by a small ’
R.C.M.P. post in Igloolik itself, The two villages, Igloblik and
) Hirll Beach, became Iincreasingly important economic and social centres

‘for outlying settlements.

v) Settlement Centralization

Between 1964 and 1969 the Federal Government introduced a -

scheme to provide houses for all who required them. This, fogether . .

z wo

with the growing dependence on goverament aid and imported food,

clothing, and technology, increased the puli of Igloolik, and to a v

L)

lesser extent Hall Beach, to such a degree that thg population, already

i

dependent on these villages, migrated to the ¢entrea, This migratiom

was accomplished in the relatively short period of four, years. A few

R :
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fégiliea re;ained in their outlying settlements by choice despite S
the disadvantages of being obliged tp make frequent visits to the
centres to trade, and their children spending much of the year living
in sébool hostels. By the winter of 1969 only one family lived per-
manenlly in adﬂogtlying settlement. The growth of centralized settle-
ment was accompanied by increased contact with Westerners in the
villages, and by the influence of films, magazines and radio.

¢ , The numbers of southerners living in tae villages in-
creased. In 1969 the following southern personnel lived in Igloolik,
several of whom were accompanied by their families: five teachers,

two Hudson's Bay Company staff, three government represehtatives, two

R.C.M.P. officers, one or two missionaries and later a nun, and two

"
o

nurses. In Hall Beach there were two Hudson's Bay Company emplo&ees,
two government representatives, two nurses, twb or three teachers,
and ;ne of the missionaries from Igloolik: More peoplé visited the
villages for short periodﬁ..including construction crews of five to
ten men, government pfftcials, numerous IBP investigators, mining
company prospectors, and occasfonal tourists. A small but growing

number of Igloolik Eskimos travelled south for such purposes as adult

‘education or visits, and others occasior-1ly found work in other arctic

-

centres.
The growing population in northern Foxe Basin has com
pounded the dependence on Western suciety. An important factor in

this growth has been the recgnc marked drop in infant mortality rates
[4

K‘f&t&ég&gg_ggggzglization of population and improved medical facilities.

-
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The ratio of adults to chidren in the area was 1:2.09 in 1969,
compared with figures of 1:0.54 in 1922, and 1:1.22 in 1949 (Damas

1963, 28). The relationships between changing infant mortality rates

and settlement centralization are demonstrated in Figure 6.

d FIGURE 6

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INFANT MORTALITY AND
SETTLEMENT CENTRALIZATION 1959-1968

number of deaths by residence of parents

proportion of

population in D.E.W. Line| not
yedr centres outlying village| centre Jtation known | total
1959 182 1 1 1. "0 3
1960 207 8 1 0 0 9
1961 242 4 1 0 0 5
1962 262 9 1 0 0 10
1963 302 4 1 1 0 6
1964 502 2 {2 1 0 5
1965 58% 4 6 0 0 10
1966 15% 1 3 0 0 4
1967 902 3 1 0 1 4
1968 92% 1 . 1 0 0 2
total 37 18 3 1 58

source: Bradley, Beaubier and Vestey 1970, 27, and Figures 38-52.

Following centralizatién th the decade of the 1960's there
has been a decline in the efficiency of hunting because of the time
and expense {nvolved in travelling to hunting areas from thé Yillages.
Contributing to this is t%e high cash outlay necessary for hunting, to
buy equipment, fucl and amnmunition, tihe ovcrexgloitation oF the hunting
areas adjdcent to the villages (Bradley 1970), and the increasing

number of dependents per hunter. Even where boys are eager tu huat



.
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they are pravented by the time spent in school and the expenses in-
volved., These factors have increased the economic dependence on the
south and dependence on government subsidies or waie income, and have

contributed further to the loss of self-sufficiency.

-,
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CHAPTER 111

(o

PATTERNS OF SETTLEMENT IN THE IGLOOLIK REGION 1900-1945

The Structure of Settlement at the Time of Contact

At the time of first gontact with Western society the
settlement pattern of the Igloolik region was based on two core
settlement arcas, Igloollk Island and Foster Bay, .ogether with two
minor scttlement arcas (Lyon 1824, Parry 1824, Nonrse'1879). (Map 2)

Igloolik and Pingerkalik were the winter villages of the
two core settlement areas, and were surrounded by a number of
auxiliary habitation sites, There is little information in the lit-
erature on the composition of settlements, or the Interaction between
the main population aggregates before 1922, However, the
written sources and evidence collected from informants in 1968 and 1969
sugpest th%} in khis period Igloolik and Pingerkalik were normally |
established as separate wintér villages by the Igloolik Island and
Foster Bay population§ respectively, There was certainly a large
degree of co-operation and fluidity of population between the two
groups. Another, smaller group was centred on Parry Bay, with a
wvinter site on Amitioke Peninsula, and there 1s some evidence of a
further group temporarily living at Pilik (Boas 1888, 444).

the aonual cycle in the tyo core scttlement arcas at the
end of the 19th century and beginning pf the 20th centry has been
reconstructed from the accounts of Parry (1824) and Lyon (1824), and

Hathiassen (1928). The dvorall population of northern Foxe Basin was

[aY]
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155 in 1822 (Parry“182a, 492), and 146 in 1921-1922 (Mathiassen 1928,
15). The majority of these people lived in the two core settlement
arcas. They followed the secasonmal activities summarized in Figure 7.
The wvillages of Igloolik and Pingerkalik are characterized
by year round occupatfion, In winter they were normally [nhabited by
the whole population of their areas, but by summer the majority had
dispersed leaving perhaps only one or two fam}llcs: Igloolik and
Iinperkalik were the qilcs of stone houses (qarmats) which were
occupied in the early part of winter, but snow houses and tents were
also uased ;t the same sites at difterent times of the year (Lyon 1824, }
A}

257, Mathlassen 1928,- 137). kK

»

SEASONAL CYCLL, AT THE TUME OF COHTACT

December to February is the time Qhen the sea lce reaches
its greatest catent (Grainger 1959). The sun iu’low,.and cold temper-
atures aad lack of sufficicent light combine to discourage all but the
most necessary hunting (Flgure 7). VWhere it had been possible to
accunulate surplus food from the late summer and autumn hunts, cached

)

meat was used at this time of year, and it was generally a perilod of
little activity. lHunting for seal at breathing holes in the {ce was
the matn ccononmie actlvity, together with some thin ice walrus hunting
at fwcd{né places near the (loe edge. Ilhere was no need for dispersal
ot population because winter hunting required the co-operation of large

groups, the location of recources was more limited, and stored food was

also used. The population of Igloolik Island and Foster Bay gathered




L e - - - — ———— T —— - - - —— T Tme— * - he - NS TSAm TR e e St e
N . __ month _Jurse — July  Mugust  September October Kovember Decgmber January Pebruary Magzch April ray
g LR - T
. , “ . .
PHYSICAL sea ice U - open water ‘,E sea jce
- : 2
. x s
EXVIROXMENT ; c .
f > :
:: \ o: Cark period
. H
. i :: I
.s i
e e t e - T -
! . :
LIS e |
19100l £k Point. i =
[‘ .: . M3 ﬁi
Kikitasuk r——— 4 :E
LI .
Pingerxalik .' .:
[ ] .
c ay «*
N Aguipinuk :: ::
I L] * :*
. Kopertuirtuit re——— e :S
Arlagnuk o ‘e
i [ l:
Arsersiorvik , ' v e
» ; :! l:
Apadlek ' 3 + j
L] -~
P Melville Pen. ?——" + _—""
, . i i
g inland Baffin. ,’-———:: .: v——
L) ! - 1
£ Irkraluit x e '
1] '™ :‘ }
. ! i s
i a
-
§° travel - { E*'“‘ EE foot and kayak E: dog sled i
- |- E:valru-,rtnqod and bearded :S !
e [ l :E.ul in open water :: walrus at floe edge,seal at breathing holes §
» 1 ’ .
o o " ] |
» i H I young seals.
" | i s H cachas used . :
< ! oy !
~< () P " )
— ! o , o ’ ceribny |
2 sconomic {40 b caripou inland and crossing water _“‘m__l
s { .: " I SNSLENEIINSINESIIOVASISOSGUSIOINPSINNSRINRNRSENERRERS \
5 acrIvrry ! i $ 1
; ; ::l-l...I...-.."...... z‘.htnq ;‘ i
H ! M v
-y ‘ o " l
., .- H
-’ bird eggs b skin sewing
s ] 8 I te
- e ™ concentration of huating
S general { o diffusion of activity ] low activity i type and area
LN . o R _ B

FIGURE 7:; SEASONAL CYCLE AT THE TIME OF CONTACT

6v



30

at Igloolik and Pingerkalik, and normally no other sites were reg-
ularly used in these areas in mid-winter,

In February and March, as daylighé returned, hunting became
more frequent. At this time some fﬂuilies moved out onto the sea ice
to hunt seal and walrus, and the locational focus of hunting and
settlement moved outwards following the maximum expansion of the ice,
and the outward movement of marine fauna with the floe edge. A village
of snow houses was normally built off Igloolik Island where suitable
ice conditions wcre:bncountered. The exact location of this village,
Aguipinuk, varied from year to yecar. A second sea lce village re-
ported by Parry (Parry 1824) was probably built separately by the
Foster Bay population.

Spring is characterized by high sun and lengthening day-
1ight (Figure 1), and the continued existence of land-fast sea ice.

In late March, April and May familics moved onto the shore agaln from
the sea fce to Kikitajuk, lgloolik or Pingerkalik as the floe edge
began to recede (Figure 7). Hunting was concentrated on the shore ice
and at the floe edge adjacent to Igloolik Point and Pingerkalik whare
there were seal and walrus. There was occasional caribou hunting in
ecarly spring, inland on Melville Penlqaula behind Igloolik Island where
caribou were usually found at that time of year.

By May there was some diffusion of nctiv{ty and an accom-
‘pénylng dispersal of population with more frequen; caribou hunts both
on Melville Peninsula and om Baffin Island., As the ice broke up new

temporarv settlements were established along the coast necar the floe

“_
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edge. Parry reported that Kopertu?rtuit, a site on the ;oast of
Melville Peninsula opposite Igloolik Point, was used to cache blubber
as the ice receded (Parry 1824). Arlagnuk, further edst along the
Melville Peninsula coast, was a temporary site in July, as the ice edge
i8 nearby at this time of year. The ice in Hooper Inlet and Foster
Bay had normally broken up by July, making sled travel impossible,

Break-up marked changes in all aspects of the annual
cycle (Figure 7). Kawvaks were used in open water, sea ice became
unsuitable for travel, and movement inland was now on foot. This is
a period of 24 Aour daylight, and precipitation, which is generally
sgall (Figure 1) falls in the form of rain.

" "The hunting pattern, and with it the esttlement pattern,
responded both to changes in thg physical environment and to the
corresponding changes in the biological environment affecting animal
behaviour and distribution. Hunting activity diversified and the
population dispersed to occupy a greater area of northern Foxe Basin.
For example, the area exploited by the Igloolik Island population
intreased from approximately 100 square miles in the vicinity of the
Island in winter, to approximately 3,000 Qquare miles in summer
including areas inland on Baffin Island and Melville Peninsula, and
fishing sites such as Irkraluit at the mouth of Gifford River.

Igloollk, Plngerkalik Arversiorwvik, and Apadlek 1 Hooper
Inlet, were four of the main summer sites, but others were afsc in
use. Walrus, ringed seal, and bearded seal were hunted, together with
white whale and narwhal. With the return of nigra:ggy birds, eggs and

some ducks and geese were daten. Fishing was an important secondary

-
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. .
activity, in particular at settlements near river mouths. Char were
trapped at stone ugira at these places, for example at Nauyaruluk,
Irkraluit, and Nugsan&juk in Foster Bay. Fishing was undertaken by
both men and women. It was a subsiduary activity for women and older
people, and although predominant in summer it took place throughout
the year, either in the open water of rivers, river mouths or lakes,
or through holes in the {ce.

By August and September the range of activities was most
diverse. Villages reached their greatest dispersal, and population
aggregatcs were at their smallest, sometimes consisting of individual
nuclear famlles. Often these camps were very transitory. Caribou
hunting and fishing both became important actlvities as well as sea
mammal hunting. According to Mathiassen (1928, 30) there was a division
of activities according to age at this time of year, as the younger

[y

men and their familics moved inland to hunt caribou, leaving the older
men on the coast to hunt séa mammals. Food surplusses were stored for
winter use.

Freeze-up generally occurs in Octobér when there are fower
hours of daylight, temperatures fall, and the sea {ce begins to form.
Precipitation falls In the form of snow. Freeze-up resulted in another
major re-adjustment in settlement pattern dné economic actiwvities. The
range of activities was reduced at this time, and the people concentrated»
once more into larger villages, Seal, walrus and carilbou were hunted

both for inmediate us4 and for storage, and any surplusses were cached

for winter use, in addition to stores accumulated in susmer. -One
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autumn and early winter activity was sewing new clothes from caribou
skins from the early autumn hunts. Qpadlek wa; named by Mathiassen's
informant (1928, 30) as being the main skin sewing village of the
Igloolik Island population. By winter most people had gathered at

Igloolik and Plngprkailk again,

" Ffe Trapping - Trading Network

w

At the beginning of the present century coné;ct between
the Igloolik Eskimos and Western soclety was still confined to the-
occasional visits of explorers to northern Foxe Basin and infrequent
and casual barter with whalers in neighbouring areas. Trading with
the Eskimos was an important suvbsliduary source of income to whalers,
especfally as the numbers and value of bowhead whales delined towards
the end of the 19th century (Low 1906). As the visits of commercial
wvhaling ships to the eastern Arct}c became less frequent a number of
traders established posts to take advantage of the underdeveloped po-
tential tor trade. Trading posts were established in Pond Inlet in
1903, Repulse Bay {n 1920 and Arctic Bay in 1926. Sone traders visited
Foxe Baoin themselves to encouriage trapping, for examéle a man employed
by Munn at Pond Inlet (Munn 1932).

The Igloolik Lskimos now became fully committed to trapping
for the first time., The wtone traps formerly in use were replaced by
metal spriag traps obtained from the traders. fWO men born in 1910 and

1916 state tﬁat stone traps wvere used by the Igloolik tskimos betore

y
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their generation, although both men had used chgm when metal traps
were not available (Unpublished field notes 1969, 3,4). )

Activities associated with trapping and trading were
overlaid on the traditional hunting economy, and the trading posts
became an indispensible part of the economic sphere, exerting a cen-
trifugal force attracting the Igloolik Eskimos to visit neighbouring
regions, The trapplng—crad}ng network is illustrated in Figure 8.

The Igloolik Eskimos themselves became increasingly im-—
portant to the continuance of the economic viability of these trading
companics, which competed with each other to obtain resources from
northern Foxe Basin. In this period between 1900 and the 1920's the
price of fox furs was high and trading was beneficial to the Eskimos
and traders alike (Figure 9). This interdependence formed a strong
link between the Igloolik Eskimos and the traders,

Trapping and trading was an i{nnovation involving the use
of new resources. However, the immediate value of trading to the
Igloolik Lkskimos lay in it providing the means for {mproving the ex-
ploftation of traditional resources. In return for an outflow of
resources from northern Foxe Basfn, largely in the gorm of fox gkins,
there was an influx of Western technology. The L@pact of guns and
whalebo.its on both hunting and settlement {s discussed in Chapter II.
Other i{tems such a- large wooden sleds, primus stoses, knives and tools
were also used to improve the efficiency of tradittonal gcclvittés
rather than to iniciate now’activl;leq: Items such as tea and tobacco

were popular and sought after luxuries, but there Was no accumulation
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WHITE FOX TRABED AT POND INLET AND FOX PRICES 1921-1954

Average Value of o
Year White Fox N.W.T. ($) Fox Traded
1921 35.26 318
1922 40.60 -
1923 38.50 1,048
1924 38.76 1,355
1925 32.93 1,866
1926 31.43 . Bé4
1927 44.70 _ 382 -
1928 42.00 ) 1,333
1929 54.15 3,515
1930 32.81 2,384
1931 22.18 479
1932 .14.04 2,811
1933 19.51 3,113
1934 17.94 904
1935 15.31 450
1936 15.31 1,698
1937 13.00 971
1938 11.57 700
1939 11.12 -
1940 8.24 844
1941 18.27 933
1942 25.85 1,020
1943 28.00 342¢
1944 32.25 . 988
1945 36.00 1,309
1946 21.50 - 839
1947 13.50 503
1948 11.00 570
1949 . 8.80 531
1950 ’ 6.50 } 857
1951 11.47 350
1952 7.70 536
1953 8.38 -
source: Bissett 1967, 36,37.
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of wealth per se, and imported food was not used when trading posts

Ak
OB X

were first opened. The main purpose of trading was the acquisition

W e

of technical equipment.to improve hunting and food production. A man L. -,y

-

born in 1900 recalls that when his family traded at Pond Inlet:
other than ammunttion we only bought tea and
tobacco. We didn't buy flour. I first

tasted flour as a teemager when I visited ;o
Repulse Bay. (Unpublished field notes 1969, 1) - .

Vigits to the trading posts, how;;er, also brought the
Igloolik Eskimos into contact with Western ideology, in particular
Christianity. Converts returned to the region and Christianity was
established there well before the first Missionary arrived. }The‘ .

particular pattern of conversions is closely connected with settlement

pattern, and is discussed in detail later in this cehapter.

THE ADOPTION OF GUNS AND WHALEBOATS

r

A number of guns had been in use in northern Foxe Basin
since the end of the 19th century. The supply of ammunition was a
limiting factor in their use, so much of the hunting was still de-
pendent on traditional weapons and techniques, before trading became .
widespread. '

A

A man born in 1900 (Unpublished field notes 1969, 1) recalls
- . Y - /—-—““' -
that his father was a young man when the Igloolik Eskimos first ob- ’

tained guns, that is in the late 19th century. At that time éhey got
guns from whalers in the south of the area at Repulse Bay, or possibly - ;f
Chesterfield Inlet, or from north Baffin lsland. There were few gunsL ‘ !

and they were on1y~used in summer, for caribou or ringed seal . Haxrpoons }f

v
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and ‘tradicional equipment were still used for all types of winter
hunting. 'Howe;er. the use of guns incressed after the trading posts
openad. The same man recalls getting guns and ammunition from Pond
Inlet as a young man when there was a E}ading post on Bylot Isiand,.
This was opérated by Munn, a private trader, and was open betweeh 1914
and 1923. By that time trading was pr;fitable enough for the infor- . :
mant's family normall; to obtain sufficient cases of ammunition for
their needs each year. 'We dign't buy too much of other‘chlngsg...
...sofwe always had enough fo;:nnnunition.“ (Unpublished field notes
1969, 1) (see Figure 9)., Another man born in 1951 states that 'people
have always had guns in Qy lifetima; although when I was young not
every man owned a gun" (Unpublished field notes 1969, 2). At the
beginning of this century the tiader at Pond Inlet was the only reli- -
gble source of guns.
Whaleboats had not been introduced in the area by 1922 o
(Mathiassen 1928) although thii had been used by thayneighbouring Pond
Inlet, Arctic Bay, and Repulse Bay people for mome time, having been_
fntroduced by the whaling(fleets. The whalers frequently discarded
their old vhaleboats at the end of the season, often trading them for
skins and ivory from the Eskimos., A member Bf‘; whaling expedition to
Baffin Bay in 1899 noted that as they left Baffin Island at the end of

v -~

the season '"one boac was given to the natives. It is a very old boat, -

’

and done for, but we are tosget four large bearskins for it next yélt."
(Barklay Walker, 1909, 99). An tmmigrant to Igloolik frou B 7cpu1u Bay

refers to this practice wﬁtn he states that before the t:nding pontl ‘ ) R

-« v & L
’ |
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the people "took the whalers' boats and used them" (Unpubllshed field
notes 1969, 3). However, none of these abandoned whaleboats are
known to have reached northern Foxe Basin.

In the 1930's several Igloolik Eskimos bought whaleboats
at trading posts in neighbouring arcas (Unpublished field notes 1969,-1).
Damas ¢alculates the price for a sail driven whaleboat in about 1927
to be 85 fox turs (Damas 1963, 24). However, by Ere 1930's the fur
market had dropped because of t£e Ucp}iasion and more than twice that
number of skins would have been needed to buy a boat of the same price
(Figure 9). This would represent the accumulated {ake of several men,
pousibly over more than one winter. a

The advantages ot owning a whaleboat i{n the exploitation
of food'resourcen are outlined in Chapter l;? ‘1t should be emphasized
that there was a considerable dependence on whaleboats in order to
accamulate sufficlent surplusses of meat to carry 6n the newly adopted
cycle of seasonal activities. Therefore individuald without boats came
to depend on those with baats, and similatiylaettlenenta without boats
were at a disadvantage compared with settlements with boats, creating a
widening gap in the wealth and solidarity of settlements.

The contrast between settlements’with whaleboats %nd those
ulthoutk{f tl1lustrated by a man from a small settlement where there
were only }oo hunters. He states that "if im ; y;nr there was enough
food, trapping would be more important."” If they had not cached suffic-

v

fent meat in summer' they could not devote very much time in winter to

.

trapping. This in turn meant that they could not trade for improved {3*§ ‘
‘ ' N

: N
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equipment, and might continue in this pattern for years, unless they
could join with hunters who owned a whaleboat. The bigger exten&ed
families were at an advantage in having enough men to hunt if the food
supply was low in winter, while others continued trapping, and the
returns from both could be shared (Unpublished fleld notes 1968, 1969).

While whaleboats remained scarce this phenomenon had a
pronounced impact on settlement, emphasizing the disparity between
wealthy settlements centred round a core kin group, and smaller, or
less stable settlements that were short of manpower and needed ‘nll
thelir trapping income for guns and ammunition in order to remain at
the subsistence level. Members of these settlements wore frequently
uere moblile than those of’the larger more consolidated g¢roups, and
occasigpnally they visttcé the 1attcr'villageq. usually exploiting
tenuous kinship ties, assoclating wvith a remote relative rather than
a parent or sibling, in order to take advantage of the enhanced economic
level resulting frOm:thc use of whaleboats.

During the 1920's and 1930's the economic poﬁttlon of the
Igloolik Eskimo; improved as they began to exploit as yet undiminished
resources using more efficient methods, at f{rst guns, and later|
whaleboats, This contrasted with the situation in northern Baffin
Island and Repulse Bay vhere lroionged uSe of Western tecunology had
gone beyond this initial favourablclgtage and resulted in over-
exploitation, and shortages of cavibou and walrus. Barklay-Walker
(1909, 69) states tha; 3ylot Islané near Pond Inlet, was/lnce good Io;

caribou, but now "the natives have pretty well exterminated them".

»
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MuniA gives an insight {nto this process saying that after he sold

l

his trading post to the Hudson's Bay Company

their traders ... took cariboo skins as ttade to
drispose of amopgst the natives of Labrador or
elsewhere. [ was (old that {n ome-.ycar the Com-
pany had shipped a thousand skins from Baffin's
laland. This was truly robbing Peter to pay

Paul. It would soon have meant the practical
extermination . of cariboo on the (sland, or at

best so reducing thelt numbers that the natives
there would not be able tu obtaln the winter
clothing ... #0 necessary to them. (Munn 1932, 255)

Scarcity of caribou at Poué Inlet led to greater pressure on caribou
around northern Foxe Baulg. Occasfonally Pond inlet people would
visit thie eastern part ot the basin specitically to hunt caribou
(Unpubl ished ficld notes 1969, 13), and the trader Hunn'rvpnrca on
the exchange ot skins between the {yloolik and Po;h Inlet I skimon
nedar hiq poat saylog:

They were very generous to my Pond's Inlet éuople,

giving them a number of the invdaluable September-

kitlled cariboo skins for clothing, ot which they

hroaght a good supply.  (Munn 1932, 255;

A yroup of Pond Inlet people moved permdnenF}y to Manlrtau
in the northcgst of ani Basin in 1920 because of paucity of resources
in their own area (Unpublished field notes 1969, 13, Mathlassen 1928),

- Others came to northern Foxe Basin for walrus, and during the 1920's
and 1930's there was a wave of fmmigration from northern Baffiu Island
and Repulse Bay far more pronounced than the former amall scale recip-
rocal migrations between regions. This, together with natural increase,

led to a considerable growth of population, from 143 in 1922 to 301

. in 1949. Tuls resulted in serlous pressure being put oa resources in

. .
A 2
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the—nelghbourhood of settlements, N

By the 1930's caribou had declined in northern Foxe
Basin. Whaleboats, the increased walrus catch, and hunter pressure
resulting from population growth, began to affect the habits of the
walrus. In the 1930's, and especially the 1940's the walrus wi££drew
from the parts ot their range that were near settlements, turning te ¢
more remote areas. These changes increased the overall dependence on
trade, but came at a time wheun fox prices were dropping. This situation

led to fundamental changes in the settlement pattern in the late 1940's.

Clisnges gto, Settlemeat Pattern 1°00-1945

The wize and composition of settlements, {ndividual mob-
ffity, and changes In overall settlcmugt pattern {n this century have
been reconstructed by Intormant recall data gathered in [gloo;ik and
Hall Beach in lﬂbé and 1909, correlated with the avaflable censusés,

The first accurate census was made in the winter of 1921-
1972 by Mathlassen (1928, 15). He recorded the location and composition
of tlte four winter villages that formed that year, together with a f{fth
group ot lglool ik Lukiwos wintering to the south of the area. This,
topether with the descriptions contalned in other parts of the Fifth

.laulv Lxpeditgon reports, ta-ghu earliest rellable wricten source of
dita on settiement pattern and population, and it corresponds very

clorely with the reconstruction made trom informants' accounts.

fn the winter of 1921-1922 settlement was concentrated in

o0

4"‘}
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MAP 4
SIZE AND LOCATION OF
SETTLEMENTS 1921-1922
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the same areas as it had been at the time of first contact, although

e

one large group was temporarily living between northern Foxe Basin and
Repulse Bay, and another group had recently immigrated from Pond

Inlet to Manirtau (Map 4). Figure 10 is a breakdown of population by

settlement.,
FIGURE 10
S1ZE AND LOCATION OF SETTLEMENTS 1921-22
men women | children toéal
——n o - R —— - B bR TN - R .- f et e e by e
Igloolik Island 24 25 F 25 73
Foster Bay 6 6 5 17
Parry Bay 3 3 4 10
Manirtau 4 5 7 16
Teibjerfang 8 8 11 27
(in south) ¢ /1; .
Totai: T wsTTr TTE [T T

source: Mathlassen 1928, 15-21

Igloolik Island

In the period between 1900 and 1945 the Igleoolik Island
TN
area supported the largest population aggregate in northern Foxe Basin,
as it had done at the ‘e of first contact (Figure 111, Figure 12).

There were 73 people living in the area in 1921. This figure recorded

,'Flp,urc 11 is the key to agcompany all tables of seétlement composition
in Chapters II1 to VI,

e | ‘ -
N . C




PIGURE 11
OVERALL KEY TO FIGURES OF
SETTLEMENT COMPOSITION

)

veemeeniee  R@s idence at the settlement named in the
figure title

- -

eesecesessenesss INtermittant or inferred residence in present
settlement.

Continued residence beyond the period shown
in the table.

AQu ==mem——  Origin of family moving to present settlement.

Agu Destination of family moving from present
settlement -

—— Where no origin is stated the nuclear family
is newly formed.

J—r | Death of family head.

Example:

KAPUIVIK 1940-1950

\d

Family No. 1940 1945 1950
1 ' Avajuk
2 Agu (a)

+ Manitok

3 LY TYYYY 2 LI} as - .

1. Family 1 lived in Kapuivik until 1945 when they moved to
Avajuk,

2. Family 2 moved from A to Kapuivik in 1942, and lived
there until tha head’s An 1946,

3. Family 3 lived in Kapuivik intermittantly throughout “the
period, but was also associated with Menitok, .

2



FIGURE 12
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COMPOSITION OF THE IGLOOLIK ISLAND POPULATION 1900-1945
4o e ~ — e

Pamily Mo. 1900 1910 | s 1930 | 190 1943
1 . g
2 (a)

3 4
‘ -
L] ~—— —
‘ >
n - @

12 ceceesessaces (4)

13 esssnssssanos {4)
14 =2
1s —
16 P
17 - 3’
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19 Pond. Repulse m—
20 Repulse : cossenses)
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For key to all settlement composition tables ses Fig.ll
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by Mathiassen, is consistent with the population siee extrapolated for
the area during the first 20 years of this century from the field data
(Figure 10). )

The Igloolik Island people continued to hunt in an area
from the southern tip of Jens Munk Island, along the floe edge towards
Foster Bay, and in the north, west from Jens Munk Island to the mouth
of the Fury and Hecla Stralit, with occasional visits to the west coast
of Melville Peninsula, and the castern shqre of Foxe Basin (Map 2). The
emphasis of hunting qu still on walrus and seals Walrus continued to
be abundant {n Hooper Inlet by Igloolik Island. Caribou became scarcer
inland on Mclville Peninsula during the period, especlally after guns
were adopted locally, so that they were hardly worth hunting there
(Beaubier 1969, 1), and men began to travel further afleld on Baffin
Island for caribou. The winter site at Igloolik Point was still in use,
and Mathiassen found a snow house village there in 1921, but Avajuk,
a village on Melville Peninsula west of Igloolik Island, grew in im-
portance during the period.

At the centre of the Igloolik Island group in the early
part af this century was one man and his three gisters. He w§§~a good
hunter, "onc¢ of the most skilful walrus hupters at Iglui@k" (Rasmussen
1929, 32), and supported two wives aﬁd numerous children, Qho survived
to maturity. H1s three sisters remained at Avajuk w}t; their husbands
after marriage., Thls group of rela&ivesg having a strong.feader at
thedir head, and occupying aa excéllent resqurce area, bacame gstablis“d

as the core of the Igleolik island population.
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By 1921 théere were 24 adult men in thekgtoup, of whom four
were sons of the leader. He had ten surviving offspring by this time,
although the next largest family in the whole of northern Foxe Basin
had only four, apd most had no more than two (Mathfassen 1928). This
structure is directly linked with the subsequent development of the
village.

B Co-operation within the leader's family enabled them to
trap cxtvuql;vly in winter. Trap lines were set inland from»Avajuk;
and each man could tend his trap line in one day's travel by dog team
(Unpublished flbld notes 1969, 2). This uncoprnged the practlce of
remaining at Avajuk into the winter, instead of large scale relocation
nearer the floe edge at Igloolik Point for seal and wal&xs hunting,
which had been characteristic of earlier periods. However, the winter
villages at Igloolik Point and on the sea ice were still in use but
on a smaller scale.

In about 1939 it was the lvader of Avajuk and his family
who were the first to obtain whaleboats {n northern Foxe Basin (Un-
published tleld notes 1969, 2). They were able to do so by pooling
resources and. combining the fo; take trom the trap lines of the father,
his sons aund sons~ih~law. One of the leader's sons recalls }raveliing
with his tather and two brothers to Pond Inlet whece éhey traded fox

P

and wolt skins for the boat. "The price of fox skins was good then.
.
We got more furs then, and it was not difficult to trap enough.”

(Unpublished field notes 1969, 6); Another soun bought a whaleboat in

£ ,
1934, and ¢ son-in-law bought another dat about tie same time,

p )
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These boats enabled hunters to harvest wore walrus in o

Hooper Inlet, and more importantly, to transport the meat, which waa
stored near Avajuk. Inatead of hunting on foot along the shore be-
tween Foster Bay and Hooper Inlet in summer, they could now concentrate
on walrus nearer Avajuk on ice pans, or at the numerous small {slands
used by the walrus to haul out in summer (ooglits). This lessened tha
geed for summer dispersal from Avajuk. The increased catch of meat ~
resulgidg from the use of whaleboats and firearms also contribut;d to
.growing sedentariness., It was now less necessary to relocate near
the floe edge at Igloolik Point 1n’w1nter as th;re was normalf; a
supply of thred food at Avajuk, and jouwneys tu huuting areas 0; the
© f{ce were made easier by the increuased alze of dog teams and tmﬁroved
sleds. Long sturdy sleds made oi traded wood were now cammon. Trdp
lines were set near Avajuk and spring trade journeys made from there.
‘The Igloollk Island people became increasingly centralized and seden-
tary in the 1930;8, and so were able to>11ve for much of the year at
Avajuk. ~ ’
Avajuk was oriéinally an astumn village, but by the early
1930's ft had become a year round sfte occyped "all year except for
caribou hénting and spring sealing on the ice.” ’(Unpublfshed‘field
notes 1969, 2). Damas noted that by 1931 a new style ol stone and turf

-

\ house (qarmat) had Deen developed at Avajuk (Damq; 1963, 25). Earlier

e o
T

qarmats had been round, bput these were now rectangular, and were

roofed either with skin in the old style, or with canvas.
’ [ .
The growlng prosperity of the Igloolik Island group meant

-
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that interaction g;tdhen this and other populatiﬁn groups in nochern‘ .
Foxe Basin were not reciprocal, ;ut :cé&ed in one direction only.
The Igloolik Islagq‘peoﬁle did not ‘characteristically visit other
settlements in northern Foxe Banfh for extended stays, bué mambers of

these groups did visit Avajuk, becomong attached temporarily as periph-

eral population (Figure 12). Interaction between-the Igloolik Island .
and Foster Bay groups, for example, diminished when whaleboats at

Avajuk made co-operative walrus hunting on the coasts between the two .

. \9
areas unnecessary for the Avajuk men.

L4

With one exception families in other villages {n notrthern

Foxe Basin were unable to afford whaleboats at this time. Co-operation. |
was needed té pool resources to buy a boat. It was also necessary for
.
the difficult overland journey on which dogs and families must be fed,
and sufficient dogs and men to haul the heavy boat were needed. Several
dog teams were used to bring one boat from the trading post (Unpublished
fleld notes 1969, 1,10). It was only the larger settlements whose
members were able to do this eaaily. This demonstrates a strong ling L
between technology available and the size of settlements. The possibility
of buying a whaleboat gave considerable economic ¢1vantage to themlarget

settlements. Since Avajuk was the largest population aggregate in the

» .
region, and had at its core one strong kin group able to co-operate in
trading, its advantages over the smaller settlements grew cumulatively

- L4
as it acquired superior technical equipment. Time was against the

smaller settlements too, as the price of white fox was dropping during -

the 1930's’, from an ayerage of $32.81 ia 1930 to $11.12 in i939'(thpr¢ 9, . »




making the chance of bﬁying a boat even more remote for the'smaller ' .
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settlements.

N Uae;of whaleboats required co-dperation of crew mfubeis,~>

unlike the kayak where each man was .independent. 4 new pattern of

‘hdncing emerged in which the whaleboat o§£et giayed a ﬁfouinent part, | ' ¢

and with it came ;hnngee in the authority structure of settlements.

- Previously every man with a kayak had hunted seal 1nd¢p:ndent1y in
summer. Some informants cite cases of co-operation of several kayaks

in a whale hunt, but it seems that this was rare (Unpublished field '

notes 1969, 1).- Walrus were usually hunted by -pairs of men on foot om

, wE
the ice, using harpoons, and there had been limited walrus bunting in s L
’ summer . a

)

Now for the first time it was pospiﬁle to hunt walrds in~

summer by boat. Several men were needed to steer and row the boat,

tend ghe sail, and to kill and butcher the walrus, and a new organiza-

N
1

tion, based on the whaleboat owner, emérgzd.

Previdualy those men who did not own a kayak spent the : . ’

-

summer hunting caribot on foot inland (Unpublished field notes 1969, 1).

A3

These“we%e often the young mén. - Now "i{f a man didn'fﬂ;ws a boat he 32
hunted with men who did." (Unpublished field ﬁotes 1969, 4) H;ﬁ who f\ é
N had no boat therefore became Aepandént\on‘tho:o who did,,lcnéing pre - . i?
\ ‘ . prestige ard tmportance to boat owners. © »
\ ,

Fdilowing the improvement of hunting ylelds and-the greater .
degree of sedentariness in the 1920's and 1930's the Igloolik Island:

.' "_~ poéulatlor‘x group grew in size, both by incraased surivhr_al and by- 1‘_1-:‘
. . 33 ) », ’ . *.
. o
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gratta; fm poover uighbontlu aress beyond and within northern

Yoxe Iutn. vm..- qndonuou marriages bacama popular, particu.lnrly
batween cousiuns despite ‘the 1nqut taboo against such marriages. This

e P IEE
,3

. ~ tnluua an indtv;ﬂual' cmd strong ties vich the core group.
In-matrying males from othn utthnnt- tcudal to rmm in tho area
attay thcir bride urvich t(thqggﬁnn return to thait own villm b--
cause of the pdvuu:un ‘of Iivin; at’ Avajnk. lott\ trands go sgainmt
‘ LE!‘.‘;/\“""‘ ducrib-d by Damas in relation to marrisge (Dands 1963) . J
_ ‘ Damas (1963. 60) shows that thc entire village population
> of 192Luu ulu:od in -ou vay to the luchr. llmvcr, during the
1920's,; nnd‘etpechlly in tho period’ tonowiu ‘the acquisition of whale-
p bocu, a nuubor of iuigrmu verée nteuct-d to tha;srea.’ 'mu 1a£1ux
’ is not documentsd n the literature as it oceuired h&w«n tha 1921
- and the 1945 and 1949 censyses, m by 1965 many o; these Asmigrants
had woved elsevhere., Dmn nona :hac r.ha popuu:ibu doubled Retween N
S these c‘muau; but dou tot . g:ium thr procm (Dam 1963).
‘l‘ablc 12 uhm\ the pop‘hh& of tho I;”loouk area bom
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. - . 1900 nng 1945. ‘l:hc cdu {nm is coupn of ahtim eht-h\ lndct. , ;
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areas had declined. Others came from poorer local villages.

The extreme stability of the Avajuk.:c;re grotap is demon-
strated in Figure 12. No member of thia group left the area for more
than brief visits to trading posts or lto relatives once they had ob-
tained whaleboats. ‘This suggests tl}lt Avajuk was the maf/favoutnbla'
of all possible locations open to members of this group. Some fmmi-
grants also displayed a degreo'; of stability afte( their arrival, made
possible by the prosperity of the area. In several cases these {mmi-
grants increased their kinship links with the original core group
through marriage and adoption Ebet\ween the groups. A number of other
immigrants never became pemxﬁent members of the group, but reaalined
at its periphery, their behaviour characterized by frequent movements
and auociatio\h with other settlementc?. Most had only tenuous kinship
ties with the core population at best., These may be termed &he peri-
pheral wembers of the Igloolik Island population. -

Th“e_ period of the 192;)'3 apd 19’30'9 was one of prosperity

for the Igloolik people, but their dependence on trade was growing.

A

They required gun$-and amgunition, and after givirg up the use of !

¢

Caribou were harder to £ind nearby and had to be hunted further affeld.

In ?addition tuberculosis had become widespread, and. many people living -
' ‘ * . -

. - e . R N
at Avajuk had-costracted it and were c«mscquéncly aertoualy 1ncapacitated.

IJ h

‘A Rom Cathauc.vmaason vas es.tabluhed at Avajuk {o 1931,

'I)nis su. m cluodan bemmu it vag at the centre of the largest popula-

~ 1 ey

t:ipn srcmp :!.n the régmwwhet'c charo weu alread’y some Catholic c,gmfetu.

-

-
{

v
L

I~

~ kayaks they ‘depgnded entirely on thelr whygleboats for open water hunting. .

s
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There were also some Anglican converts .in other parts of notthern
Foxe Basin, but with the establishment of the Miasion at Avajuk the

majority of the Igloolik Island-people were converted, and Avajuk

became the Catholic stronghold. Others elsevhere in .the region re-
mained Anglican. All the descendeats of the core group at Avajuk
are Catholic, and today form the heart of the Roman Catholic section

of the modern village of Igloolik. The remainder are largely Anglican

whatever their orginal village affiliation,

Fogster Bay : ) . } .

. .. The second largest population aggregate at the boginnii@

of the century was centred on Foster Bay. This was a good area for ' 3
walrus huntaitig, as wellﬁ as for seal, caribou and fish. The seasonal

cycle included a wintet‘\villade at Pingerkalik or Akunik, summer sites

[

at Pingerkalik and Umaluyal often :in company with some of the Igloolik
Island people, or at Nugsgpajuk, and aitea‘nin the Obglit Islands.

X During the first 30 years of the ceatury the settlement pattuetn was <,: :

\

essentiglly the same as that described above for the period of first

gontac%in the 19th century.

-

2 . ¢

In 1911 the Foster Bay grcup consistéd of gix families

(Figure ;3). Five of the si\x adult men belcmgad to one kin group, .- 2

» A

being a father \gnd four adult aqna\. The sixth ‘family at the time of

-

Hachia_sien'n“ census was not clodely related to this core group,”but had -

* -
.

,
G
SR DALY SR I Y

P

i

relatives at Avéj uk. -

. ' . s

Tt Wi

. As in the Hrst “-W“ct pexiod this group could be dinuin-— : 9

.M‘g?“

. iy

quished frou the Igloolik Island people by the estabuslment of sapar;ta

4

A -

L e b W

Hn this _’ﬂ{{b;ir uys refars to this site in Foster Bay (Map 1),im the ;
" tmaluya (Ungaluyst,|Crove 1963; op Igloslik Jaland, i ) i
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PIGURE 13 .
COMPOSITION OF THE FOSTER BAY POPULATION 1920-1945 v
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winter villages, and a serles of seasonal settlements in Foster Bay.
However, there was counsiderable 1nteracgibn between the two groups,

and co-operative hunting was common before 1930. In the 1920‘'s several
sons of the leader of Avajuk spent springs and summers liunting walrys
;c Umaluya in Foster Bay, continuing the trend for co-operation petween
the two groups. Howewver, after the Avajuk group acquited whalebéatl

these mep tended to stay in the area around Igloolik Island. One of

them compares Umaluya in Foster Bay with A&ajuk as follows: '"it was

possible tp get more walrus. from Avajuk, but we neaded a bont; as they

were further from land., Walrus wete close to ahoFe at Umaluya Ebstct
Baj] and could be caught without a bcat." (Unpubli®fd field.notes
1969, 6). When the Avajuk people bought whaleboats these man do
longer needed to hunt on }oﬂt along this coast, but joined others
hunﬁing from boats. In this period the personnel of the two areas
became more ;harply defined and autonomous, \ N

In the 1930's, after the death of the Fost¢r Bay core
family hcxg, two of his sons bought a whaleboat. This had the effect
of consolidating their status as leaders of the group. TheyAcould ngw
take fuller advantage of the large numbers of walrus in Foster Bey and

é
v

. 4
on the Ooglit Islands: )

At thia time Akunik appcare to have become the domiaant

* «

winter villdge instead of Pingerkalik, which is nearer the winter floe

edge. This is a similar shift mo ‘that of the Iglaplik Island populutinn

from Iglookik Point to Avajuk, and it may be  assumad thag the gnderlyiqg- {

reasons are thesame. The whaleboat, by incteasing the emphasis on
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stored weat and trapping in winter made it possible to stay in the
autumn village through the winter as huntlsg near the floe edge
became lt?l important at this time 6f year. Blgger dog teams and
better sleds made journeys to the hunting areas easler and quicker.

A second group assocliated with Akunik in this perlod, in
particular the early 1940's, also had connections with the small Parry
Bay population in the south. Two brothers, related to this group,
Iived together at Akunik for three years from about 1939 to 1941.

Both had previously been highly wmobile. One had come from Pond Inlet,
and later went on to associate with several other villages in the area
before establishing his own setclen;nt with his sons. The other

i

brother had come from Repulse Bay, and he then +gved on to'Kapuivik on

i

Jemns Munk Island, This man states that he neveﬂ owned a whaleboat, but

that his neighboura in Akunik, the two leaders, did, and 1t seems that

. this whaleboat was an impdrtant factor in his decision to locate at

\
Akunik.

/
]

Several other families from elsewhére asqociated with Akunik

briefly in the 1930's and early 1940's. These families wege a Ploating;
peripheral population attracted to Akunik by its economic positionm, ]

% ;
although most of them were ostensibly, exploiting kin tigs (Figure 13).f

In summary, Akunik, consisted, up to the mid 1940's, of a /

!
{

stable core population compased of one man and his sons, who lived thn&e
throughout the period. A group of peripﬁaral, short term members were

{
also agssoclated with the village’, apparently attrz~ted by its comparfttve

wealth, ahd the possession of a_whaleboat. Some of these men were
,-‘ .
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. .
‘groups further north in contrast to that between the Igloolik Island

normally associated with Parry Bay, and others had a history of fre-

quent movement. The allociattonipetwtcn the Foster Bay and Igloolik
Island populations, prominent in the 1920's, had decreased as both
groups became more autonomous sfter obtaining whaleboats. This trend

was emphasized by the tendency of the Akunik people to trade at Repulse

4

Bay, increasing their contact with the southern settlements in Patry

Bay, whilc the Avajuk peopie traded at Pond Inleg or Arctic Bay to the

-

north. In addition the Igloolik Island pcéple embraced Roman Catholicism
whilst the Parry Bay people, in common with the remainder of the popula-

tion, became Angli¢canms..

~ a

Parry Bay

A third, smaller population group was centred on Parry Bay .

in the south of the area, following the pattern found in the pre-contact

~

period. This is an area similar in extent and resources to Foster Bay,
- ,

but it was a minor settlement area supporting a smaller permanent -

population (Figure 14). There was little regular interaction with ; .

and Foster Bay groups. Although individuals from Parry Bay did 1’.’t

these areas at times thare was little- movement the other way from

-

Akunik, and almost none tr&m Avnjuk} boeh of which were more prosperous

than Parry Bay. ' '

i

In 1921 there were ynly thrée families in Parry Bay, & man - i

and his two adult sons. Howaver, the group spending that winter st . Jg.

.

Itibjeriamg to the svuth had come from novihern Foxe Basin, and’membcrs
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FIGURE 14 :
COMPOSITION OF THE PARRY BAY POPULATION 1920-1943 1
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are knowngo have been assoclated with the Parry Bay settlements, ea- )

-pecially during the 1930'9. They were also associated with other ‘ «

villages in northern Foxe Basin snd were a relatively mobile group,
I

If these two groups are combincﬁ there is a’ possible waximum population

_ of 11 familied for Parry Bay in thm 1929'.. However, it is unlikely

o et

that this numbar ever lived %Cte tohcth#t, ond':heun people ncarly n}l

displayced high personal mnhillty (Pigure 14),
\ ' - 19
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By the 1930's Karmat was the main village, with five or

six families living there throughout the decade. There was a shall -

permanent population, but the majority of members were very mobile,
moving between settlement areas, and spent much of their time in other
northern Foxe Basig villages, or out of the area altogether. Apparently’
none of tgese people owned whaleboats in éﬁia period (Unpublished field*:
notes 1969, 1) which must have been a strong influence on their de-
cislons to align with other gtoupa.’ There was a close connection
between some Parry Bay people and Akunik now, apparantly influenced by
the latter village'g whaleboat, The‘lqpse structure, and transitory
nature of the Parry Bay settlements, iacking large sibling goups, or
even a large pérmanent population of adult men, made the accumulation

of sufficient %urs for a whaleboat difficult and apparently impossible
to achieve. In this period Parry Bay cannot be considered as a core
settlement area of the same nature“;g,lgloolik Island or Foster qu‘
baca;se of 1%? floating population which wag also aligned with several
other population centres both in and outside northern Foxe Basin. There

18 a marked contrast between the mobility of the Parry Bay people apd

the‘stabiliCy of the Igloolik Island and, Foster Bay groups.

«

Other Settlements

During this period a number of other‘minor settlement areas

were 1ﬁhab£ced intermittently, . u

+

Pillk on the east sidé of northern ?qxa Basin, was visited occasionally

but there has been no permanent long term settlement there in this century
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(Figure 15).

£ 1ot dadan

;

1

One man, originally from Avajuk, who led a very mobile life,
lived at Pilik for at least part of the time betveen about 1908 and the
eyrly 1920's, together wlch two ot thee oéhar'thnilici. Idniudina'hti

elder brother. 'He trapped fox there for at lsast ten winters, and

- crﬂwded at Pond Inlet, Ha alep Livad st Irkrsluit, Igloolik Imland,
Ar%tic Bay and Pond Inlet duribg this peried, Anéihnr of these tanillno
. , ot

1 . [
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adso moved to Arctic Bay and Pond Inlet in the 1920's before returning
to northern Foxe Bautn in 1930. Only one mén is known to have been
assocfated with Plllk in both the 1920's and 1930's, and he also lived
at Seowajuk north‘of Jeas Munk Ifland during the same period.

It seems clear from statements made by informants that
l‘ilik ‘wna considered marginal to the main hunting areas, but was some-
times vislted for brief poriods if for any reason game was short elsa-‘
where. Caribou hunting was particularly good on that coast becsuse
caribou could be found there after they had left areas fu’t:ther north
on Baffin Island during their migratory mc':;yen-euta‘. It may be that
people went to Pillk especially_ to 3;st caribou skins to replace et
clothes and bedding. This became increasiagly probshle as cariboy be-
came }:carce( elae}chere. Ho;ve'ver, these settléwllt;, ware comparatively

small and transitory, and were gencrally composed of highly mobile

individuals, rarely members of core population groups at this time.

. Manirtau and Steensby Inlet. The other settled areas in the gast’

were Mamirtau and Steensby Inlet. In 1921 Mathiassen reported five

fanilds at Manirtau who were recent imnigrants from Pond Inlat. Of

G

"these, three men and thelr sons, and at times their lont-fn-hw, re-

nuﬂned in the area chrougtwut the. poriod that followed (lﬁgﬁu 16) One ‘

of thase men lived at Knngilkaimayuk in Staeensby, Inlet in the 1920'-,
where he remained until hta daath in about 19407 His sons um tlmrc

with him, and thay stayed tlwra {nto the 1950'8. Ona of his daughun

- married in;:o the firat family livipg. at nnnirt.nu. md the tw ﬂq;upi

.
LY . A -l

retained close links.
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FIGURI-f 16
g _ _:*__gqnposxrrup MANIRTAU 1920-1945 .
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The Manirtau group was also associated with Kapui‘;ik on
Jens Munk Island from the early 1940's. They joined with the Kapuivik -

people for summer and autumn walrus hunts, using the Kapuivik whale-
boat, , h ) . <. s

“ £
. Agu. In the northwest, beyond the Fury and Hecla Strait, a group of

min‘or settlements became established around Agu Ba:y (Figure 17)‘.‘

g

Before the 1920's this area 'was pof permanently occupied. Occasional

hunters visited the area from northern Foxe Basin or Arctié Bay, but .

o

they dfd natsettle there, In the mid 1930's a group of -immigrants

arf}'ved from A’rcr.fc' Bay. ‘They vwere influenced by the din;ppdaunce of.
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walrus in that ares, and generally pooi ar deteriorating hunting con~

ditions. - ) . : .
o
5 .

Three men, two of them brothers, founded séttlements at

- e} L

Agu Bay:' There were no walrus thers so the seasonal cycla was dom-
inated by dgeal hunting. Crowe (1969) -uggeited ALhat permanent setgle-

ment of this aresa was anly possible after: the} adoption of firearwe .

increased seal yields., | ; . B .

For most of thase people tht; winter sealing village was

?

at Kikitarluk on Crown Prince Frederik Island (Map 2). This group
moved out onto the aea ice as the winter advanced. * Fox lines.wete set

on che 1sland or on the adjacent coast _af Baffin Island. The" traps

*

wete depqndcnt on seal meat for b«"tt: ﬂnd a8 thia was .algo the source

4 A

of humaw and cbog EOOd seal hunting took prccedence over all othar
: . ¥,
activities. ‘Before break-up men 1eft by dog tean fm: qufit\ Island .
v
. »’\
or Melville Peninsula for caribou lum:in; .While some wen hunted in- T T,

-*

oy v

land those remaining at the coasts fished in the rivers. .Invdutumn

t L

they lived in .q?\_‘tn nearer the shore, Hunting tinga4 ‘seal and T

)

bearded seal at the floe sdge, as well as whitp whaic. Nhe&; :ha sea

v . . -

‘ftote they . renurné: to’Kikitarluk for the vlntc::,. L i
‘ One of r.hu froup owned a 'whaleboa: tu: one cim,. hnc ha -~ .o w

" lived apade from the onm- at mmnu durlnr most of ch. pcriad. C Q;
" Since thera' w.;ra,, no walrun tn ﬂu area m.metulnui of a, Mgmgg T e %«;

¢ PYA v . .o :

was limited and dm ot hm;- the same effect qn the group 's cm&my’ « oty

'the _boats at Iglooi tk and Akunik,. Being do closcg:o &K:H.c l‘y’ﬁm e
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.the other with the whole family in spring (Unpublished field notes
1969, 5), .
The Agu people, after their initial move from Arctic Bay;
Were residentially atable and remained in the same area throughout the
' ﬁetiod, indapendent oé other groups. They traded at Repulse Bay until
*-41947 whet the store opencd in Iglookik, and this served to emphasize

their marginality to the main nortaern Foxe Basin nopulation as their

contact was minimal. »

~&Euy_aruluk. About four families llQéd at Nauyaruluk during the
1930's. These inckuded two very mobile men, one of whom also lived at ./
Arctic Bay, Pond Inlet and Pilik. The second man and his son alsol,
lived at Arctic Bay and Akunik. One of this man's brothers left Avajuk
for a while in about 1930 to join him at Nauyaruluk., This site was not
occupied agdin, except perhaps for short term seasonal visits until the

late 1940's (Figure 18).

{ »
Seowa juk, northwest of Jens Munk Island, was occupied intermittently

. Y

during the period. One man was assoclated with this area from the 1920's
to the 1940's, but he also lived at Pilik and Iglujuak during this tife.
A second family is known to have lived here throughout the 1930's and

early 1940's until the head's death (Figure 19).

£ ;

Kapulvik. By 1943 Kapulvik had become a significant village. Before
then Jens Munk Island had been the site of occasiogal temporary settle~

ments only, in this century. By the late 1930's several families lived

s
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on the~island, particularly at Nugliviktok. These included the

highly mobile man mentioned in connection with Pilik above. By

19@3 a large group of fa;ilies had begun converging at Kaersuit for

the autumn walrus.hunt. These people came from Kapulvik, Seowajuk,

Manirtau, and other ;ettlements in the area (Unpublished field notes

1969, 8) and were brought together by one man's whaleboat. This trend

continued throughout the 1940's., The processes leading to the growth

of Kapulvik are described more fully in Chapter IV,

Iglujuak was the site of temporary camps during this period. Only
one family, also mentioned in connection with Pilik and Nauyaruluk, is
known to have lived here permanently before 1940. In 1940 three of the
sonsd of the leader of Avajuk formed a temporary caribou hunting camp
here, bug rc;urned to their own village after a short period. Iglujuak
did not become a permanent village with a stable population until the

mid 1940's (Figure 20).

There were also temporary camps at a number of other sites.
These Include Upirgnaviajuk and other locations on the north shore of
Murray Maxwell Bay, north of Jens Munk Island, and at Irkraluit at the
mouth of Gifford kiver. These were seasonal sites, as suggested by

the place names (Uplrgnaviajuk meaning a summer site, and Irkraluit a

fishing camp), and such sites had been in use since pre-contact times,

These settlements were formed temporarily by people from other villages.

Families occasianally settled temporarily on the west side of Melville

3 ‘-‘.
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Peninsula, for example a visiting Pond Inlet family lived at Arlanajuk

in the early 1930's but these settlements were not ,permanent. Other

short-term camps, generally aeasonal,‘were located throughout the #tea,

as suggested by the distribution of recéﬁtly used place names shown on
Map 2, The population distributions described in this section are

summarized in Figure 21,

Summary: The Effect of Trade on Settlement, 1920-1945

N

The adoption of regular trapping and‘trading in this period
resulted in an influx of Western technical equipment. Yhe Lmproved
equipmcnt was applied to traditional reseurces (with the addition of
fox) and greatly incrcased the effectiveness of subsistence activities,
This resulted in an overall increase in the economic level of the lg-
loolik Eskimos, which in turn promoted populat;on growth, both by
natural increase and by immigration (Figure 227. v

The improved economic position, however, was not uniform.
Whaleboats in particular, were only avallable to gettlements of a

- e —_—
certaln population size having a large kin gr?up-able to co-operate
in trading. These conditions were met in Avajuk and Akunik? but not
yei v)se&here.

The division of population into core and peripheral groups
discussed in Chapter II is clearly in evidence in this periocd. Two

corc populAtion groups owned a large proportion of the region's Western

technicil equipment, guns and whaleboats. The core settlement areas,
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. FIGURE 22
FACTORS INFLUENCING SFTTLEMBNT PATTERN 1900-1939
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peripheral population from other arcas In northern Toxe Basin and from

i
'
i

neighbouring reglons which were at a lower economic level. These
people expected to benefit from the wealth of the core gettlement areas,
Congsyxoly, the minor scttlement areas Lo the Iglooltk reglon ?id not
develop the new é;cial or economic organtzation based on the use of
whaleboats, but remalned at a more steady subsistencéxluvel, the im-
provement offered by filrearms offset to some extent by a decline in the,
caribou (p.62).
|

The core settlement areas developed a new settlement pattern
based on a central village (Avajuk and Akunlk) from which a large prop-
ortion of the yo;r's subsistence activities were grncrated. These
villages weve occupied all year, but groups and individuals continued
to relocntelat seasonal settlements for shbﬁsﬂserioda, returning to the

¥ -
central villages where surplusses werd stored for winter use. Trading

was an ladispensible part of the yearly cycle.
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{ The population df northern Foxe Basin continued CO\grow
by natural increase following Lmprovements to the food su%pfy ;nd
fncreasing cheptnrtness, and by immigration froﬁ neighbouring reglons,
Bome immigrants cstablished new minor settlement areas, such as those

who came to Manirtau from Pond Inlet and to Agu from Repulse Bdy., The
core scttlement areas attracted a large proportion of tmmigrants hoth
{from other lodal scttlements and from other regions., However, tmmi-~

| 1

} f
gration was not unlimfited, and these settlements did not grow beyond a
cortain level (Figure 21). Instead populatlon growth was absorbed

Fﬁﬁiwhoro, rather than diluting the resources of the rich core settle-
|

ment areas.  The fact that many peripheral inhabitants of the core
|

settlement areas, fn particular Avajuk, left after only a brief asade-
{ i

fation with the village to join new pettfements; suggests that the
1lmity of the resources in these arcas were percclved; and that the

caore groups were in a posltion both to exert pressure on peripheral

.

members of the group to leave, and also to prevent others from attaching
|

themselves «to the group. The practice of jealous preservation of kin-
ship ties within the Avajuk core population is further evidence of the

fnfluence ot this group in excluding others from the area, implylng

“~

that without kinshlp ties an individual would have no e¢laim to the rec-

-

sources of the area,
4

¥
The core populations formed an elite, comprising the most

influentinl and prosperous members of the wealthlest villages of northern
Foxe Basin, wilch was (tself an arca richer in resources than any of

the nelghbouring regioms on northern Baff{in island or southera Foxe

.
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Basin at this time. During the 1920's and 1930's the core populations

\
hné nothing to gain from mobility, and th?:.y became further entrenched,
as weil as belng residentially centralized in thelr own settlement
“,nreas. At Avajuk Ln partlcular Lt became increaslagly desirable to
marry into the core population, and because of a fear of becoming lso-
lated from the group, cousin marrlages br-culme common, despite an {ncest
taboo forbiddling this.

The Av::juk core group became further isolated {rom the
remiinder of the Igloolik Eskimos bccnuac‘ they were Roman Catholic, and
all other suttlcm;-nts had adopted Anglicaniam. This appears to be the
eritical !;t.l;?,l‘ at vhich the two sects became exclusive, and the ul-
timate cause of the present situatton whers {ntermarriage between the

gocts fd almodt non-existent. The Roman Cathollc core population of

\

Avajuk wiahed to remaln closed to outsiders In order to kcep thelr

wealth concentrated fn the kin group
P}

The remalnder of the population was largely Protestant,

.

and although this group had less coheston, Lt remained prcdomlnuntly‘l,
Protestant because of the unwilllingness of the Catholic core group to
Intermarry and their desire to remaln distinct. Over forty ycars this
has led to the present strict schism between groups that has the conse-
dquence of halving the avallable choices of marriage partner to any
individual . It appears that religious aff{iliation was, at this time,
'_/w'
werely a veneer covering a more bapsic schism betwveen the core popula-

tion of Avajuk and all other population groups.

In this perilod the Igloolik Eskimos were still l.argely} self
y ;
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4 .
sufficient, and their economy was improved, but a growing dependence

on Westarn society was in evidence. Dependence on whaleboats and »
firearms accompanied the loss of certain traditional skills and equip-
ment including the use ?f the kayak and bow. Population grew as a
result of the prosperity of northern Foxe Basin, but although growth
was partly abs?rbed in areas other than the tradit.onal pOpuNIatlon

<€
centres hunter pressure was lncreasing to a degree that was to reasit

in serious ecological changes. o

N
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. . CHAPTER 1V

THE COLLAPSE OF TRADITIONAL® SETTLEMENT PATTERNS 1940-1955

. i’gpulntion Growth and the Changing Environment

1

In the’early stages of contact the relationshlip between

the Igloollk Eskimos and their environment seemed to have been greatly

&
enhanced by technologlical change that apparently benefited the
people withont harming the resources on which they depended. The

adoption of {nnovations such as firearms and whaleboats had led, 1in

“the 1930's, to what Damas conslders the '"stage of greatest economic

well=belng from the standpoint of meat production.” (bamas 1.;963, 26).
Improved® technology, applicd to traditional subsictence activities
naturally resulted In greater ylelds., Although trapping intruded
on the former cycle of activities, the use of guns and whaleboats
made hunting more efficlent, and consequently less time consuming.
Dependence on the tradc; was limited to guns, ammunition, and boats
which were purchased frinm the proceeds of fox trappling.

However , th;m f avourable situation was short lived, and

by the 1940's some of the adverse results of technical innovations

were becoming evident. A series of ecological changes that began with

the uge of guns and accelerated with the introduction of whaleboats

LS

in the 1930's and 1940's, resulted in changes to the patterns of dis-

persal and seasonal movement of both land and marine animals. 1In

reaponse to these changes in the blologlcal system the human population

-



also adopted new patterns of settlement and seasonal disperSali The
specific consequences are shown in Figure 23 (for lhe general pro-
cesses involved see Figure 3, Chapter 1I).

One of the first significant changes in the bio{:gical
environment was the decline of the Melville Peninsula caribou popu-
lation. This followed the introductiog of firearms Iin the late 19th

'
century, with the consequent increase in kills. The people of the
Repulse Bay area had long hunted caribou with guns, both for them-
selves and for the whaling fleets, and this brought an end to the
3

caribou migrations across the Rae Isthmus (Manning 1943, 103). Those
animals that remnained on northern Melville Peninsula were then éeci—
mited in the 1930's after rifles came into more general use among the
Igloolik Eskimos. By 1939 it was necessary for a group of four men
from Igloolik Island to spend a season in the east of northern Foxe
Basin huntiang caribou on Baffin Island to get skins for clothes and
bedding. Another group visited Pilik in the late 1930's for the same
purpose. The people became aware of the impact of guns, and oneain—
formant states, for example, that '"the people stopped hunting caribou
on Melville Peninsula because they declined through too much hunting
with guns." (Unpublished field notes 1969, 22. Caribou on northern
Baff{n Island also decliuved because of overhunting in the Pond Inlet
area (see Cljapter II[), but no migration route was cut off as it had
been on Melville Peninsula, and caribou were still present on Baffin

[ 3
Island around northern Foxe Basin.

Marine anlimals were also severely affected by the use of
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Western technoiogy.' By the 1940's the walrus herds were beginning to
react to increasing hunting pr?ssure and boat traffic. It seems that
they were not overhunted like the caribou, but that they became more
wary of hunters and gradually moved away from areas of heavy use. This
hé;ﬂgeen linked to the increased traffic and the intro&uction of inboard
mot;rs ﬁor whaleboats (Beaubier 1970, 184-186). Thus by 1948 the
walrus herds that had made Igloolik Island such an attractive location
for so long, had left the area, and have not returned in large numbers
since (Crowe 1969, 69). Walrus were still plentiful around the Ooglit
Islands in Foster Bay,‘the Calthorpe Islands south of Jens Munk Island,
and in Parry -Bay, but many of them had moved out as far as the Manning
Islands, or the Splcer Islands in the centre of Foxe Basin more than

30 miles away from the heavy hunting arcas (Map 2).

These adverse changes in the bilological system did not,
however, cause a decline in the ;uman population. Several factors |
combined to result {n a rapid growth of population. Increased meat
yields and decreased seasonal movement cut the death rates which meant
that each hunter now had more people to support. In 1922 the population
of 143 had had a ratf{o of hunters to non-hunters of 1:2.1. By 1949
the population had grown to 283, and the ratio had increased to 1:3.1.
This represented both an increase in infant survival, and also a gre;ter

o .
nuabetr of old people who could now be cared for after they ceased to
be active. The introduction of government welfare in 1945 (Crowe 1969,

74), which included famlly allowances, and later old age and disability

pensions, made the survival of more old people and young children likely,




-

S 97

in cgntrast to the 'traditional situation where these were th? most
vulnerable members of the society in ‘:i,mes of famine or hardship.
This population growth counteracted, to some extent, the advantages
of the technical inno’vptmns of the 1930's in that bunters were now
obliged to pr:)vide more meat to feed thelr families.

A second factor in population increase was imi‘gration.
As mentioned earlier, the economic well-being of the Igloolik Eskimos
fn the 1930's attracted a number of families from such areas as Pond
Inlet, Arctlic Bay, Repulse Bay and Southampton Island. Ninety-nine
of the 283 people recorded on the 1949 census originated outsicie the
region (Damas 1963, 28). By the 1940's these people had become part
of the permanent northern Foxe Basin populatlon.'

The overall result was a doubling of population between
1921 and 1949, from 143 to 283 (Damas 1963, 69). With increased
wastage of game that could be killed more easily than retriaved,
coupled with the populatlon 3r‘<;wth there was a major incrc'z,agg‘, in
hunting presa;ure: on game in the vicinity of villages, Even: in areas
where immigration was limited by means of soclal or economic mechanisms
that discouraged permanent attachment of new village mémbers, some
immigration did occur. This, together with natural increaae,was aug~
mented by increasingly frequent short term visits from peripheral
families, all qf Which was sufficient to cause overexploitation of loca
resources. V

\

After 1947 the Hudson's Bay Company store and the Mission

made Igloolik a focal point for,the region. Wstern trade goods became

1



)

more abundant. In particular enginea for whaleboats, and canoes with

Toutboard motora were more easily available from the local store,

¢

Thene, together with the Hudson's Bay Company und Mission supply boats,

increased motor traffic in the arca of Igloollk Island, and further
A

emphasized the trend of out-migration of game,

L4

Fox trapping was encouraged by the store manager, atthough

prices wire lowar and the incentive leas than carlier (Figure 9).

.
a

There was [ucereased dependence on the dtore. for {tdms such as canvas
to replace the heavy skin summer tents, material for clothing now that

b}
caribou skin was scarcer, primus stoves and kerosene, fuel for boat

A}

. § .
motora, and food. In particular flour became an important supplement to

the diet. The purchase of these goods wan pald for In parf by government

subsidles after 1945, Flnally, the incldence of tuberculosis was high,
~— - .
and it was {nevitable that this debilitating diséase should affocg

patterns of actlvity, and increase dependence on the centra,

Y
+

In a soclety trad{t{onally so sensitfve to ﬁlnute changes
In the anvironm;nta-yuch changes an these w?;ﬂ &?und to have a profound
eftect. Indeed, the decade 1940—12§0 was one of large scale change in
hiuman aott}ement pattern, marked by mig{&tfon between settlements, and
the estabVishment of new villages. ‘}he traditional settlement pattern

which had survived until ﬁuw with only minor modifications and'additions,

collupsed, to be replaced by an entirely new pattern ot dlspersal,

g
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Changes to Settlement Pattern 1940-1955

AVAJUK AND TRE DISPERSAL OF THE IGLOOLIK ISLAND GROUP

The keystone in the collapse of the traditional settlement
pattern was Avajuk. This village had outstripped all other northern
Foxe Basin settlement groups in size and prosperity and had attracted
the largest pbripheral population (Figure 24). It was now the first
village to outgrow its resourees. The Avajuk po%&lation was obliged
to diaperse{ and this caused direct repercussions throughout the region,
accelerating the existing trends towards overexploitation of resources
elsewhere, and indirectly leading to further population dispersal. The
dispersal of the Ayajuk population was accomplished in less than two
years, and after such stability this suddenness had an-cven greater
impact on other settlcments.. The first tangible sign of ovcréépulation
around Igloolik Island was the loss of the Avajuk peripheral population
(Figure 24). As Avajuk began to experience economic stress these hab-
itually mobile people found it more profitable to settle elsewhere. The
realignment of much of the perlipheral population of northern Foxe Basin
in the 1940's is one of the major changes in settlement pattern to~
occur in this period, and is discussed later in this scction,

The movemcntwof the Avajuk core pophlation itself was a
new phenoﬁénoﬁ. Prior to the 1940's the core population had shown
extreme residential stability. Their soMdarity was largely the result
of economic incentive, but they were also living in a close group by
personal choice (Unpublished -field notes 1908, 1969). The Rroup was
entirely Catholic, in contrast to the reminder of Lhe Lskigai in, the

N

-

—
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‘ FIGURE 24 -
DISPERSAL OF THE IGLOOLIK ISLAND POPULATION 1940-1955

Family No. " 1940 ! 1943 1950
' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' . .
1 § (@)
2 — (a)
3 ‘ Foster Bay
4 Saglarjuk
100 | — Saglarjuk,Kikitajuk
L3 ' - '1 Foster Bay
6 Foster Bay
13 @ sesevesessas (d)
14 . Foster Bay
15 (Kakalik) Poster Bay
103 . — Poster Bay
16 - Foster Bay
17 (4)
18 Fostor Bay
19 : Poster Bay
20 - teernesscaantssnsceann s mEm—— Igloolik §
21 i ’ Foster Bay
23 - - Kikitajuk
30 R Parry Bay
S ~
27
28 . r Manitok’
9
107 ovr—

For kdy see Fig.ll
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region who were Anglican. its dispersal therefore demonstrates the
severity of the ecological changes taking place in northern Foxe Basin.
This group would not have digpersed if there had been any viable
alternative. There was none, as the game in the Igloolik Island area
coulq no longer support the whole group with the means at 1its disposal.
In 1940 Avajug‘was still the largest and structurally most
tight-knit village in the area, with the strong‘core population ¢entred
on one family. During the 1930's Avajuk had attracted a number %f
{immigrants, some of whom beéame permanently attached to the cora‘group.
There were several whaleboats making the village wealthy by local
standards. The leader, and several of his sons owned whaleboats, as
did one of his sons-in-law (Unpublished field notes 1969, 1l). Men
without boats were able to hunt with those who did have them. In the
late 1940's inboard motors had been introduced, giving hunters a
greater range of travel from thelr home, but Incidentally driving the
game further out, making longer distances necessary on hunting trips.

‘ In the early part of the decade there werc about 20-25 adult
hunters in the village.-. This is not very much gréater than the number
of hunters in the 1}920's, but these men supported more dep@ndnntg, and
there was lucreased wastage of game, which added to the pressure on
local resources.

The first adjustment that the Avajuk core population was to

have to make to the growing stress in thefs habltual hunting area,

©

which had occurred despite cfforts to keep population down to the
former optimum level, occurred in 1939 or 1940 whea two of the leader's

sons spent a year at Pilik hunting garibou. At the same time three
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more sons‘and a/son-tn—law‘stayed at Iglujuak to hunt caribou. The
son-in-law had also done this in 1936. It was presumably this group
that 1s mentioned by Qrowe as recelving supplies of meat from Avajuk
during a shortage that year (Crowe 1969, 83). This 1ls generally
consldered to fllustrate the prestige and wealth of the Avajuk group,
~nble to hofb out other villages in time of neced, In fact the emer-
gency supplies came from the men'ﬂ\fﬂther fn thelr own village while
they were attempting to balance the lack of’curibou in their own arca.

Ava Juk had grown to be a small village of permanent houses
that were i{nhabited throughout the year,except when hunting caribou,
or when sapring villages were eatablished for seal and walrus hunting.
The trends towards sedentary lite described In the previous chapter
were intgensified. Those who left the village in summer returned before
freeze-up and stayed until spring (Unpublléhed fleld notes 1969, 6).
The people lived In qarmats made of stone and turf, roofed with canvas
or skin, and these were Increasingly used throughout the winter in
place of snow houses which were harder to heat. Surpluses from summer
hunts mad® a scdentary life possible In winter, and the sea {ce hunting
village thﬁt had been located at Igloolik PYoint gince pre-contact times
decline stil]l {further in fmportance, Women no longer travelled with
the men on hunting trips since in both summer and winter improved
tranqpo({ enabled the hunters to return to the central vlllige. The
adoptipn of cloth dresses and also some outer ¢lothing by the women,

Influenced both by the shortage of caribou skins and by prefcrence,

made travel in winter as unpleasant as it wag unnecessary (Crowe 1969, 71).
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The women were increasingly housebodnd iﬁ‘a small house heavy with
smoke from the lamp or primus. Accompanying this was an incréase

in the inclidence of tuberculasis and brorhitis. Several informants
recalléd the prevalence of chest allments and other sickness at Ava-
.juk at this time, and consldered these to be one ¢f the reasons for
the village's breakdown. (

The immediate cause of the rapid dispersal was the death
of the village leader in 1947. One of his grandsons stated that "we
left Avajuk in 1947 because the old man [}he 1eadeﬁ] told us to leave,
because we had been there too long. There was sickness there. Every-
one had T.B. and brachitis." (Unpublished field notes 1969, 2).

In the early 1940's men were forced to go further afield
when hunting., Same had exploited parts of the Fury and Hecla Straft
as far as Saglarjuk (Map 2), othzrs re-established summer walrus hunts
at Pingerkalik (Unpublished ficld.notes 1969, 9), and still others
went on regular summer walrus hunts to the Calthorpe Islands south of
Jens Munk Island (Unpublished fleld notes 1969, 6). All of the hunters

returned to Avajuk from such temporary locatfons, and the winter village

»

, -

. retained its solidarity. o

However, by 1946, becaﬁse of ecelogical changes the situation
‘
had deteriorated to such an cxteﬁt that the area (7uld no longer support
such a large concentrated population, even with increased hunting ranges.
Between 1946 and 1949 a fundamental shift fn settlement location

occurred. In this period the entire population of Igloolik Island,

numbering about 22 famflies, moved outwdrds towards the edge of the
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area, breaking down into several smaller segments (Figure 24). This
dispersal of the traditional central population group of northern Foxe
Basin was to have far-reaching effects on the entire Igloolik Eskimo‘E
group, both in the other traditionally settled areas, Foster Bay amff"
Parry Bay, and on the newly established villages described later in
this chapter. .

The process of the breakdown of Avajuk, as reconstructed

from intervicws in 1968 and 1969, is shown on Map ) and Figure 24. The
first group to sheer off from the village was a family that had only
been associated with Avajuk since 1940, having immigrated from South-
ampton Tsland. Although peripheral to the core group in that they were
recent immigrants, this group bad remained at Avajuk since thelr
arrival, and later they resumed their association with families from
the Avajuk core population. They moved from Avajuk to Manitok, about
20 miles to the north, at the mouth of the Fury and Hecla Strait
(Map 5). The rcasons glven by the son-in-law for the move were first,
that his father-in-law told him to move, and second, that thbké were
more scals there. The move was clearly due to the pressure at Avajuk
resulting fromud growing human population and declining resources,.
The group did not possess a whaleboat, and walrus hunting was no lonéér
important to them after leaving Avajuk. One of the sons reports seeing
walrus near Manitok in the 1930's but not since then (Beaubier 1969, 1).
The group went as far as Garry Bay on the west side of Melville Penin~

sula for caribou in the 1940's but had very little success because of

the depleted herds. They trapped along the Fury and Hecla Strait as




o

DISPERSAL OF POPULATION F

MAP 5

ROM AVAJUK & AKUNIK 1947-195%

MAPFIN
N t

MELVILLE

s
ey 1-3

(O ,settlement (not to scale)

{73 avajuk population
[‘ Foster Day

population
cr Y
I R ¥ h]

ISLAND

PENINSULA
To Pond Inlet e ©
& Arctic Bay -
- =)
Migration Number of
familes
- T 7-9

N

.Qwr-
N tuictuit

Nugsana juk

—

b e
source: Pigqurea 24.)4

105




106
: N
far as Saglarjuk, and also on the north side at Upirgnavik. The main-
stéy of the Manitok economy was always seal which could be hunted all

»

year with the ald of rifles. Although the store had re-opened at
Igloolik ''seal hunting was always more important than trapping in the
winter" (Unpublished field notes 1969, 12).

By 1941’Fhe population of Avajuk was reduced to its core
~members, the peripheral population having relocated in more favourable -
arcas. This core group consisted of the leader and his sons, and two
affinally related men. This group now split and dispersed to the
locations shown on Map 5. Damas‘notes that the breaking of male sibling
bonds was commoh once men had reached maturity where fission was nec-
egsary In order to maintain settlements of optimum size, However,
there is also a tendency tor brothers to remain together where possible
(bamas 1963, 191). At Avajuk the lecader's sons had been able to live
together into middle age because of the village's growing affiuengz
in the\l920'sAand 1930's. Several of them had already dfcd by 1947,
and the youngest was 30. By this time several of the grand-sons of
the leader were adult men with their own families.

In 1947 two of the leader's sons, one with three adult
sons of his own, left Avajuk, moving to Kopertulirtuit, a fishing camp
on the south side ot Hooper Inlet. One of these men and his three
sons moved from Kopertuirtult to Saglarjuk in 1949-50. They lived
at Agﬁ in 1951-2, and the sons have hunted in the Fury. and Hecla Strait

seasonally since then.* The second son and his family moved south from

Koperluirtult to Nugsanajuk in Foster DBay where they lived with about
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eight or nine related families that had moved there direct from
Avajuk. In all more than ten men moved to Nugsanajuk from Avajuk
with their families in this period (Figure 25). This placé is
only ten mjles‘from Akunik, and draws on the séme game area. The
immigratioﬁ>to Nugsanajuk represents a doubling of the Foster Bay
population. At least two of the in-migrating men had whaleboats, and
these, together with.the Akunik boats, doubled hunter pressure {n the
area.

One of these immigrants from Avajuk had been assoclated
with Akunik after marrying a woman from that village in about 1940,
He now aligned with Akunik rather than Nggsanajuk, but the two villages
later combined, so that by 1948 Nugsanajuk was the main village in
Foster Bay. Several of the immigrants from Avajuk stayed in Foster Bay
until the early 1950's. Other Avajuk famllies moved to Kakalik, Igloo-
11k, apd Kikitajuk in the perfod from 1947 to 1950 (Map 5).

After this initial dispersdi\of settlement following the
abandonment of Avajuk, the Avajuk group remained in close contact. A
census taken in June 1949 by the Catholic Missionary found man; of the
former Avajuk people at a summer senling camp at Igloolik Point although
several of these are known to have been living at Nugsanajuk or else-
where during the rest of the year.

Foster Bay already had a large population (Figure 25), and

o

the game in that area was undergoing the same stresses of increased
-
hunting pressure, noise, and boat traffic as that of Igloolik Island.

The influx of men from Avajuk resulted in very serious overpopulation.
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FIGURE 25
COMPOSITION OF THE FOSTER BAY POPULATION 1940-1955
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o FIGURE 26
COMPOSITION OF KIKITAJUK 1940-1955
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The repercussions of this on the Akunik population are discussed in the

The in-migrating Avajuk men reacted to the situation

.

following section.
n

by furthér migration. By 1950 there was a regrouping of several former

Avajuk families at Kikitajuk on Igloolik Island (Figure 26). —

” 4

The new aviailability of canoes and motors from the store in

Igloolik gave individual hunters greater mobility uand independence from

*
L 2

"
IR Y.
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whalcboat owners. Men could now travel from Kikitajuk to hunt walrus
at the Ooglit Islanda, or Seowa and the Calthorpe lslands, at tha
same time being ncar the source of fuel. The trading post, a [irst
aid post, the Misston, and the source of government afd all added to
the attraction of living near Igloolik. Kikitajuk Fppresvntcd a lo-
cation near the traditional Avajuk hunting territory, within reach of
the store, yet near the new walrus and caribou areas,  Furthermore
Kikitajuk had previously been used as a seasonal settlement by the
Avajuk people.  The development of Kikitajuk as a permavent village
was a complete break from the former settlement pattern that atresaed
location near the walrua hetdd. Thia was made necedsary becaude of
two new factors, dependence on the ceontre capeclally for fuel, and the
outward muvvm:-nt of the walrua herds,

Between 1950 and 1954, with an Influx of people to Kiki-
tajuk, this village became tlrmly establlshed as the new permanent
scettlement for the dedcendants of the earller Avajuk core population.

Four or flve of these famllies moved In from Nugsanajuk having lived

there for several years, and the four members of the core group

agsociated with Saglarpuk also aligned with thelr kin at Kikttaju&.
These four men had hunted at Saglarjuk in the 1940's and spent the
year 1951-52 at AkImdanik in the western end of tho Fury and Hecla
Stralt. The disappearance of walrus near [gloollk Island may havae
influenced this move to an area wﬁich, although 1t had no walrus, was
lesy intensively hunted for seal and white whale. The father of

s

these men, who was a son of the Avajuk leader, moved to Kikitajuk Ln




the early 1950's, and the thrce sons moved there permanently in 1952 or
953 "to join their relatives." (Unpublished field notes 12?9, 2). .
They now resumed walrus hinting, bding nearer to th; herds, with the
added mobility of cances., Onc of these men‘stntoa that they preferred
to live at Kikitajuk because they could hunt walrus again (UnpuBilighed
ficld notes 1969, 2). However, fox trapping now required a two day
Journey inntead of the one day or less from sites on Melville Peninsula,
.-

and thts, together with low prices, led to the decreasing importance

of tox trapping In the economy, The sons continued their/association

with the Fury and Heela Stait, hunting there seasoua
In all only two or three of the vons o; th; £ormervAvafuk
leader moved to Kikitajuk. 1Two had been away from Avajuk since thei
were younyg men, associating with Pilik and Jens Munk Island, Their
song now tived on Jens Munk Island. fhe Avajuk leader's youngest son
had moved permanently to his father-itn-law's village in Foster Bay.
The remalning brothers and the father, the former leader of Avajuk, P
were dead by this time. ’
Kikitajuk therefore had neither the size nor the axtensive
close kin ties of Avn]uk. The remaining village members consisted of

u

a man married to one of the Avajuk leader's grand-daughters who had
lived at Avajuk for mnny'yoars, n;d two others who had previously
lived at Avajuk. Several other familles were assoclated peripherally
with Kikttajuk., One man who had immigrated to the area from southern

Foxe Basin in 1940, visited Kikitajuk fgom the Jens Munk Island settle-

ments in 1949. Another Lluimigrant lived {n Kikitajuk briefly in 1954
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after leaving Kagpivik. He later moved to Parry Bay,

Although Kikitajuk was in many ways theaaucceaaor of Avajuk,
it did not enjoy the same prosperity. The core group was small, and
although largely the desoendants of the leader of Avajuk they were by
now third generation and did Qot have such close kinship ties, They
still represented the core of the northetn Foxe Basin Catholic population,
but there was by now nnother concentration of Catholics aroumd the
Misslon at Igloolik. Kikitajuk was a poor dibstitute for the former
rich village of Avajuk, and did not have the same nower to attract
and hold population. n addition the growing population of Igloolik
exploited the same resource areas as Kikitajuk leadlng to a progrésslve
worscning of hwiting condttions after the establishiment of this village.
CHANGESATO THE FOSTER BAY ANﬁ PARRY BAY POPULATIONS

In Foster Bay the core population of the second traditional
major settlement centre, Akunik, had been augmented in the 1930's
by a number of fmmigrants attracted by the local resources and the
presence of whaleboats. Now with the qtspersel of the Igloblik Island
groﬁp in 1947 the population of Foster Bay, which had been ;bout 12 .
families in the earlier part of the dec;de; doubled (Figure 25, Map 5).
With this came an increase in the number of whaleboats and the pressure
on local game.' Walrus had not been driven from Foster Bay as they had
been from Hooper Inlet, and their presence ln the bay and on the Qoglit
Islands was the dain' attraction for the in-migrating Avajui people.

hd [}

g Akunik remained as g,sittlement site, but several people

wwwww
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~left this settlement to jdin the {mmigrants in their village at Nug-
sanmajuk. Thus during the early part of the 1950's the situation was |
one of newly expanding population and fncreased motor traffic in
Foster Bay, and between it ana Igloolik. Such an increase in activity
created a very unstable relationship between the human population and
the biological environment which resulted in increased wariness of game
in the area. Many of thc\ former Avajuk people heft to live in Kikit-
ajuk as hunting conditions ‘deteriorated in the eaxly 1950's, but

several Akunik families also found {t necessary to leave in that period.

» »

The unstable situation was compounded by the establishment of the D.E.W,
Line station-about 15 miles south of Foster Bay at 'Hall Beach between
1954 and 1957. The full effect of the D.E.W. Line on settlement is
comnsidered in the next chapter, but it may be mentioned thht the increase
of motor boat traffic in summer between Hall Beach and Igloolik {s con-
sidered to be the gcrucial factor in the movement of the Foster Bay
walrus herd to more isolated areas, notably the Manning Islands 40 miles
out into Foxe Basin (Beaubier 1970, 185).
X

As a consequence of overpopulation in Fc‘oster Bay, and
increased motor noise, the walrus moved out, and this made {t nec-
essary for many Akunik people to leave the area. They were unable to
move north because thig area was al;f;ady under pressure and occupied
by the expanding aud dispersed Av;ajuk people, s0 Lﬁey moved south to
the’previously underpopulated Parry Bay (Figure 27). This movement
is Lllus;rar_ed in Map 5. Wrry Bay‘, although péssessing similar re-
sources to those formerly fgnnd at Igloolik It;Land and Foster Bey, had

[

only a small transitory population., The Parry Bay game had not been

-
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)
overhunted dde to the small population and absence of whaleboats,
and the {mmigrants ;ere attracted by better hunttng'prospects. They
brought with them at least one whaleboat.
/e

In the carly part of the decade 1940-1950 there were nor-
mally about six to eight familles in the Parry Bay arca. Several of
these were in close contact with Akunik, sometimes combining with
families there at summer camps to share thefr whaleboat.

When the Foater Bay population doubled In snize after the
dispersal of Avajuk, several Akunik families were displaced as a
result of 1ncrcasud'pressurc on Poster Bay. Eight meo, formerly
aggociated with Akunik, are known to have moved south to Parry Bay
between 1946 and 1949 (Flgure 27), where the majority of them r;mained
until the mid 1960's. These men had formed part of the core population
of Akur'lk, two of them belng sons of the leader. ‘

Their relocation was not simply a movement of peripheral
population such as had occurred on a small ;caI; durlnguthe preceding
period, but represented a basic shift in the settlement pattern of tpi
Foster Bay core population. The movement was in response to pressures
on local resources caused by the increased use of southern technology,
Immigration into northern Foxc Basin, and natural increasecs The '
immediate cause, however, was the dispersal of the Avajuk population
in response to these factors. .

By 1949 the population of Parry Bay had swollen from 6-8

families, to 18 men with 62 dependents at the time of the June village '
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FIGURE 27
. COMPOSITION OF THE PARRY BAY POPULATION 1940-1955
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(OMI 1949). Several of these families had joined the village tem—
porarily from elsewhere, Lut the fact that people were attracted there
in such numbers, even temporarily, indicates the increasing scarcity
of game {n other areas as well as increased mobility. The Parry Bay

settlements remained an important centre of population until the mid

1960's. This was the first time Iin this century that Parry Bay had a

large population with a stable core group. R

DISPERSAL OF THE PERIPHERAL POPULATION

The core populations of Igloolik Island and Foster Bay
dlsperied between 19495 and 1950 (n the ways illustrated Iin Map 5. With
the exception of the remote villages of Agu and Manirtau, formed .carlier
by immigrants, the remainder of the northern Foxe %asin population had
already reacted to this pressure. These people formed the peripheral
population of the region, and were characterized by the absence of
extensive kin groups, and lack of prolonged association with one settle~
ment or large group, as shown by frequent movement bectween settlements
both in and beyond northern Foxe Basin. Many of them had attached
themselves to'Avaj;k and Akunlk (Figures 12 and 13) in order to take
advantage of the general prosperity of those villages,

As the economic position of Avajuk and Akuntik declined the
benefits to be derived from them for peripheral members decreased as
food surpluses became increasingly concentrated in the core group.
Unlike the core group which stood to gain from its solidarity, the per-

ipheral population took advantage of its mobility and dispersed to

areas which were not overpopulated. By this process several new villages
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vere eftablished (Map é).
Although the more geﬂeral ownership of whaleboats and later
of canoes was an important factor in this dispersal, boat owneﬁship
did not initiate the moves, it merely supplied the means to accomplish
them. The dispersal of the majority of the peripheral population
occurred in the late 1940's before cances came into general use. Indeed,
the existence of a @hnleboat at the newly formed settlement on Jens
Munk Island had a smilar effect to that of the whaleboats at Avajuk
ten years earlier, namely attracting settlers who as yet had no boats
of their own. ‘
In this period new settlements grew at Seowajuk, Nauyar~
uluk, Iglujuak, and most importantly Kapuivik on Jens Munk Island.
None of these included members of the old core popualtions oflAvajuk o
or Akunik, and even though most had bgen in use as occasional ca&p sites }

since pre-historic times, their development as permanent settlements

was a complete break from the traditional settlement pattern (Map 6).

Kapuivik : , .

The most st™king new alignment of population was the
shrowth of a large village on Jens Munk Island. Before the 1940's Jens
Munk Island had been the site of occasional camps, and there is archae-
ological evidence of occupatibn here by Thule, Dorset and pre-Dorset
people (Meldgaard 1956), but as a resource area it had been largely
neglected in this century. It was used more as pressure increaged

?
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around Igloolik Island, for example, some men had wintered at Nuvuktee
in 1940-41, and spent the spring at Kaersult;lboth on Jens Munk Island.

The new village, however, was forfed by peripheral mem-
bers of existing settlements, or by immigrants, who now found this
location more satisfactory than a marginal attachment to the tradit-
lonal core populations. Flgure 28 illustrates the heterogeneity of
the Kapuivik population. As many as seven main groups contributed to
the growth of KaputvL;. They were brought together not by kinship
ties, but by a common need to exploit a better resource area. The
existence of a whaleboat was the factor enabling such a concentration
to form at Kapuivtk.

The initial settlement on Jens Munk lsland was at Nug-
liviktok, dating from about 1938. This village later relocated at
Kapuivik in 1943,

By 1938 the first population group (Group 1, Figures 28,
29) had established a settlement at Nugliviktok on the cast side of
Jens Munk Island. The group consisted of one man, his nephew, his two
adult sons and their familesa. Before this, one man recalls, they had
moved around a lot, usually staying at one place no more than two Ot.
three yecars. The leader of the group had acquired a whaleboat, which
made him independent of the Avajuk and Akunik core populations, and
provided the necessary mobility. They eventually broke with the other
settlements in northern Foxe Basin because ''the game moved away from
places they had lived before," (Akunik and Rluyaruluk). and moved

to Nugsanajuk Ybécause it was better for hunting" (Unpublished field

-
EJ
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FIGURE 29

COMPOSITION OF NUGLIVIKTOK AND KAPUIVIK 1935-1955
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notes 1969, 10). Walrus was éhe fmportant factor in this dectistion.

Nugliviktok became a year-round village where the older
people stayed while the young camped elsewhere scasonally (Unpub-
lished field notes l9é9, 4). This is a continuation of the division -
of activities by age reported by Mathiassen (1928, 30) in 1922,

The second group (Group 2, Figures 28, 29) immigrated
from Southampton fsland and lived at Nugliviktok between 1938 and
1940. The third group had moved there by 1942, havlné been assoclated
with several other settlements. Group *four from rMnirtau,‘Jolned
the village temgornrily {n the period 1340 to 1942, attracted by the
whaleboat., They conglnuﬂd thelr associatfon with the village after
ft relecated at Kapuivik in 1943, and regularly paticipated in summer
walrus hunts using the whaleboat. A fifth population group assoclated
with Jens Munk in thig period was headed by a man vwho had lived in
Foster Bay and Manirtau. They spent 1938 to 1940 at Nuglivikrok
- magoclating with rclatives from the Manlrtau group who were there at
the same time. This group remained at Kapuivik and established kinship
1inis with group four, apd later group seven (Figure 28).

In 1943 the first and the third gr;;és. compriaing eight
families, moved to Kapuivik. Once more the stated reason for their
move being that {t was a better area for game; "{t was better at
Kapuivik for hunting" (Unpublished fip]d notes 196), 4). The head of
the first group still owned a whalebéat, that, at the time before the
introduction of canoes, when whaleboat owners were most {(nfluential,

gave this man considerable prestige as a leader over the other village

members. His family remained fn Kapuivik until the 1960's, forming the

L
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dominant kin group, the core of what Damas termed che Upper Village
of Kapulvik (Damas 19673, 91). ,

After the establishment of Kapuivik the Seowajuk people
became closely associated with the village (Group 6, Figure 28). In
1943 about three families ;vrc in Kapulvik from Seowajuk. They
cont fnucd to visit Kapulvik seasonally from Seowajuk until two of the
men moved to ﬁnuynruluk after 1947, when the remaluing families became
more closely assocliated with Kapuivik,

A amall group ot 1mﬁtgrnnts fro% Repulse Bay (Group 7, Flg-
urce 28) stayed at Akunik briefly before spending a season near Agu in
1940. 7 They found the Agu area short of game, particularly with the
absence of walrus, and moved to Shatuk on the south tip of Jeng Munk
Island in 1942. These three families moved to Kapufvik in 1943,
and remained there, later forming the core of one hnlf of the village
population, the Lower Village of Kapuiwvik (Damas 1963, 61).

Kapulvik was a village formué by men who have been defined
as peripheral to the core population groups of northern Foxe Basin,

A large proportion of the Kapulvik people were immigrants who could

ro be absorbed in the other population centres such as Avajuk or
xkunik because of the declining resources of these places. The first
groups to settle at Nugllviktok and.Kapuivik were not closely rgldtcd

to cach other, but were jolned by a common need for the local resources,
and the opportunities crecated there by the existence of a whaleboat.

However, after the establishment of a village at Kapuivik

4

th%e. héterogeneous group of men itself becamé\cofsolidated into a core
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populatioh group characterized by residential stability and the devel-
opment of kinship ties within the group by means of margiage and
adoption. By the early 1940's Kapuivik consisted of a core group of
13 Qén, with several peripheral members who were associated with Seo;‘
wajuk, Manirtau, Akunik, Arctic Bay and Pond Inlet (Figure 29).

Thé vi]légc néver developed the glose kin tles character-
istic of the Avajuk and Akunik core groups, however, and at the time of
Damas' visit in 1961 he had to divide Kapulvik Into Upper and Lower
villages for the purposes of hls study of kinship, finding only tenuous
links between the two (Damas 1963).

By thie early 1950's Kapuivik had become one of the largest

+
aggregations of population In northern Foxe Bagin. At about the time
the Kapuivik group got a motor for thelr whaleboat the pattern of
wial fus movement changed, and the walrus began staying further out {n
northern Foxe Basin (Breaubler 1969, 4). It was now necessary to travel
further for game, i{n particular walrus, but at the same tlime growing
numbers of canoes and motors increased hunting ranges. It was still
possible to cache enough meaé from the summer hunts to last the winter.

Kapuivik now replaced Avajuk as the largest and richest village in

northern Foxe Basin.

Nauzarului

A new settlement was established at Nauyaruluk on the north
 slde of the Fury and Hegla Stralt tn 1947. This village was formed by
a single extended family of a couple; with a married son, who wera

formerly associated peripherally with Akunik, Avajik and Pond Inlet

a
.
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(Figure 30). They were joined by a man from Seowajuk who left that -

village as it began to lose its autonomy due to increasing ties with
. \J \

Kapuivik. Anothdr man also formerly resident at S¢owajuk, Joined

the Nauyaruluk group when he married the leader's daughter in about
. 2

-

1950. These four familles remained at Nauyaruluk throughout the period,
' ~
largely dependent on seal, although they also hunted walrus before the *

herds legh the area in the 1950's (Unpublished field notes 1969, 7).

They became iéidentially stable and were able to live éhere'pemnently

' ")
because of the’possession of one or more boats. ’
’ FIGURE 30 -
COMPOSITION OF NAUYARULUK 1940-1955 -
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FIGURE 31
. COMPOSITION OF SEOWAJUK 1940-1955%
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Seowajuk
Four to five families lived permanently at Seowajuk in the

period (Figure 31). The' group owned a whaleboat and joined the Jens
Munk Island population at walrus camps at Kkersuis and Nuvuktee in
spring or summer. The Seowajuk autumn and win;ér aettle;ent was de-
pendent on walrus meat cached near Kapuivik, in particular for use as
dog food, and it was necessary to make several journeys there each winter
(Unpublished field notes 1968, 1). Se;wa3uk‘s size and autonomy were both
;educéd during this period due to the growth of Kapuvik, and it was
later abandoned when two fanilié; bacqé; attached to the Kapuivik group,

; and two others joined ,the newly established settlement at Nauyaruluk in

the late 1940's. . .
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Iglujuak
' In 1940 a group of families had lived temporarily at

Iglujuak (Figure 32). Since then there’had been no permanent settle-
ment in the area. However, by 1949 a small settlement composed of
three famiiies had been established there. The head of this group
had previously lived at Akunik, and moved to Iglujuak after about
seven years resldence on Jens Munk lsland (Greup 3, Figurc 28). Damas

(1963, 27) relates this move to the acquisitlon of a whaleboat that

FIGURE 32
-COMPOSITION OF IGLUJUAK 1940-1955

_—— ——— -

Family No. 1940 1950 19?5
L] [}

t 13 S
14 — Avajuk

16 e

49 ' Kapulvik

A 4

116 ' Kapuivik

L

78 " Manirtau

87 Kapuivik

64 ' Kapuivik wneee  Parry Ray .

71 (d)

-
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. (O
enabled the head to form his own settlement since he wished to be in-

¢

dependent of the new large village“of Kapuivik. It is also undoubtedly

related to the general dispersal aﬁd expansion of population in the
<



west of northern Foxe Basin, one result of which was increased mi-
gration to Jens Munk Island,

Iglujuak consisted of a stable population of three fa‘-
ilies until the 1960's. Because of the whaleboat this group was
residentially stable after the ecstablishment of their village, They
were jofined briefly by others, for example fn 1949 the group also
temporarily included three men from Kapuivik, and frequently they
themselves joined the Jens Munk people in large walrus hunting groups
in summer. These were generally in the Calthorpe Islands at .Kaersuit
or 'Nuvuktee. For the remainder of the year the Iglujuak people hunted
as far as Kalili at the head of Steensby Inlet, and to Murray Maxwell
Bay. They made extended visits to Pilik i{n autum for caribou, in
which the whole family participated. 1In anter fox trap lines were

gset in the vicinity of Iglujuak (Béaubier 1969, 3).

Other Settlements

Agu. There was no further permanent immigration to the Agu area

in this period, largely because its remoteness and the absence of wal-
rus made it unattractive for long term settlement. The central families
of the Agu population remained constant (Figure 33). They were too
remote from the other Foxe Basin settlements to be affected greatly by
the increasing dispersal of the population. However, the western end
of the Fury and Hecla Strait was visited seasonally by people from
further east following the population movements of the late 1940's. In

1951-1952 four families from Avajuk, alrgady mentivned i{in connection

-

1



FIGURE 33
COMPOSITION OF AGU 1940-1955

Family No. 19?0 , ' . \ 19'05 . ) ) 19?0 19%%
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with Saglarjuk (p. 1 ), joined some of the Agu people at Akimanik
for about a year. The Aximanik group had a whaleboat, but since
the mainstay of the economy was seal the usefulness of a large boat
was limited.

One of the visiting families in 1952 reported that during
their stay there was a famine and they had to leave the area. This
suggests that they were unused to such a degree of dependence on seal
hunting, being accustomed to using whaleboats for walrus which required
less frequent hunts and provided surplus meat for storage (Unpublished
field notes 1969, 2)y. Another fam{ly {mmigrating from Pond Inlet spent
the same period at Akimanik before moving to Kapulvik. Several other
families visited the area periodically, specifically to hunt bears,
which are present in Committee Bay, in order to obtain trade goods such
as canoes and motors with the skins. By the 1950's fox prices were
low compared to their peak in the 1920's, but the deman@ for bear

skins had not decreased. However none of these families settled in

the Agu region so that the permanent population remained stable.

Manirtau. The Manirtau group, established on the east side of
Steensby Inlet since the early 1920's, remained stable throughout the
period (Figure 34). The game in this area was not subjected to the
same intensive hunting or high incidence of water traffic and increase
of motors as that in the vicinity of the Melville Peninsula settle-
ments. Consequently the Manirtau hunters were virtually unaffected bi
these changes.

The vill@se consisted of six families (Group 4, Figure 29),

»
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FIGURE 34.
COMPOSITION OF MANIRTAU 1940-1955
Family No. 1940 1945 1950 . 1955
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none of which possessed a whaleboat. Their cycle of activities included

a winter settlement at Tikerak from which the people hunted caribou

inland and ring.! seal at the floe edge. In spring they moved to

Angmar juak Island for ringed, and bearded'-eal, and walrus at the floe
2dge, returning to Tikerak in susmer for seal’nnd caribou. They frequently
joined the Jens Munk people for numu?r walrus hunts after the establish-

ment of a permanent settlement there. In autusmn tliey hunted caribou, .
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travelling south as far as Ipiutik. Apart from the co-operation with
the Jens Munk people their cycle was a continu;tion of the pattern
that existed throughout northern Foxe Basin before the introduction
of whaleboats. The Manirtau group did not undergo any appreciahle
changes in thelr subsistence activities or settlement pattern until

they acquired a whaleboat jn the late 1950's (Beaubier 1969, 2).

Pilik. There was no permanent saettlement at Pilik {n this period.
However, with the decline of the Melville Peninsula caribou herds and
increased mobility of hunters using whaleboats and canoes, Pllik
became an important seasqnal hunting area. Caribou had decreased
further north on Baffin Island (Unpublished fleld notes 1968, 1)partly
as a result of overhunting here following the decline of the Melville
Peninsula herds and a shift in hunting locations. Several groups now

mide extended hunting trips to the area of Ipilutik or Pllik Bay to find

carlboa.

Summary

The period 1940-1955 was characterized by population growth
and the Increased use of Western technology, which led to more inten-
sive hunting, greater wastage of game, boat traffic, and liater engine
noise, and increased the strain on resources ip traditionally populated
arcas. These processes resulted in the decline of caribou, the redis-
tribution of walrus, and increased wariness of seal. Fox prices had

not recovered from the decline during the Depression years, mcaning that

4,
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the trading position was now lesas favourable to the Eskimos. The

worsening economic conditions were coupled with the growing number
‘of dependents per hunter ~ hunter to non-hunter ratios being 1:2.1 A
in 1922, and 1:3.1 in 1949 - which resulted from better survival due

to Increased sedentariness, a more secure food supply, and later,

.
2

government subsidies. The overall result was that the existing

patterns of population distribution and hunting activities were now

unsatisfactory. Reaction to this situation can be divided {nto three

elements: e
™ /4
i) Increased exclusiveness of core population groups.
- »
i) Divpersal of the peripheral population from core settlement areas.

{i1) Dispersal of the core populations themselves.

The core populations first becaqr more consolidated and
\»entronchcd. The development of kin links wl%h others outside the
group was discouraged, and peripheral people were excluded from per-
manent membership of the group. .

The peripheral population, attracted in the late 1920's
and the 1930's to Avajuk, and on a smaller scale to Akunik, because of
the advantages of their wealth, now looked elsewhere. Many relocated
i#t Kapuivtk, while other small settlements grew and new ones were
eqtabltshcgé This was made possible in most cases by the possession of
a whaleboat by a peripheral family.

Despite the loss of its peripheral population Avajuk was
still too overcrowded. The walrus had left Hooper Inlet, and the ad-

¥

vantages of concemtration in one village had diminished. In conversation

.
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with former members of the village an impression was gained of dis-
taste for the village at this time with many references being made

to the high incidence of illness there, in particular bronchitis and
tuberculosis. They now felt the ne;d to’dispersc, which was encour-
aged by the leader before his death in 1947 (Unpublished field notes
1969). A large proportion moved south to Foster Bay with which they

had traditionally been assoclated before the advent of whalceboats.

Now with whaleboats in both g;oups,hand 1 doubling of popu-~
lation, they brought the same problems of overpopulation and over-
hunting with them to Foster Bay. Many Foster Bay people left thelr
traditional home to rescttle in Parry Bay, and some of the Avajuk lmmi-
grants later returned to Iglooltk Island to establish a village at Kik-
Mtajuk, the hunting pattern from there taking a new form with canoes.
The village was at an intermediate point &ftween the store at Igloolik
which was the source of fuel, and the walrus herds. The strong Cathollic
group was temporarily broken as the Avajuk core group dispersed. They
retained former links, and the taboo against intermarriage with other,
Protestant groups, but did not retain their high level of prosperity in
comparison with the other Igloolik Eskimos. \

A completely new pattern of settlement was established by 1955
(Map 6 and Figure 35). The dispersal of population and oécupation of
new seCtlenmnt‘siteé has been attributed to the efforts of the store
manager at Igloolik to encourage fox trapping in remote areas (Manning
1943, 104). Some of the Igloolik Eskimos themselves have offered this

explanation (Damas 1963, 27). Damas relates the process to the "swelling

local population, mostly brought about by immigration, which was absorbed

=
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by:the establishment of new village sites.” (Danas 1963, 27). However,
it 18 clear- from the foregoing nnaly‘ia that the process was far more
complex than either of these explanations suggests. Commercial fox
trapping had been an element in the economy since the beginning of the
century, and by the 1940's it had declined ih importance both because
of the considerable drop in prices, ;nd because government assistance
provided an alternative cash income after 1945. The dispersal and es-
tablishment of new settlements did not favolve immigrants or surplus
population alone, but affected the most stable core groups and resulted
in a collapse of the traditional settlement pattern. ,
Dispersal of population was related to the overexplolitation of
resources in the traditional settlement areqs, the result of both in-
creased populatlén and the use of Western technology. The desire of the
peripheral population for independence from the core groups that had
hitherto controlled most capital equipment was an element in the dispersal
of these peripheral people. Independence was now possible for them be-
caugse of the more general ownership of whaleboats, and after the store
opened, an increase in the number of canoces with ocutboard motors. However, .
the dispersal of the core groups was due solely to the deteriorating re-
lationship with the natural environment, and it is likely that similar
processes occurring in other parts of the Canadian Arctic had the same.causes,
The very items of Western technology that made dispersal possible,
guns and boats, were themselves the means of incr;;sing hunter's dependence
on the trade centre by their constant need for annunitioé and motor fuel,

and after this dispersal dependence on Igloolik grew progressively. This

process is described i Chapter V.
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4 CHAPTER V

SETTLEMENT CENTRALIZATION 1955 - 1970

Growth of Regional Centres

Centralization of settlement was a continuation and
culmination of the trend towards greater dependence on Western society,
and centres of Western activity that is fllustrated in earlier chapters,
This was a response to technological change, population growth, and
shifts in game 'distribution and availability, all of which led to
changes in the subsistence patter&, and a growing dependence on Western

soclety. This process is fllustrated in Figure 36.

FIGURE 36 )
FORCES ACTING ON SETTLEMENT PATTERN 1955-1970 #
Itechpdzggiggi—changerf »{cost of .
1 hunting | ¥
1
changing new growing settlement
avallability »}subsistence ! dependencel—>|{ centraliza~-
of resources pattern on Western tion
I ) I ‘\ socle tl ) o>
population : oppotrtunity] \\\\
growth | for wage
T labour
. T s L .

The forces shown in this table are essentially the same .
as those discussed in Chapter IV, but with the addition of a new
factor in the subsistence pattern, the opportunity, or hope of wage

labour, and the availability of housing in the centres. The specific
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forces involved in this period are discussed below. Thay include
social institutions, technological chaﬁge, government programmes,
population growth, andnthe changing availability of resources.
Western influence in northern Foxe Bnéin increased
rapidly following the establishmént of a gtore at Igloolik In 1947.
A second centre developed 50 miles to the south at Hall Beach after
1954, and together Igloolik and Hall Deach grew to dominate the ’
settlgment pattern, exerting a centralizing force. At first they
became the focus for increasingly frequent visits from ouclyiﬁg settle-
ments. Then their exlstence eacouraged a certain amount of migration
. .

to villages nearer the centres. Later there was accelerating migration

to the cemtres themselves which culminated in the centralization of
4

H

the entire northarn Foxe Basin population by 1969. .

Between 1954 and 1957 D.E.W. Line radar stations were
built across the arctic, with Hall Beach being chosen as the site of
one of the chief stations, Fox Main, A ;umber of aubsidtlary stations
were also established in Igloolik Eskimo territory, fw#m Maktar on
Committee Bay in the we;t, acrogs northern Foxe Basin to the Pil4k
area of Ba%fin Island. ‘ .

Despite the fact that local labour was not employed, the
presence of- the D.E.W. Line stations in the area had a considerable
effect on the population. There were several advantages to visiting
the site or living near it. The nursing station at Fox Main‘was one of

the most important of these, and it became a new focal point for the

area. Families with sick members were attrdgtedythere, often making

,
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Journefys in spriﬁg specifically to visit it,

Duéing the same period Igloolik was growing as an admin-
istration centre., By the early 1960's it had a school with hostels
for’the ch{iﬂren of families 1iving,gutside‘1gloolik, a governmenfr
office with an Area Admlnistrator, a Roman Catholic church and Mission
with a resident priesﬁ} an Aﬂélican church with an Eskimo minister,
and a lHudson's Bay Company store. A nursing station, an RzQ.M.P.
post, and an Eskim& Co-operative soclety with a store followed (See
Chapter 11). This growth overshadowed the advantages of Hall Beach

to some extent, but during the 1960's gsome opportunity for wage labour

developed in Hall Beach which, together with the good market for

-

crafts at the base, enabled Hall Beaclh to retain some attraction for

settlement.

Before 1959 {t was the policy of the Federal Government

-

to discourage Eskimos from moving to the centres in the hope that they
would live independently on local resources. However, in 1959 this

attitude was reversed, and it has since been government policy to en-
-
courage the centralization of Eskimo settlement in the Northwest

Territories, largely because 'a scatteﬁid population is difficult to
administer" (Thompson n.d.), and the services the Department of Indian

Affairs and Northern Development is committed to provide can be more

-ln

efficiently managed if the population is centralized. A housing pro-

grasme was initiacted in 1959Qid geveral one room houses were provided

for welfare fases in Igloolik, but otherwise there was no marked response

to the programme. A new scheme began in 1964 “in ‘which housing waa let
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to Eakimos by the government. The stheme was accompanied Ly "an
ndJ;t cdpcntlon program with the goals of oducating the participante
{n the intricacies of living permanontly in a rented dwelling of .
swouthern Canandlan design' (Thompaon n.d.)l Rents ware to be scaled
according to lncomo, louses contained basic furniture and equipnent,
and nérvtccs tnc luded garbage and acwage removal, and electricity and
tuel quotas (rhompson 1969, 13),

>

The houning programme, togethar with nuraing and welfare ¥

“dervicesn and compulsory educatlion, pradictably encouraged large scale

rattloment In tho centres, and during the pertod 1964 to 1970 the

pattern of neattered settlemonts, as it then oxiated, came 2o an ond.

By 1970 all but one family iivtng at Agu had moved into Iglovollk or >
Rall Beach.

The housing programme and gevernmont health and oducation
nervicos were only three of the contributing cduses to the centraliz-~
ation movement. Before centralization there wam an fncreased uv;tla—
bility of store goods with a local 'stora and supplementary i{ncome
from government assistance. Goods bought include cAnoces, motors, guns,
amnunition, clothing, tent canvas, camping stoves, fusl and food.
However, although they Increased mobllity and made the maintenance of
dliaparsed settlemant posstible, thcé: {tema, and particularly guns and
boatn, sinultuhcouuly increased dopendence on the centres to the extent
that when the means were provided in the 1960's settlement bacame ,
<complotely éentrnliznd. Population continued to grow because of lowered

v

infant mortality rates (Figure 6), lettar care for the sick and aged,
, ¢
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and some immigration. Motor traffic, in particular motorized canoes
moving‘:eiween Hall Beacﬁ and Igloolik, snowmobiles, supply ships from
the south, and possibly aeroplanes at Hall Beach, affected game dis-
tribution and warinee: as did the increased hunting pressyre.

Centralization itself caused further changes to the
subsistence pattern, and resulted in the“concentratiom of hunting
around the settlemenmts. This has had the effect both of driving game
away to quleter areas, and also of Increasing the wariness éf seals
remaining in the area, with an overall result of reduced hunting yielfis
{Beaubler 1970, 190). |

At the same time a new money resource became avgilqble with
the opportunity for wage, labour in the centres. Although jobs were
limited in number, and often of short duration, for example stevedoring
for the annual f&a 1ift, they did4 add to the attraction of the centres,

These factors contributed to the d'e\velupment o; a new
subsistence pattern. The hunting pattern that developed in this period
meaht that wen would make extended trips alone,‘ leaving their families
at homedependent on stored food supplies, including purchased’ food.
At this time the use of flour as_a supplementary food increased rapidly,
and bannock became an indispensible a’ddit‘io,n to the diet (Mi}ne 1970) .
One reason for this new pattern was the increased ratio of son-hunters
to hupters. The family was often nimply too’ large to move to seasonal
set‘tlen\ents. Another factor :las tile 1ncmased mobility of hunters with

motorized canoes, vhieh made it unnecessary for the whole fanily to

move as often, ag acceleratlon of the trend started with the introductilm

- - . ©
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of whaihb&nts and bigger sleds and dog teams 30 years earlier.

The cost of hunting, in terms of ammunition, equipment
and fugl, Iincreased to the point whgte unless the price of seal or
fox ;klns-waa high, and a man had esiaugh to trade, hupting was only
possible when pubsidized'in somé_way, }o; example by family allowance
i{ncome (B;nubier 1970, 204). Seal skin prices dropped during the

#+

1960'3”2

Abandonmentg of Outlying Settlements 1955 - 1970

In this period there was an cutstanding change in the
sottlement pattern as all ovutlying settlements werc abandoned in favour
of Igloolik and Hall Béqch. Broadly the population of the northern

; ) o’

- -

part of the arca was dyawn te "Igloolik, while that of Foster Bay,
-4

-

?arry Bay and Usuajuk to the south moved to Hall Beach, regardlass

of former group ntflilutions, as lllustrated in Flgure 3?. This

movement took place largely during the 1960's, but other changes occurred
carlier, such as the development 6E sa;ellize villages around Hall

Beach, and a certain amount of inward movement to existing settlements

closer to the two centres from the more remote villages.

Ceantrallzation to Igloolik

KAPUIVIK

In the late 1950's and early 1960°'s Kapaivik w;q‘the largest
gsettlement in northern one’ﬂpaln (Figutc 38): The stable population
numbered about 18 families uhcil'l961. The seasonal cycle included a

winter village at Kapulvik which was largely defendent on cached weat.

. o
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FIGURE 37
ABANDONMENT OF OUTLYING SETTLEMENTS 1960-1470
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PIGURE 38
COMPOSITION OF KAPUIVIK 1955-1970
== - ===
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Trap lines were set near the village in winter. Thers was a spring,
settlement at Seowa for ringed and bea}dcd seal, and a summer walrus
hunting site at Kaersuit. 1In autumn journeys were made to Pilik, or
more recetitly Erke, on Baffin Island, for caribou, returning to Kaer~
suit to té;tlnue walrus huqilng in autumn. hbout fpur to five trading .
Journeys were made to Igloolik each year (Unpublished field notes

1969, 4).

Until the early 1960's Kapuivik consisted of two distinct
segmentg, the Upper and lower Villages (Damas 1963, §2). The segments
consisted of CGroups 1? 5, 6 and 7 described in Chapter IV. In addition
to these groups several other famifles lived at Kapulvik including short
term visitors from local scttlements and from beyond the region, forming
a4 peripheral population (Figure 38).

The co;e group of the lower Village (Group 7)-left Kapuivik
in 1961 to visit Hall Beach because of the mother's sickness. The
fnmlly remained at Hall Beach permauently after that, where the father
tound employment with the Department of Northern /€fairs. ﬁe was
accompanied by one adult son. A second son movea to Ussuajuk in the
south of the area, but remained in close contact with Eia father in
Hall Beach, sharing equipment with him. The third son divided his
time between Egloollk and Kapuivik after his father left.

Grgup 1, the core group of the Upper Village, remained
at Kapuivik until its members all moved to Igloolik betweeﬁ 1966 and
1969. 1In 1965 the leader of this group owned a trap boat and motor, °

and a canoe with a motor. His son owmed a snowmobile. His brother




146

also owned a canoe, two motors ard a whaleboat in 1965 (Anders 1968).
This family group algo owned two other canoes with mo,tora. 'Although
the atatus of the whaleboat owner was somewhat diminished after the
availability of canoes made gmaller groups of hunters more independent,
this accumulation of equipment continued to give these men a strong
position of leadership over other village members.

The core group of the Lower Village ﬁad owned a canoce and

-

motor. Only one other member of the village had a boat, and one other

-

a motor, but both of these men had left Kapuivik by 1965.

-~

This left the first family group as the only core population
of Kapuivik after 1961. They were joined occasionally by others for
short periods, but with the growth of Igloolik and Hall Be;ch there
was no new long-term immigratlion to Kapulvik,

In 1966 the leader of the remaining core group mo;ed to
Igloolik. -‘His wife needed to be near the nursing s%ation, and both

-~

agreed that "it is better for the old people‘to live in the village"

(1gloolik), (Unpublished field notes 1969, 10). Their sons stayed
in Kapuivik until 1967 and 1968, but they then joined their father in .
Igloolik, as did some of his nephews, and c¢ontinued to hunt from there, o
with visits to summer camp sitﬁ.

The younger brother of the leader remainéd at Kapuivik
with his large family until 1969, He then mov;d,id to Igloolik be-
cause there was a house available for himt there., He found the idea of

¢

having a house attractive, although he realized that hunting would be
L

tore difficult from the villhge. His wife needs to be near the °

\
/ s
.



147

nursing station. His two sons moved to Igloolik ia 1967.

Thus by 1969 Kapuivik was abandoned as a winter village,
although former members cogtinue t? hunt in that area. The reasons
for its abandonment follow a pattern that is also found in other
scttlements. Sickness or old age affected the decisions of the three
leading families, as did the attraction of housing in Igloolik and
Hall Beach. One man remained in Hall Beach after finding permanent

work there.

KIKITAJUK
After their dispersal between 1946 and 1949 the majority
of the Avajuk population realigned in three locations. The first of

these was Kikitajuk, the second Manitok, and the third Igloolik.

Kikitajuk although not an outstandingly proasperous village
as its predecessor Avajuk had been, retained its core population uuu&\\ |
relatively late in the centralization movement that occurred in northern °
Foxe Basin in the decade 1960-1970 (F%gurc 39). This was largely be-
cause of its favourable position near hugtin; arcas and within easy
rcach- of Igloolik., Also because of its location, it attracted a number .
“of additional familles who settled there temporarily before moving in
to Igloolik or Hall Beach. i

The core population of 'oight families remained unchanged
until the period between 1966 and 1968. These 'were headed by the two
Avajuk men who had moved there in the early 1950's. These men and ten

related families, including their own married sons, were joiuned

briefly by Qight other fsmilies during the period. Four of these per- ' ) ,

t

T IR g
- . . . LT RN EAPOR PO T T 7 A S Y.



=
148
FIGURE 39
COMPOSITION OF KIKITAJUK 1955-1970
Family No. 1955 ) 19?0 , ' . 19?5 . , , 1930
3 sese Igloolik ]
4 sssse Igloolik
104 Igloolik
23 sseascssesasnse Kimiktovik
138 tessccsssnsssssasenscanecncess Tgloolik
14 Igloolik 3 g
) §.1 Igloolik
103 1gloolik
19 Igloolik
131 Hall Beach Igloolik
135 Igloolik
136 Igloolik
137 Hall Beach me Hall Beach, Igloolik
139 Manitok  emeemes Manitok, Igloolik
29 Manitok 1gloolik
140 Manitok, Nugsanajuk 'Igloollk
141 ot randtok ootk | B
-4
192 Igloolik s 1glool ik g
64 . IQ10014K wemwm Kimiktouki
206 Pond ;-- Ponad
16 Igloolik ._:. 1glool ik

For key see Fig.ll
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{pheral families were related and had previously lived at Manitok,
but moved to Kikitajuk briefly, u‘aaligning with the core population
families who they had llved with at Avajuk until 1946.

}The population of Kikitajuks at this time included several
old and infirm hen who were unable to hunt. Three of four wooden
houses were erected at Kikitajuk aftar 1964. By 1965 the two old or
disabled heads of core families had houses, as did another disabled
man from Manitok. These were supplied by the government' for welfare
cases. The houses had been removed from Igloolik and taken to Kikit-
ajuk in sections by dog team., They were supplied with oil stoves and
f(uel, and contributed to the reluctance of the core population to move
to Igloolik. ¢

The hunting equipment used by the Kikitajuk people was
concentrated in the hands of the core population, as it had once been
at Avajuk.' Between them they owned a whaleboat, two canoes and three
motors, whereas the remaining families owned only dog teams, (Anders
1968) and were thereforé dependent on the core group for the use of
boats in summer hunting.

The population of Kikitajuk con;isted of threg elements.

The core population, divided into hunters, and old or disabled, and

</

the peripheral population, The peripheral population, having no strong
kin ties, and owning little capital equipment, had little incentive to
pa .

stay at Kikitajuk omce housing became available in Igloalik. Five of
these families moved to Igloolik from Kikitajuk in 1966 and 1967. These

included the disabled man from Manitok, and his son and son-in~lawv who
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between them owned minimal hunting equipment. Another man returned
to his former home in Kimiktovik and later moved to Hall Beach. The
other periphral fa.ilies,#fd already left by 1966.

The old, disable, or sick members of the core group were
the next 'to leave Kikitajuk. The camp leader, an old man, meved to
Igloolik in 1966. The head of the second core family, also unable
to hunt, woved there in 1967. Those remaining Iin Kikitajuk were the
young, fit member; of the core group. By 1968 the village was composed
of three sons of the former leader of Kikitajuk ;nd one son of the
second man. The leader encouraged the young mentiggjiay in camp in
order to provide food for the familyﬁaembets in Iglgolik. His argument
was that "there is8 more food when all the men hunt together', and
although the younger men were not discouraged fro; moving to Igloélik
to work for wages, and were "free to do as they wished," they continued

to hunt from Kikitajuk as a group (Unpublished field notes 1969, 6).

The proximity to hunt;ng areas and the existence of housing
there further encouraged these men to stay in Kikitajuk. Despite this
they had all joined their fathet? in Igloolik by the winter of 1969,
although they continued to live at Kikitajuk during parts of the summers.
By 1969 they had developed a new hunting patterh, in common with other
men from Igloolik, of one or two day hunts at the floe edge starting
from Igloolik and travelling by dog team or cnod;obile. This pattern
lasts until spring when they camp at Kikitajuk by the floe edge until’
the ice Jeaves Turtomn kay in front of Igloolik, and it again becomes

possible to commute between Igloolik and the hunting area, now by boat.

' -



MANITOK

Manitok was a small village composed solely of the kin of
one man, who had immigrated to northern Foxe Basin in 1938, joining
Avaj&k in 1940. Tiis man's éhree sons ;nd son-in-law, and their three
song)and thelr families formed the stable core populati;; of Manitok
until about i961 (Figure 40).

The peoplc of Manitok owned a minimal capital equipment,
with no whaleboat and only one canoe and motor (Andets 1968). 1In 1961

LS

the leader of this group, by now an old man, was in hpspital in Ches-

A
terfield Inlet, and later died without returning to Manitok. In the

same year, one of the adult sons who was unable to hunt because of

i11 health, moved to Kikitajuk. He lived in a government house there

briefly, and moved to Igloolik in 1966. Another member of the group

became closely assoclated with Igloolik after 1959, spending part of

w

his time there., He remained in Igloolik permanently after being
disable in an accident in 1964 or 1965. He states that he "was told
to stay in one place because of [hié] health, but would prefer to hunt

if [hé] were fit." He was renting a government house in Igloolik by

-

1965.

Two other Manitok men were also ,associated with Igloolik
after 1964, -and mbved there perpanently in 1968. Another moved a

government house to a site near Manltok 4t Iauksugalik in about 1964,

2

but sho afterwards he began spending the winters in a house in
- / % o~ o
Igloolik, on using his house at Inuksugalik in t.ue summer.

5

/Haniiﬁk attractéd an influx of summer visitors from Kik-

-
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FIGURE 44&
COMPOSITION OF MANITOK 1955-1970
Family Mo. 1955 l 1960 ' 195 o ?;30 - "
+ . ] 3 [ ] ] [} 3 . [} []
26 (d)
27 ..t-f?.l.(:?}.ipk....... Igloolik
139 reeeereneene KikLER UK, TgdoOLK ) '
28 Igloolik } |
29 T Kikitajuk |
140 Nuﬁ.anajuk
141 Iglujuak - NIKARINK | Igloelik
142 enat Iglooldk L rsloolik
107 tescemncessscnnssssensanennare i o0Lik  rgloolik
FIGURE 41
COMPOSITION OF AGU 1955-1970
Pamily No. 1955 1960 1965 ?‘ ' 1970
Y \ Igloolik
82 @
83
120 Pond, Igloel ik
143 Igloolik
79 Kapuivik
114 Manirtay  wm—e IGlUjUaK e Igloolik
187 PONd smewwmeewm= Arctic

<’

" For key see Fig.ll




dn

: o ‘ ‘ | 153

itajuk and Igloolik in the early 1960's. . The fomer permanent Man-
itok population joined this seasonal movement to the area after their

relocation in Igloolik.‘r The Manitok area 1s now regularly visited ¢

by hunters working from Igloolik, and 18 richer in seals than thae - -4

overhunted area immediately to the east. of ngoolik'leland where much

- . .
of the Igloolik genernsed hunting takes place. )

~
\

\ AGU g
The Agu Bay group consisted of two brothers and three ) “ﬁ
' step~-sons and their families. Another related man, also resident v

! at Arctic Bay. for part of the time, lived at Agu between 1961 and ..

1963 with his family. They were joined from the mid 1960's by two - ,

in-marrying men, one fyom Kapulvik, the other from Mani;tgau (Figure

41). The group was divided bLetween two or three settlements for much

A

- of the period, and the two brothers did not live together. . .

£l

These people owned two cances with motors in 1965. One .

~
-

of the two brothers died in 1965, and the ‘ether brother moved to .

Igloolik in 1967 when he became tod old to hunt adequately, and his

\
*

scttlement was involved in a famine. His wife prefers life in the

»

village to the hard conditions at Agu, although the man would ptgfcf

N
a3t e

to be able to hunt (Udpuplished field notes 1969, 5). . The stap-sona.
3

and sons-in-law remained at Agu until 1968 and 1969 when all ,buf onc

ot

family moved into Igloolik with the hope of getting houses there. -
. L4

A

Ty N
fy G U T .
R i B st

PN

-

They continued to huat from Igloolik.




134

4

MAN {RTAU

Manirtau was compomed of four to five famillea throughout v
the firat part of thou poriod. *nu' central mibor was an old man
with Win threo sonm and 'a gnmdion._ They wers lolnmdlat times by two
wons in law nnd\c‘m ct,gh.th man who (}rtan:?‘d Manirtau briatly from

Arctic Bay (Figure A2), ’ .

Thin group owned a whaleboat amd a motor after 1959, They .

-~ £

normally Jived at Tikevak in winter and summer, with visits to the floe

odge at Angmarjuak tn wpring, and to lplutik for caribou {n winter.

Batween 19%9 and 1961 the village shvifted to Manirtau, but returned

to Tikerak after two YO&I;'I (Boaubier 1969, 23,

The death 9(‘ the loader fn 1960, and that of Ma)vu’a in
1965 contributed directly to the nbnn'domm of Manirtau, Atter
tho denth of the father vue son movud Lo Agu when ha married a
voman from that village. He owred a canoe ad motor. This left the
remaining men short of hunting equipsent. /A second son moved to Ig-
looltk In 1962 wherc he wan later ewloyd& by the })cpnrtunt of Northern
Affaira, hunting only {n his spare time. The third son, who was
partially disabled, continued te uno«//lnu with both Manirtau and
1glooltk until he too moved in to Il/(oouk h\/l%ht influsnced by his
infirmity. - lie has since stopped h%\th\g. The grandeon went :6 Kapulvik
in 1965 after his own village had /broken up, but |1 woved to Igloolik )
by 1966 and has since followed the hunting pattern described in Hagyer
V. The two sons-in-law also 1;!t~mtrtlu. one to go to Iglujuak ia

1964, the other to Pond Inlet in 1967 The mtttl;l area is nhov rarely

S
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. ; FPIGURE 42
? COMPOSITION OF MANIRTAU 1955-1979 .
. N . -
Fanily Mo, 19358 1960 1963 1970
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~. FIGURE 43
COMPOSITION OF IGLUJUAK 1955-1970
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vigited, except for sutumn caribou hunts in the neighbourhood of

Erke. .. -

IGLUJUAK’

’\ The three men who established Iglujuak in ;he 1940's
continued to live there through;ut the periéd. The father died in
1962 but his son and son-in-law remained at Iglujuak. They were
joined im the 1960's by a number of short ter; members (Figure 43). |
The core families owned a whaleboat with an engine, two cances and
one motor. They were jolined in 1963 by a man from Kapuivik who owned

a whaleboat and a canoe, together with a man from Ingnirtok who later

became his brother—-in-law. Three men, also associated with Manirtau,
O,

-

Joined the Igulujuay group at times after 1959 when they acqulred a [

motor for thelr whaleboat which gave them greater mobility in summer.
After 1967 ounly four families remained at Iglujuak, together

with one man who also associated with Kangilksaimayuk. ‘By 1968 Iglu-
juak had dissolved and its members all had houses in Iglooliks. ,One
man states that life is Eoo hard in the country, e;pecially for his
wife. He preférs her to live in a warm house (Unpublished field notes
1969, 8). The factors contrituting to thin'decisién were the remoteness
of the settlement, sickness in the family and ;be_aviiiability of housing
in Igloolfki These men continue to cawmp LAA;he spiéeg, but the journey
fm{“ the village to camp, and the caches of fuel xi;c.egury for a sum-

“ Swmar's hunti;‘lg were found to be prohibitive, and the m: tended to confors

- .

. s to the newly developing pattern of hunting from Igloolik. One of thase

L)

7 :
. mén realizes that "the village is no good for seal Kunting”, and that
. [ .

- b
ad t
M v
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"the men wust disperse”, but finds it difficult to do so in practice .

(Beaubier 1969, 3). -

NAUYARULUK
Nauyaruluk was a small settlement composed of one man, RN

his two sons, a son-in-law and another affinally related man, and

their families. This group, which established a scottlement in 1947,

continued to live there i{nto the 1960's (Figure 44). They moved sites R
several times, but stayed in the same area. The winter site, 'Nauyaru-

luk, was on the shores of the Fury and Hecla Strait near the winter

sealing grounds. The summer site was at Upirgnavik, or at Irkraluit

at the mouth of Gifford River.

9 R

In 1959 the asBociated man left Nauyaruluk to move to

FIGURE 44 /
\ COMPOSITION OF NAUYARULUK 1955-1970

Family No. 1955

A L L] .

33 2 1gloolik
\

69
\ ) :
72 Iglool ik : . Ve

hY

Igloolik

$ Igloolik

150

160 Spence Bay eewsee= Iglujuak
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Igloqlik after the death of his wife. Shortly after, in 1962,

the leader also q;ved to Iglp;lik because of old age and poor health.
A son-in-law had a house in the village where he was able to satay
until he received a government house in 1964. One of his adult sons
had moved to Igloolik a year before him. The eldest son was now the
leader of Nauyaruluk. After his daughter married in 1962 her husband
stayed at Nauyaruluk. The new leader's brother-in-law moved to Ig-
loolik in 1964 where he had a house. The two familles remaining et
Nauyaruluk acquired a one room goverfiment house in 1964. They moved
to a new winter site near Upirgnavik where they set up the ney house,
and remalned there Qntll the winter of 1969. They occasionally visited
Igloolik for extended stays, but moved ;n pcrmanently in 1969, largely
becaunse of the difficulty and expense of remaining at Nauyaruluk with
a faulty boat motor and a long journey to Igloolik to trade, and

possibly the small size and isolation of the settlement. Sickness in

L]
b3

the family was another contributing factor.
U]

Centralization to Hall Beach

L4

FOSTER BAY

Nugsanajuk was the successor to Akunik as the main
village in Foster Bay. There were about five otasix families livigg
there permanently in this period (Figure 45). However, the village

wvas affected by the growth of Hall Beach after ihe construction of the

D.E.W. Line, and four families moved to locations nearer this centre.
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FIGURE 45

COMPOSITION OF NUGSANAJUK 1955-1970
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Family No. 19?5’ . , . . leO . \ . . l9f5 ' ,
46 . 2 . kimiktovik
109 .....-...--...-....---....‘..-- D.ENM,
41 coansces P sseces lhpaiu(“.
7
6) T ceeses  Kimiktovik
16 Hiall Beach Mall Beach
108 (4)
] Pond wwee Napakut
140 MaAN{tok comees Kikitajuk

For key see Fig.ll

The head of one of these found employment at the D.E.W, Line.

Another moved to Igloolik to join his own relatives after living with

-
—

by 1964.

PARRY BAY

his wife's disabled father for many years. The village was abandoned

Ingnirtok, in Parry Bay, was closely connected with Ussua-

' juk in this period. Figure 46 shows the large 'nmgbet of short-term

visitors to Ingnirtok. The village had fram five to ten families
* .

living in it at the beginning of the period. Ingnirtok broke up

during the early 1960's and seversl members loved’gztectly to Hall Beach,

others to Ussuajuk. It has since been the site of summer camps for

'people living i{n Hall Beach.

~

LYPRERRY
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COMPOSITION OFP INGNIRTOK 1955-1970
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. USSUAJUK = .A
Ussuajuk is 30 miles south of Parry Bay, and is the most
southerly settlement in northern Foxe Basin. The core of the Ussua-
] Juk populatiox; in this period consisted of about 10 families, joined

at times by at least 3 others (Figure 47). Several members of the

FIGURE 47 s .
COMPOSITION OF USSUAJUK 1955-1970

Pamily No 1955 19170
L] » L] 1] L] L L4 L] L} L}

-

37 ' 211 Deach

196 Iqloolik ~ ~

108 11 Beach

19 Hall Beach b

201 . ) ! Hall Bsach

44 .:..I‘ﬂ‘ ??ﬁtogrvnnocnooooo- Inq“.rwk l .

113 - Rapakut

197 Napakut

112 " Inqr\ottok. H.bch.

147 Kapuivik - Hall Beach

t

87 Kapuivik Iglool lk‘\ e

\

189 Napakut .

191 : Iﬁqﬂ“tﬂh :a)jt?.a.k-‘-'ntn Autle
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village were a\so an;ciamd vwith Ingnirtok, particularly the former
Akunik people who had moved south to Parry Bay in the early 1950's.
The leader of Ussusjuk, who had gone there from Akunik, owned a whale-
boa’t with a motc;r. and a canoe and motor. He and his son remained at
Ussuajuk until }968. 9

Ussuajuk broke up between 1964 and 1968, dbst members
m\i’ing to Hallineac\h when government houses becam; available there.
Hall Beach h‘ad..become the focal point for the aettlemen.ts in the south.
because of its proximity, especially after the store opened there in
1965. ~ i

Four familles moved to Napakut after 1964 wherl nearby Hall
Beach began to grow, and they later moved to Hall Beach 1itself. At
least one of these moved there because of a need to be near medical
facilities (Unpublished ﬂeld notes 1969, 11). The last families
had left Ussuajuk by 1968. Some of them continue to visit the Parry
Bay area seasonally, ce;mping at Ingnirtok for example, but rarely
vigit the Ussuajuk area because of its remoteness.

The abandonment of Ussualuk and Ingnirtok was not related
to a lack of game in those areas, but was dus to the attraction of
Hall Beach with its housing a;\d nursing ;ution. and for some the pos-
8ibility of wage labour, together with the increasingly ﬁrohibitivg
costs of maintaining remote settlements. Crowe's description of the
seasonal cycle of activities at Ussusajuk for the early 1960's thm
that there was a considerable degree ot'igtogdepaudenco and co-operation

\\
~
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between families in the village, and with members of the Ingnirtok
group (Crowe 1969, 51-63). Once most members had relocated at Hall
Beach it was difficult for the remaining feé families to maintaiw the
settlements effectively alone. One man who moved to Hall Beach in
1967 dislikes it, but moved in "because I had a house there. 1 was
told to stay here because 1 got hungry to camp." (Unpublished field
notes 1969, 11). However, he finds it difficult to hunt from the -
village as there is far less game in the area than at Ingnirtok. ™ fe

continues to hunt near Ingnirtok in summer. A second man who moved

fn from Ingnirtok in 1967 also came because of having a house at Hall

Beach. He felt that the Housing Committee, an elected sody of local

people in Hall Beach, wanted him to move. He also continues to camp

in the Ingnirtok or Karmat area in summer, but appreciates having a

house in winter.

THE SATELLITE VILLAGES: KIMIKTOVIK AND NAPAKUT

Kimiktovik and Napakut grew as a result of the development
of nearby Hall Beach. People wete attracted there by the proximity
of. the D.E.W. Line station and nursing post. Kimiktovik grew during
the late 1950"s until it reached its maximum size, between 1959 and
1961, of up to 15 families '(Figure 682. Kimiktévik had attracted
immigrants from Repulse Bay, Pond Inlet, Akunik, and Nygsanajuk, as
well as a number of the more mobile Igloolik Eskimos from elsewhere

in the northern Foxe Basin. Four of these people found employment
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FIGURE 48
COMPOSITION OF KIHIK'I’OYIK 1955-1970
Fanily No. 1953 ' ’ %0 ' 1965 .
126 Iqlo0l ik Hall Beach
6 Foster Bay cceceeess - 19loolik |
101 Avajuk, Pond pD.EW,
102 Av;jux.vond ssesescvee D EM. .
70 Parry Bay oesecesscse Napskut
23 - Foster Bay (&) )
183 ROPULE® ~mmemcessscsscecsscsse Napakut
61 Repulse eese Napakut
190 s sesnnesssesncen: Napakut
6) Foster Bay Napakut
192 Pond  wem Igloolik
193 — Mapakut
64 cssosae 110011k o llnpaku}/
194 Igloolik D.!./W.
46 rfoster bmy Napakut
110 - - 1gloolik
200 ——— G 498 N:pakut .

For kay see "q.u

vith the D.E.W. Line after 1961 and 1962

In 1961 the populatfon of !uniktovik h.:d

of infirm or dependont ndnn. ucluding thres widmu with young

families and two old, 1aﬂtu men, The !uulktovik peoplo wvere able to

¢

large proportion
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build ahacks usiﬁg materials from the D.E.W. Line dump, and this,

togethar with the proximity of the nursing station, undoubtedly in-

flp’pccd the composition of the settlement. ' s
Napakut, a few miles nearer Hall Beach, was the successor

to Kimiktovik. Between 1960 and 1964 14 families moved to Napakut in

order to be closer to Hall Beach (Figure 69); They built wood and

cardboard shacks there. Anders (1965, 65) was amazed by their "extremely

filthy appearance"”, and recomwended that the shacks be dé;troyed. Eight

of these fumilies came from Kimiktovik, and several more from Ussua juk

.

and Inénirtok. There people wighed to live near Hall Beach. Several

'came to be near the nursing station because of illness or infirmity,
others hoped to find work at Hall Beach. The D.E.W. Line dump was
yet another attraction. Two of the families moving to Napakut had a
" history of mobility and had no close kin ties In northern Foxe Basin
These men moved near to Hall Beach largely because of the material
comforts available there. ‘

Thus Hall Beach, or its nearby satellite villages, attracted
two types of immigrant. The first included people living in settle-
Qéhqa near Hall Beach, from Ussuajuk in the south to Akunik in the
north, who found 1ife in these settlements increasingly difficult in " -
comparison to the a;vant;gea ;f Hall Beach. On the whole it was the
peripheral members of these settlements who woved first, and the
leaders and their jnnediagd“tnliliel who tended to ;e‘lin the longest. . -i:
Thé second category iﬁcludqa pgople; such as tﬁe tvo families mentioned

above, who were genealogically isolated from the remainder .of the I;loblik :

3}
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FIGURE 49
COMPOSITION OF NAPAKUT 1955-1970

Pamily Ho. 19585 1980 M 1965 1970
. “ o . e e e e T
113 USSUAJUK  seeemssemcmsmsss D .E. W,
197 Ussua juk Igloolik
66 Ingnertok =wbe= Hall Beach
64 \\ Kimiktovik Hal) Beach
193 { Kimiktovik Hall Beach:
191 , + Umsuajuk oy rctic
63 Kimiktovik Igloouk
) 190 : Kimiktovik Hall Beach
41 mqunajuk‘-------——- Hall Beach
' ] . Wugsana juk . Hall Beach ~ ¢
70 Kimiktovik Hall Beach
170 Repulge secersersssesss s #511 ‘Beach
183 KIMIKEOVIK e Ha 11 Boach
‘61 Kimiktovik = Hell Beach
189 Ussuajuk ewesmemmwms Hall Beach
TN Kimiktovik : Hall Besch
200 4 Kimiktovik eeesesssnseseonvsses Hall Beach’
° For key sse rig.ll ° . -
k] ' ‘ )

-
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Eskimos, and did not have strong links with any other settlements.

In this case their location was determined by purely economic consid<’

erations. The same is true of infirm and dependent members of the "
| - ’

satellite villagep.

|
’ ’ 1 ’ )
D.E.W. LINE STATIONS - : e }

/ Before 1960 the D.E.W. Line stations in Foxe Basin lnd

-

exclusively employed labour fron southern Canlda, the U S.A.,~ot thr

parts of the Arctic, in particular the Weatern Canadhn Arcttcx After, - J

) 1960 several men from Repulse Bay and Southampton Igland immigrated (, i ,,"

to northern Foxe Basin to work for the D.E.W. Line. At the same time

a number of Igloolik' Eskimos wére employed by the- D.E.W. Line. !iouaio;

e

for Eskimo employees was provided near tiu Fox Main site, two nﬂ.u -
from Hall Beach, or at the "various remote .u“‘~ . . ' N
Most immigrants from the Western Arctic had left l;y 1968~. o

?ﬁ}’mure 50), and the limited number of jobs available ‘at the-D.E.W. Line

stations were held by local men or immigrants from hpul.q Bay or SR

- Southaapton Island. The number of men eaploycq vas due to be cut in° ’

1969 or 1970 as the D.E.W. Line reduced operstions. A

R
A
14 » -

a

New Settlement in Igloolik 2

Igloolik had been a centfe for the region for soms time: | ;o

by 1955. The Catholic Mission had moved there in 1937, By 1947, when .-

. the store re-opened, several £ani‘ﬁ.ec ikrc ,l‘l.viag in Ijloél&. \.L -
. the 1950's the population of Igloelik eou‘u b. Jﬂvud uu m- neg-,

* ments (Figure 51). T.bc fitst was a man and hh htlly wﬂ&yﬂ i'*ﬁ‘l{
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FPIGURE 50 ‘ .
FAMNILIES WITH AEADE’ EMPLOYED AT D.E.W.LINE STATIONS
o .. - 1985<1970 .
Panily Mo, 1933 1960 1983 1989 ¢
1 L] ] [] [ 1] [ ] [} L] ] 4+ ] L L] ]
197 P 1q100lik  come
11} p8 ' ’I ‘ MPAkU casmmmen
194 . Kimiktovik ecomsmmmmens ("
- »
189 - ¢ Napakut —————
111 S , Repulse, Ingnertok
. é;‘z'& ' ¢
181 * - Iqloolik — (a)
210 ’ Kepuivik
. It
173 Pally Bay . gl 141001k
171 .‘Ntw .DO.!...to.a-cn..nc..up{oé'o.‘goln-oo.
& - ;
190 Parry Bay - 0-.-’6.-30-—-—-—
101, L — ’ " .
102 \ " Iglootik
) . ‘ - glool ————
12% . Avajuk , Kimiktovik . ssssenponvanseese Iglaolik
‘ 1%52° ’ w2 _—:-# left ‘r.q‘-m
153 - w2 : (@ '
. . ' . Cambridyge
158 .* “w.2 - Bay
156 ~ 0 W.2 e loft region
157 T .w.2 e left region
i 158 N - . ", 2 o--—-w-- left region
161 , R,pﬂll., Hall Be3xch cuwes
162 Soutfampton Island, Igloalik — - .
oy
163 » Southamon Island . .
164 i Southampton Island
170 . _ S Rebirise, Hall Beach s
.l * . . .
171 S ¢ ..l.-.nn‘---i.I.l.’.h.ni'..oni....h Hall Betich
;109 s . Nuggénajuk - - — -
193 . . . fiall Beache o
» notos: W.2 - Henterr; Canadlian Axctic District, ! ) )
. For Key sea Pig.1ll . . . . s
) 0. : ’l( - N
o " S . - 4
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"was able' to demonstrate kin  ties between all the fanilies living in

store. Secondly an old blind man who had soved there with his three
. . . P i
a;hlt sons in 1948 or 1949. The third group copsisted of men formerly

at Avajuk who had 1ived briefly at Kikitajuk before moving to Igloolik:

“ 1n' 1953 or earlier. This group was composed of eight or aine families, -

“¥

Lastly an old m and his son wro had l-;'taéod into the ;ru. in the
1930's, and had since been closely auochlzcd with the Mission.

Of the group of former Avajuk men one l‘utas that he moved
to Igloolik because he was working for a government survey team for

a year. He was able to obtain enough wood to build a shack in the

- { v :
viilage, and had remained there ever sfnce. He continued to huat from

the village although ‘it 1s harder from there, and takes lorger. [
hynted less, b;xt still hupted caribou a few times in the wintet. There
was less trapping than before." (pnp’xbluh,ed field notes 1969, 2).

In 1959 one man ‘and hit; jfour adult sons moved to Iﬂo?l;k
from Pond Inlet. This man's fathcr was the leader of the Iglujuak”

.
people, but the man had not lived with hu fat:hct for many yuro, and

when he was in Pond Inlet had received training tr) bocon an Anhlican
Minister. He now moved to Igloolik todoru the centre of what was to
become the Anglican section og=the village. The Rom Catholic

Avajuk people now living in Ign.nc h&lped this man fetch his tng ‘ .

K
0" .
boat which he had lsft in Pond Inlet. Although the %o religion\ 3toups ’ .
< £ g
were well defined, the Anglican mini.ater was ig_fgct che naphcw of the -

Catholic old blind man, although he ang t.,he Minister's ftthef./b;cthau, N

had been separated through much of theis adgit lives. In 1961 I
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Igloolik (Damas 1963, 93). ‘However, the later influx of Catholics

and, Protestants reinforced the schism betveen the two groups, and such

LAY

co-operat lon and recognition of kin links between groups became ]
1ncreasiqgly'tare. Protestant and Catholic sections of the vlllige

are phyaically sepa;ated by a large tract of land owned by the Hudson's
Bay Company .(See Cﬁapter vI). -
s The population continued growing 'in the early 1960's, -
paFttéularly by fhe additgéa of widows or families énable to support |
themaelveslin camp, Fog/éxample four widows moved Fhere between 1961

/

and 1964, and two more,old men who no longer hunted.

/
By 1964 the village condafned 41 fadilies (R.C.M.P. 1964). :
"\ / ' - ’
Of these four were living in goverhment hougses. The heads of three of .

" these families vy§e old or disabled, and the fourth was employed by the . 4

.. ' “government. Tle Hudson's Bay Company employed two néh, both of whom

L]

' . were providcd/wiih houéés. The village‘wus nov th2 largest settlement
in northerg/Foxe Basin, L .

Betw;an 1964 and 1968 the govermment built 70 houses in

/
! ’

Igloolik; and by 1970 there were no permanent settlements other than

k IglooVik and Hall Beach. In addition to these 70 houses there were twa ¥

. " Hudson's Bay Company hou‘és, althougﬂ these were no iongar in usévby .
/" 1968, ‘one R.C.M.P. house for the Eskimo Special Conatable, and a S

: ‘ A

H

7o)

' privately built house. ;ﬁy ;930 there were 86 famifies living in Igloolik.

-

The organi;ation 8f the village is described more fully‘inTChaptcé vI.
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- FIGURE 51 L
COMPOSITION OF 'IGI{OOLIK 1955-1970

n

Family Mo. 1935 1960 1963 1970
e
i 3 (KIXAtaJuk)eeesereoossnasasasssns .
. 4 (xixitajuk) "
127 : .
100 ssessavsansasassnncsesennne
.o s ceveacce
: 126 ceaessasea Kimiktob ik Hall Beach emsmemmme
7 ' ) KAPULVLIK  commeimssmsen
. 102 D.E.W. D.EW. .
LA -
: 125 ‘ D.E.W. \ |
' ¥
' 52 . Kapuivik -
; - . 123 Kapuivik, REPULEE  ammmmemm )
- 128 | = ‘ N Kapuivik .........:.---
— 129 ' e
53 . Kapuivik e
| 124 \\‘ ' KOPULVAK  commommmmemeie ¢
130 o Kapuigik ——-—ﬁz";tl:’:““'
14 ' Kikitajuk -
15 ‘ i KiKLEAJUK  omom
103 v KiKEEaFUK cmmpmemormn -
104 T KIKLEAJUK e
X Y S & 11 ' Kikitajuk - )
%- ‘ ) 16 , ) Hall Beach : ‘
£ 132 .............;.:.‘:.’.“3.!1:59.‘5... - . -
i; c ' B Kikitajuk? ......'.....uq:-..y.q...... 44)
. ‘ ‘" 133 R Kikitajuk? R i .
. o A
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FIGURE 51 .. .continued |
i
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Family No. 1988 1960 1965 1970
. 0 . " . ' . . ' . . . ' . .
134 - Hall Deach
19 Kik itajuk
135 / Kikitajuk
136 Kikitajuk ——e—— -
4
20 ‘ '
N NE4
21 (d)
5‘ sPeRBOSYEEBAGIIERS .
106 Hall Beach ecumsmsmms
137 Hall Beach eus
138 ~ Kikitajuk ~- ,
+
27 Manl"tok '--lnnuaonogs?ok--cconn.o-cn-o-----.
i K
139 , mnitok "ta'n‘enlﬁ?}.--p-‘.".t.“.é?-k-u--",
28 Mani tok ?
" 29 Manitok, Kikitajuk \
140 ¥ . Manitok R ———— N
141 Manitok NS -
I,Qz - Manitok ———
+ Manit o
107 Manitok !-ncunl---nnn‘;fnnn.t-'----o-.-..oc-. s " P
k(1] - Pond, etc s
- ; . -
53 | Manirtau 2 }
“ ) X
114 'S ;' Agu Sossa—
L > . ,.“". v, ;
115 Manirtau v . 7 — .
. L - .
‘ >
~%19 —— e . Kﬂhﬁm‘iﬂﬂk * - vteg
R T . — ' : ? LI
\ ' - - -~ I — S,
8l : “  Agu i a
] Cwn g . ’,‘
N . 4
120 . ! K : .Agu, Pond ——— . 4
. N ' . ) ' W
lng. (\ N Agu ————— - .
. » N i .‘}
O '“\@nﬂﬁm.,.) S
; . — 3 - e
l'd * A P . « &
. - (n‘ L . ¥ N, "u" e ¥ B .:‘i ém«é ‘:r.ibﬂ
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FIGURES51 ...continued
‘Panily No. ‘19?5 T ii' - ' (1% 1970
148 Kapaiyik v ReRuivik o
149 . B Y 107, S . S
’ 150 ) _ Nauyaruluk —
a7 l;apulvik,Uuuajuk ;
122 ' , xapuivik ry
151 ' . / Kapuivik »
154 ) w.2 ot
159, Kapuivik e Repulse
162 Southampton IS1and ' wmswsesses D.E.W, ) o
165 . Ropulse e (d) °
166 - ‘ ‘ ' Repulse .—-—.:-'--.- (a)
- 167 . Repulse Repulse
168 . Repules N o Hall Beach
169 ) o Repulse 1 Ropulsa
172 ‘ ?‘ Repulse . Rapulse
173 ‘ r' ; D.EW, e .
175 Pond, IGIUIUEK e Pond’
176 ) . Grise Fiora _ Pond
177 : v . ’ Pond  weomem -
.
178 | ' Pond, Iglujuak = Fond
210 N ‘ ——  Kapuivik ! .
v oo . L .
179 ) : : / .
181 ) — (d) 3 . i
l 182 1 ' ' ’ .Kapuivik, Repulse --s----- . ” "
, ‘134, ' . ‘ -~ W“ . . !
185 ' o ArCLIC cescssessisses Arctie '
) ” (continued, ..}
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Panmily No.
106
187
63
1492
64
196
197
198
47
33
202
72
73
" 69
a8
203
204
205
e
207
74
208 -
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— g?rsepteaber 1969)there‘wyrd 32 fauilips in thé village, iiving in h?

© in 1968, exclnding

s .

WS, %

New Settlement in Hail Beach

AT ™ w’

The growth of Hall Beach began after 1960. Before that - o
there had been no empioyment on the D.E.W. Line for local people .and ika“Gf :
no i{ncentive to settle nearby except the stdtion dump and the nursing >
station, By 1961 two local people were employéa by the gurafng tf’tigp.’// -

and several othera by the D,E.W. Line itself. Damas (1963, 82) e -

*reported a small camp near the nursing station in 1961, which Incladed

the man and woman employed there, and three men employed at the Fox
Main site. This camp grew rapidly over the next few years beéoq{ng .
the village of Hall Beach, withﬂimnigrants cémingffrom the nearby

satellite villages Napakut and Kimiktovik, direct from the southern

-~

villages Ussuajuk aud Ingnirtok, or from other settlements in northern.
‘Foxe Basin (Pigure 52). In particular one large segment of the core
population of Kapuivik moved to Ha{l Beach in 1961, ostengibly because .

of sickness in the famity. They stayed there after the head of the
\ l ‘ . * T a ° »
family began working for the Department of Northern Affairs’, although

t

one of his sons~aligned with Ussuajuk for several yeata and . conﬁinued

-

hunting, using equipment bought by his fncher, and providtng food for

" the family. ' ' A o NN

° 7 - » - ai

“ m:l the provision o soverunea housing in Hall Beach_ -,

the. villaga\gre fickly until theve wnte about 32 families Liviug thega D ;

the D.E.W. Line edeOyees ‘at thp base two miles ' - w0

-

away: By the end of chat‘year all acttleucuﬁc suuth of Fuater.ldylhld

been abandoned, and mqgc of the people had telocated at Hsll Bcncﬂ

-
4 . W

" houses. . ‘ .
. , K

-

.

i )
Lo \.rﬁx,.:f $ 23l m_,l a..
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~ FIGURE 52 ’
COMPOSITION OF HALL BEACH 1955-1970 ;
\ - i
\\ ¢ -
. . “‘ 7
\‘ o F
\ Yamily No. " 1958 1960 1963 197
‘»\ N ¢ [} -~ ] ? ’ ’ L] ’ ) . ’ [} [] ]
A 126 KiliktOV!k- A —————— quoouk
. . ’ .
' ; Lo ‘130 ¢ . ’ Iqlooll'k owen Repulse \
- ’ ‘ 16 B — . Akunik ——— Igloolik .
. ’ ) 134 _; . Igloolik — /\
¢ 70 ’ - ‘ . “ N lippakut AR —. Vo
. v I
’ .
\/f\ '10‘ . Kikttﬁjuk? '.' :.—;mrx‘glool{kA
oo . 13 - v KIKItAJUK  semmemmemmme Pgloolik =+
. . \ 85 . Kapuivik y - . o
b \ 14.7 - -~ }(apulwi;k +U.au'l_ ?E-o.-nﬂ--.-.--..o..
148 Kapudwik -
- 154 . 6‘ - W.2,Igloolik ——— 1gloolik
' ' 161 ‘Repula.e.'lnqnettuk seascavonnger ‘ - .
L. 164 ‘ ] D.EM, = .
R ) 170 . . Rapulse, Napa l’lt -n-n&———- D.E.WN, eswns
P . - . . . L . ~ i —
N " 171 “ - s . Repulse,D . B W, wp—
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ramily Nq, sy 1 19es 1970,
183 - . NAPSKUE s
v 61 ‘ . ¢ . ‘ Na pakut
190 Napakut cememe—
- Y o2 ’ 19100LEK  eymem
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. 6\4 ' Napakut
. ona, ‘ Ussuajuk * Ingnectok
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_in outlying settlements, and when government aid in the form of_penaioéﬁ,~

178

Suu-arx )

pw abandonment of the outlying settlements im notther:\
Foxe Basin, already undervay in the early 1960's, was largely com-
pleted between 1964 and 1968 coinciding with the intensive government
housing progranne (Figures 53 and 54). The mechanisma controlling
population movement in this centralization processa are simnat to those
operating during earlier population sinifts. There 13 a marked differ- ’
énce in the behaviour of fhe core and the peripheral populatic;hs identi-
fied in this thesi:s. As in the population dispersavls of the mid
1940's, members of the peripheral population,havimg less to gain from
staying in one settlement, at; the first to take advantage ;:f a new
resource, in this inatance housing and the opportunity to move to the '
centres. In contrast the cote. populations are again entrenched in their
own settlements and are réluctant to give up theiu.ulhsendence and
autonomy to join the larger centres. They ;zre in positiBus of authority -
in the outlying villages, and characteristically the majority of the

-

L
capital equipment in a village is held by the core group (Anders 1968). ' .
~

'In this situation peripheral village members had little to hald them 5. .

family allovance.and welfare payments and a rental housing ptqziram IR

" provided tfie -aaas for them to settle in the centres many of them did so. -

The centrauntion movement of the peripheral and disabled . e
papulation was unot a direct 1uward wovement in all.cases. Two,new R |
batellite villages were formed near Hall Beach aftdr its advantages as

a centre were perceived, but before the provision of housiwg made it ) ‘m
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- feasible to move to the centre itself. . These Dvﬂlugﬁ. luqiktw*

. and Napakut had an cxtuordimruy high proportion of dhlblod m
. ' and/widowa with fauuiu tS‘suppurc. K;lki.tnjuk was the oquiv‘hnt
satellite village of Igloolik, altboug‘h 1\:3 eitabuchunt ptch?d

the cencralizuion wmovement f‘and it had a strong’c&-e growp that - - . e

\ ~ . . . ' ~ -~
. resisted this moyement. . oo S NS
to ! . ' ’

The -eventual movement of the codre groups to the centrés

. . . b U ‘e
. wag the.reault of several factors. Their vi,llu‘geo» had buti i:e’duced by - =~
I3 ' . . % .
the departt)te of the peripheral popuhtid‘n. Fﬁili«e. vere aplit vl!m i ..

e e s

3’ \ \ old and infirm members-moved to the centres, and chndui’: were oblim =

. 'Y - .
to spend much of the.year living in” school hostal:. ) ‘rhcu mhllétcn
di.d not return to their villagad equippnd to conti.ma the hnm:;lb; tu«-

’ di.tion. .The cost of nnl.ntgming remote nttlmnt: vas now prohibi;tn

(Beaubjer, Bradley and Vestey 1470, ar.-moo. 0 pgm.icnlur the cost ow*" s

gasouna needed for hunci.ng and for joumﬁyc to the cmczu to m«. )

‘ 2 o’ tramporc chi-ldun to cch&ol or to vieit the uurain; huum 26 i

i | , thesa diaadwmtagao my b¢ added the :mcmcn fron ttn uutumg- a&t&&u

" . . and ch?tchu , lonelinon of -Noman 1:: -the - .nllu' u:til’ﬁnu comud n

SE ©_ wiith thetr. acqgmtma‘ in- thmcnntm (bnpub}uﬁpd tm tm‘u M) ¥
;2 : ' nunerpése tcfcrm«). and the ineffisisency of! le yuﬁtMﬁ m

B -"4«-‘-

. hunttng Foups, (Unpubliohad cm.d nates 1969. m. Ptﬂ%“ﬁﬁ W
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Y. CHAPTER VI

ADAPTATION TO IGLbOLIK AND HALL BEACH 1968 - 1970

-~

1]

ChapterstI to V dealt with the process of population change
and settlement centralization. The Bskimos of northern Foxe Basin
N -, v
are now faced with the necessity of adapting to fixed viliage locatjons

that have been stabilized by the development of permanent -facilities

h
and the existence of Western institutions. The purpose of this chap-

PN .

ter is to discuss_how general pqtterns/of adaptation oFerate within
these fixed !yillages .

An important assumption is that the present social’
structure of the coamunity has evolved directly from settdement
processes operating before centraliza&ion, despite the strong impact

]

of Western culture on present day Igloolik Eskimo society. The
chapter will focus on the structure of modern settlement,.and show
how this str&cture is related to previous patterns, to the economic' .’

alternatives open’ to the Igloolik Eskimos, and to the integration of

traditional,behaviour in the modern setting.

Modern Village Structure 1968 - 1970

IGLOOLIK

Groupigg o§ individual nuclear families in the modern
village of Igloolik is clearly related to patterns. of s;ttlemen; prior
to centralization. The most obvious feature is the spatial separation -

of the Anglican and Catholic segments of the village. The Catholics

f T e e

* 4

L -
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earlier formed the core population group of the Igioolik Island area.

.

, The Roman Catholic Mission and the Hudson's Bay Company

store were the first two Western agencies to become established in .
Igloolik, in 1937 and 1939 respectively. Their buildings are located
at the widcsé, most level, and best drained section of the beach on
which Igloolik is built. The Catholic Missi&n was already the focus
of some Lskimo settlement by the time the government rental housing
programme began in 1964, and several families had lived thexe for
about 15 years. As more Catholle families movea in they naturally
scttled around the Mission. The Anglican minister had built a house
on the other boundary of the Hudson's Bay Company land, and when
Protestants moved iwto the viilagn they all located at that end of
the beachh(Mdp 7). .

The first FEskfmo houses at Igloolik were shacks built from
scrap mater fals, together with a small number of one room houses
supplied by the government for welfare cases after 1959. When the ren-
tal housing scheme was Introduced in 1964 the layout of housing was
determined Ly a master plan originating with the Engineering Division
of the Department of Indian Affairs and Nértheénabevelopment in

Ottawa. The specific location and allocation of houses was largely in

the hands of local people who were organized into a Housing Oommittee

N
%

representing pe?ple from both Anglican and Catholic groups.

Individuals and social groups had a large degree of choice
L

of location in the village, and this is reflected by the spatial group-

¥

" ing of families. Indecd, one row of four houses was erected at the

’
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¥

furthest end of the planned village a long way from the nearest

nelghbours, agalnst the advice of the Area Administrator. This was

the preference of a small group who did not want to be tos close to

the rest of the village (llaining 1968).

The Anglican-Roman Catholf{c dichogomy is the broaﬁest
division in the village. The origins of the rcliglous schism have
boen discussed Chapters T1 and ILI. In 1931 the Catholic Missionaries
located in an area occupied by the largest core population group in
northern Foxy Basin. The conversion of the Avajuk familles meant that
the remafning groups, including the majority of the periphcrai popu~
latfon, were to become dodbly isolated from the Igloolik core grohp
by a religious ;1fference overlald on existing soclal and cconomic )
differences,

The ramifications of this division are still evident in the
present village of Igloolik. 1In the Catholic section of the village
the majority of families are the direct descendants of the influentlial
leader of ,Avajuk in the 1920's and 1930';. Map 7 shows the location -
;f this Ava]juk group'in Igloolik in 1969, All the families marked are
the direct descepdaﬁts of the former leader. A number of marriages
between: cousins, ahnt and nephew, further consolidates this group, and
the‘original pover structure of Avajuk has been duplicated in Iéloolik
(Unpublished field notes 1968). Osher families who moved to Manitok
aftcr.the dispersal éf the Avajuk people are also associated with this
group, although they live somewhat apart in the modern village.

A second group in the Catholic section 18 centred on a
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family that %as lived there for about 20 years associating with the

Mission (group 2, Map 7). 1In 1968 the old couple had gathered their

children and their &mﬁﬁies around them - sons and married daughters,

The old woman explained that "I like to have my chlere; near ‘me"
(Unpubllshzg field .notes 196g;, forming a s;all "camp" within the
larger village. 1In 1969 the visit of a town planner from Ottawa re-
sulted 16 the disruption of shis combonent. The houses were moved tpo
fit the town plan, but the group malntained lts compactness.,

In contrast the Anglican section of the village is very

complex in structure. The overall scttlement pattern of this part

of the village Ls one of swmall groups of relatives, or former assoc-

P

lates, rarely more than three or four in meighbouring houses, together
with isolated individuals, or scattered family groups. In 1969 there
were 41 Anglican families, and 25 Catholic families in Igloolik. All
but two of the Angllca: families lived fogether In ong¢ section of thg
village, but it was not possible to isolate large groups, elther of
close relatives, or of former aSsociaLes in other settlements., 1In
general the origins of the Anglicans are diverse, and the majority
have been assoclated with several settlements during their lifetimes.
Many of them are families categorized as peripheral before centraliz-
;tion. Their scattered locatjon within the Anglican section of the
village rcfleéts the heterogeneous origins of the Anglican population.
It indicates the large proportion of periphe{al families, and an absence

of tight-knit co-opcrative groups, such as the twe dominant Catholic

groups, that would have the desfre, or necessary pressure to arrange

.

e

)
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housing located to suit their common nceds.

‘ost of the Kapuivik people moved to Tgloolik, but
apart from one group consisting of the leade}, his son and his
nephew, members are dispersed throughout the Anglican part of the
village. This possibly reflects the diverse origins of the Kapul- . .
vik population In the early 1940's (Chapter 1V), and later tensions
between segments reported Ly Damas in 1961 (Damas 1963).

However, some groupings are evident. Several former
nembers of Akunik live close to each other, as do .en from Iglgjuak,
and Agu. The Agu famillies moved to Tgloolik in the autumn 6f 1969
and set up a tent yillagc away from the planned settlement.

The Anglican minister, himself formerly attached to several
peripheral groups in northern Foxe Basin and Pond Inlet, lived in a
self-buflt house, and his sons, brother, and bruther-in~}dw lived in
houses nearby forming dnother small group within the Anglican part of
the village.

In 1968 and 1969 five Catholic families also lived in this
sectlion of the village. One other household consisted of a woman from
the Avajuk core group, married to and {fmmigrant from the Western Arctic.
This family had never been residentially stable, and had moved fre-
quently to other settlements.

The houses themselves in the Anglican part of the village
are very mixed in type, and three bedroom, two room, and one room

houses constructed in different years are found next to each other in

the two longest rows. This reflects the piecemeai development in which
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ﬁ'
isolated individual houses were constructed. It suggests a lack of "
i

groyp interest in their location, as well as a gradual migration to
Igloolik of these people, in contrast to the group solidarity evident
among the Cathd&lcs.

In 1969 few families were of mixed religifous origin,
although there were several young couples from different religious .
background@ meeting, for ecxample, at the Youth Club dances,

The disEI;ction between the Cat@olic'and Anglican sections
of Iglooltk is further emphasized by the use of the Bell Telephone
system. Telephones are used for calls getween households in the village,
and only Ej;ely for outside calls as untli 1552 these had to ug'mada
by radio telephone through the operator in Igléolik. Telephones are

used as a substitute for visiting, and their presence may be taken as

an indication of the amougt of interaction between renters.

" In November 1968 32 Lskimo houscholds were renting telephounes
(Bell Telephone, 1968).- Wéll over half of these were in Catholic house-
holds. In all 467 of Catholic famililes rented telephones, in contrast

with 27Z of the Anglicans. 1If it is assumed that there is more tele-
‘ .

phoning within each of the two groups than Detween them, as is the case

with visiting, this suggests that the Catholic members of the village
form a closcr group, with a greater degree of intevaction than the
Anglicans. The location of telephones appears to reinforce the conclus-

ions drawn from individual locations within the village in suggesting

a greater cohesion amowgthe Catholig segment of the Igloolik population.
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HALL BEACH AND THE D.E.W. LINF STATION

\\\ In 1969 little more than half (54) of the population of

Hall Beach was drawn from local settlements in the southern part of

{
the reglon, that is from Foster Bay, Parry Bay or Vssuajuk. Thirty
9
five per cent of the people of Hall Beach were immigrants to the

reglon, Of the remaining few people (12) half were men who had been

1 4

assgsoclated with numerous settlements {n northern Foxe Basin, and the

others were from the Avajuk group in Igloolik,
‘ As would be expected from- the hilstory of religlon in the
‘ area, the majority of Hall Beach families are Anglican. There are
several Catholic familles, however, served By a permanent Mlssloq
(Map 8). These families are mostly immJgrants from Repulse Bay or
Southampton Island, together with the two or three families from Ig-
loolik who were in the area bccauseﬁof‘#hcir employment (Figure 55).
The Caghnl}gs are concentrated near the Mission, but there
is not the sharp division found in Igl olik: and indeed the underlying
soclal differences between the two religious groups are absent in Hall
Beach. This 1s also demonstrated by the number of marriages crossing
religious lines, of which there were a number in 1969.
The major-part of the Igloolik Esklimo population at Hall
Beach was formerly periphral to the cc?e settlement areas in northern
Foxé Basin, and today Hall Beach is pekipheral to Igloolik as a settle-
ment area. In that respeg5¢£hé local Eskimos of Hall Beach have much,

in common with the immigrant members, as both groups have a history of

. movement between settlements rather than of residential stability. It

-

Pt
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FIGURE 35 -
ORIGINS OF FAMILY HEADS FOR HALL BEACH AND
~FOX MAIN D.E.W. LINE STATION 1969
A. Hall Beach
R.C. Anglican Total

Local viliages 0 '%P . 20
Southampton Island
and Repulse Bay 8. 11
Arctic Bay 2
Igloolik 0°

¥ Other N. Foxe Basin W1 1
B. Fox Main ~
Local villages . 0 2 2

\

Southampton Island | 1
and Repulse Bay 1 1 37
Igloolik 1 0 1
Other N. Foxe Basin 1 ’ 0 )
Western Arctic 1 0 1

.Source: Unpublished fleld notes

appears that the fundamental form and origin of structural differences
between the two villages Igloolik and Hall Beach, not to mention finer

internal structuring, have been totally overlooked by other workers in

the area, who continue to make such statements as:

1Religion Unknown

-
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a

[the] continuity of a patri-centred neighbor-

hood in a moiety divided community ... is

more obvious for Igloolik than Hall Beach (de Pena 1972, 48)
without suggesting any explanations of the differences obsgryed.

The core group of Foster Bay, which moved to Parry B;ay at
the time of the population dispersals of the late 1940's forms one
_ well defined group in Hall Beach, glosely associated with the Anglican :
church. Similarly the former Ussuajuk and Parry Bay people maintain
their links, but there is less group cohesioh than_among the' core ]

>

groups in Igloolik.

. Economic Alternatives

Economic opportunities in the Igloolik region are limited.
In 1968 and 1969 four alternative means of livelihood were available
tq the }globlik papulation. o C
1) Hunting and trapping
11) Work for wagea
1i1) Crafts .
iv) Social as%istance in the form of pensions, family allowance and
welfare payments
Although it 1s possible to combine‘two or mot‘e of these sources of

income, the number of alternatives actually availavle to the majority

of men ﬂa'generally small.

Ll




193

HUNTING AND TRAPPING

Hunting Pattern 1968-1969

In 1968 and 1969 the activities of the majority of
Igloolik Eskimo hunters were based on yeér round residence at either
Igloolik or Hall Beach. Mahy.hunters relocated at one or several
temporary settlements established near the hunting territories in the
months of June, July add August, some for the whole summer, others
for shorter periods. The establishment of outlying camps is partic-
ularly necessary for residents of Igloolik because iﬁe conditions in
Turton Bay are usually bad fop much of July and August, and prevent
travel to and from hunting areas. There 18 a less well defined move-
ment to summer camp from lHall Beach. The section of the coast there
normally loses its ice early in the season making open water travel
possible and consequently the men hunt out ;f the main village.
Seasonal variations in the pattern of sea manmal hunting of Igloolik
residents are described fully by Beaubier (1970 46-72). In winter there
ig little activity. Hunting is éonfined to the floe edge neérest the
villages, and concentrates largely on ringed seal, although bearded seal
and walrus are occasionally taken. Men who trap fox do so largely
on the parts of Melville Peninsula nearest Igloolik and Hall Beach. The
amount of trapping activity depends on the current trade price, and
the abundance of fox in any particular year (Figure 58).

Spring hunting from Igloolik (Map 9) is concentrated on the
floe edge along an arc from Kaersuit, past Igloolik Island to Foster

Bay, which-was the area traditionally hunted by the Avajuk people in the

)
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first half of this century. Hunting from Hall Beach is along the floe

edge to Foster Bay in the north, and Parry Bay in the south. The
emphasis for both is ogn ringed seal.
. L

In summer, canoes are used in open water hunting for
ringed seal, bearded seal, and walrus. The area covered by hunters
is far greater at this time of year (Map 9)., Igloolik hunters work
in an area of northern Foxe Basin ap to 40 miles out from the Kaer-
suit»Fo;ter Bay arc. Hall Beach hunters travel between Foster Bay
and Parry Bay, and out into Foxe Basin as far as the Manning Islands
for walrus.

In autumn the hunting territory is reduced (Map 9), but
with the dispersal of ice from the bays west of Igloolik Island it
becomes possible for boat traffic to penetrate there. Ringed seal
are hunted in the open water in the vicinity of Avajuk and Manitok,
and as far as the mouth of the Fury and Hecla’Strait. Caribou hunting
is an important autumn activity. Hunters may go on exténded hunting
trips to Baffin Island, particularly to the area around Erke (Map 2).
August is the time when most white whales amd narwhals are taken.

The activities of the Igloolik hunters are a continuation T
of the hunting pattern that existed in Avajuk in the 1930's after the
acquisition of whgiebuats. Huntéts are certainly .wore mobile now,
particularly in summer with the increased individual ownership of"
canoes and motors. It 1s possible to commute-longer distances from

tﬁé\qéntral village to the hunting area, although fuel consumption is

~N
a limiting factor.

A7

<




In general the hunting territory is that traditionally

exploited by the Igloolik Island population. However, there are two
fundamental changes. Although the nmen of Igloolik hunt in the same

area this area no longer has the rich, aeeﬁtngly inexhaustable reeo;rcen
that formed the base of Avajuk's wealth. Furthermore hunting from *
Avajuk involved at most 30 men equipped with dog teams and sail

driven boats, with limited supplies of ammunition. Hunting from

¢

Igloolik now involves at least 50 men equipped with power boats and
snowmobiles, and having far easier’;cCeas to ammunition. 1In addi- -
tion there is a continuous movemeﬁt of boat or snowmoﬂile traffic
throughout the area, and between&tgloolik and ﬁall Beach. The dis~-
turbing effects oE hunting pressure, motor boats and‘snowmobi}es are
described by Beaubler (1970).

Game 1in the Igloolik darea has elther moved to quieter parts
of northern Foxe Basin, as the walrus began to do 20 or more years
ago, or else has become 1ncreasingl; wary of hunters, as with the
ringed seal (Braﬂiéy 1970). A man moving from a remote village to
Igloolik in 1969 did so knowing that '"hunting will become more diffi-

cult as game 18 scarce here." (Unpublished field notes 1969, 13).

e - T Hunters in both Igloolik and Hall Beac are now faced with

the alternatives of travelling further afield than they would like, or
can afford (sec next section), or of accepting a lower yield in the S
local area. It is probable that the situation will worsen with the

increased use of snowmobiles rather than dogsleds, and greater summer

boat traffic.



The Feasibility of Hunting: Costs and Returns

The basic requisites for a hunter are skill, environmgntal
kjfﬂhedgs, and the desire to hunt. Hunting ki1l and knowledge must
be‘acquiged over a long period,‘and young men need to hunt with ex-
perienced hunters. This requirement is increasingly difficult to
meet because of time which must be spent in school, particularly/by
those who have been away to boarding school in Chesterficld Inlet
or Churchfll., Young men not only emerge Eroﬁ school lacking training,
they may‘hﬂvu lost any LnLdrest‘in huncing other than in eating its
products,

Several youths who do waunt to hunt have no equipment and
dlttle skill and are therefore depcndeét on other pen for an oppor-
tunity to huut. These men may prefer to take other more experienced .
or better equipped partners. One informant in Hall Beach believes
that, "there are too few active hunters to train all the young men
eager to learn about hunting.’” (Unpublished field notes 1969, 3).

The two major cash outlny§ involved in hunting are invest-
ment in equipment,” and the_use~o{ ammunition and £¢él. Hurfters need-
rifles and ammunition ‘boats and outboard motors in summer, and sleds
and dogs or snowmob[l In winter, together with fuel or dog food and
suitable clothing, Figur® 56 gives the 1968 prices of some basic

hunting equlipment ba;ed on the Hudson's Bay Co. retail prices. _
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FIGURE 56

COST OF HUNTING EQUIPMENT 1968

Fuel

gasoline
najitha
kerosene
Tubricating oll

Ammunit lon
cost § no. cost $
22.95 - 85.95 50 1.25 - 4.10
89:95 - 1()9050 20‘ 10030 :
162.50 20 9.25
85.95 20 4.75
26.95 . 28 - 5.80
31.95 = 65.00, 25 - ‘ 4.10
] . . L. . ~ - o
cost $
2,675.00 (est)
345.00
500.00
850.00
2065.00
420.00 - 495,00
579.00
14.00
cost $

1.22 gallon

1.10 gallon

3.91 gallon ’ -
0.70 quart '

PR,

Sourch:

Beaubier 1970 239, 240,

V]
Based on Hudson's Bay price Lists 1968.

e
When hunting from the two villages the cost of fuel to reach resource

aveas, together with the” fuel used on the hunt ftself, s one of the

major expenses. Figure 57 gives some representatlve distances for

4

different types of hunting using canoes, together with the eatimated

cost in fuel. .

-

]

P
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FIGURE 57

COST OF FUEL IN OPEN WATER UUNTING FROM IGLOOLIK

-

av, miles

Type of hunt travelled - . gals. gasl cost of fuel
floe ecdge by canoe 68 7 ‘$10.50
Bearded scal from

Igloolik Point 39 . 9 13.50
Summer walrus 76 21 . 31.50
Open water hunting 45 8 12.00
Coastal ringed seal 92 17 25.00

Source: Beaubler 1970, 92, 240

Other incidental costs of hunt{pg include the consumption of motor
oll and kerosene for primus stoves. The cost of ammunition is another
ftem to be considered. ’Acco;ding to Beaubler (1970, 146) Fn animal is
ususally hit several times before it i3 recovered. Not all shots
fired find the'target. Estimated percentages of hits range from 90%
at seal breathing holes, 62% for shots from the ice to anlmals on the
lce, to as ng as 127 for shots from a moving boat at anima}s ‘in the
water (Kemp 1967-8). This represents considerable wastage of ammunition,
which costs on averagevbeiween 20 and 30 cents a shot.

A further requisite for hunting is time. Where wage labour
is available this may conflict directly with hunting. In one case a

man with full time emp{f&ment may only have the opportunity to hunt on

lGas consumption varies according to hunting techniques and load.
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weekends. If he is an Anglican he will notlhunt on Sunday. One day
18 hardly long enough for any type of hunting from Igloolik. Al-
ternatively a man who is primarily a hunter may need to earn wages
in order to mect hié hunting expenses (see Figure 56). 1In this case
he may take casual jobs when they are availagle, particularly in
summer.

Other sources of anome‘may‘be used. For exam%le'one
informant in Igloolik pays his son's hu&ting expenses with his dld
age pension, while another man with a full time job helped to buy
hunting equipment for his son (Unpublished fiéld notes 1969, 1 and
15). In both c;ses the products of the hunt weré shared. Evidence
of money carned by young people being used to subsidize‘hunting of
older family members was scanty, although such sharing undoubtedly
exlsts.

The main value of hunting to the Igloolik Eskimos is that
it is still the only source ;f fresh meat available to them, and it
proéideg the preferred food of the ma&ority of people. The proportion
of local food consumed 1n:each household is dgpendent on the number
of hunters, if any, in the family, their eqhipment, skifi and success,
and on the availability of purchased food such as flour, as well as on
individual taste. This naturally varies from family to family, and
between groups. The nutrition of the Igloolik Eskimos is the subject
of a separate study Sy the Intérnationai Biological Programme (Milne
1969, Kharusi n.d.), -
Families with cash income but no hunter may depend on the

i
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Hudson's Bay Co. or Co-Op. for food, but such food is mostly dried

or canned. The Co-Op. sold dried fish and frozen meat bought from

local hunters, but most people rely on obtaining fresh food from

!

members of their own family.

Other products of hunting are used in the home.

These

include cariboJ skins for winter clothing, sinew for seﬁing, seal

skins for boots and rope, seal or fox sking for crafts, and ivory

or antler for carving.

by the sale.of skins and other commodities to the stores. The returns

¥—\

Hunting and trapping also provide a direct cash income

from trading these items

are shown in Figure 58.

FIGURE 58

¥

TRADE OF SKINS AT THE IGLOOLIK RETAIL STORES 1964 - 1968

A

1964-5 - 1965-6 1966-7¢ 1967-8
av, av. _av, av,
item no. price | no. price no. price | no. price
polar bear 25 $ - 26 $93.95 31 $106.04| 17 $156.75
white fox 2,369 $ 8.28 461 $15.95] 3,789 $ 14.90| 974 $ 8.60“‘“\
ringed seal | 2,888 $ 9.39 (2,228 $ 7.33| 3,178 $ 5.99]628 $ 3.10
bearded seal 74 $20.20 80 $12.23 19 -$16.94} 32 $ 8.95

Source:

R.C.M.P. records, Igloolik 1968

The table indicates that these products are subject to serious fluctu-

ations in market price. In addition to this the cyclical variations in

fox numbers makes fox trading an unreliable source of income.

A suc-

cessful hunter could barely live satisfactorily on the proceeds of

hﬁnting. providiné sufficient food for his family and covering all

R
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his expenses, including the purchase of equipment, from the sale of
items shown on Figure 58. The majority of hunters must therefore

J
ugse another source of cash as well.

,

WAGE EMPLOYMENT

Wage employment in the Igloolik area provides a viagie
altcrnative}to hunting for only a very few people. Its most important
role uppeaﬁ; to be In érovidlng cash to subsidize .unting activities,
Although the number of‘oppOttunities increaged during this decade
with the development of the villages, the completion of large scale
construction projects at the end of the 1960's means that very littie
work is now available. Such work as there 1s, depends heavily on
government support and subsidies. Even the Hudson's Bay Co. relies

to a large extent on the input of cash through government subsidles

such as family allowance, into the communities.

Village Economy, Igloolik, 1968-1970

Only about half of the heads of the 86 Igloolik families
are hunter;. Some are able to earn wages, but many are unable to earn
a satisfactory income efither from hunting or from wage work. Figure
59 illust;ates the small number of household heads with full time

employment.
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FLGURE 59

OCCUPATION OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS IGLOOLIK 1969

Primarily hunters 46
Full time wages . 18

~ ’
Part time wagés 3

Ogsual wages (I{ncludes only
construction and Co~Op.) 20

Other - 20

N.B. Some men combined 2 or more occupations

Source: H. Milne, 1969

Opportunites for wage work included: school janitor,
teaching assistant, sales clerks for the Hudson's Bay Co. and Co-Op,
ﬁ.I.A.N.D. office staff and manual workers, The Indian and Northern
Health Service nursing station in Igloolik eméloyed three part time
staff as interpreters and assistants in 1969. Hall Beach is limited -
to D.I.A.N.D., Hudson's Bay Co., and I.N.H.S. staff. The D.E.W, Line
(Federal Electric Company) was curtailing its operations in northerm
Foxe Basin in 1969. That summer only eight Lskimos were employed by'
the Federal Electric Company there, and this number was due to be cut
to four by the winter of 1969.

Other opportunities In the region include part time work
throughout the year, and casual labour available at certain times of
the year only, especially in summer. In 1968 and 1969 sea 1ift pro-
vided the majority of jobs. There are occasional opportunities for

employment by visiting scientists or tourists. The presence of the

I.B.P. personnel provided employment for guides, {riterpreters, infor-
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mants and participants in specialistudies, but the moﬁfy received
was generally a negligible part of any individual's annual income.
Figure 60 shows ‘the growth of recorded cash income form

1959 to 1969.

FIGURE 60

CASH INCOME IGLOOLIK 1959 - 1969

1959 - 60 $16,000
1964 $20,811
1965 - 66 $47,000
1966 $63,967
1969 $99,000

Source: D.I.A.N.D. cash income records, Area Adminiatrator's Office,
Igloolik. '

\
?his increase 18 far from representing a satisfactory employment sit-

uation, as all employment is involved with serving gps village itself,

and is largely supported by the government. Without subslidies the

economy would collapse. Secondly, it is not sufficient to proyide

an acceptable income for even a fraction of the families in Igloolik.
Another limiting factor is that certain jobs require train-

ing, Ar such skills as the use of English, which are not available

to the majority of family heads. - These positions are generally filled

by personnel from the south, therefore most of the casual work that is

open to the Igloolik €skimos 1is unskilled. The construction crew is

composed of craftsmen from the south, including an electrician, a

carpenter, and foreman. Local men are employed only as labourers, in

L3

~
-
*
’
.~

X
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sﬁite of the fact thaé several of the young men have recelved vocat-
ional training in these skills. Most of the jobs available r:qulre'
men to conform to southern standards of punctuality and reliability,
leaving no room for other activities, and this frequently leads to
misunderstandings. The 1nd1vidu§ls hired by the construction crew,
for example, varied from week to week because men left to go hunting.
However, this does serve to spread the wage employment among more

individuals.

CRAFTS

The manufac;ure~of crafts such as soapstone and ivory
carvings, boots, parkas, harpoons or drums 18 a source of subsidiary
income for a large number of men, women and children. flowever, very
few people make it more than a hobby. No family received its primary
income from crafts in 1968 or 1969 (Unpublished field notes 1968, 1969).
Crafts bought by the D.I.A.N.D., and the Co-Op., and are sold privately,

particularly to visiting scientists, and D.E.W. Line personnel.

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE ’

There are a numper of household heads who, for any of

geveral reasons, are unable either to hunt or to earn wages. They may
be poor hunters, or own ligtle equipment, and therefore be uﬂwelcome ’
to join other men hunting very often., They may find the cost of
hunting'prohibitive (see Figures 56, 57), or they may be old, ill, or

disabled, and unable to hunt or work. Wage labour may not be available

to them. These families can draw on three sources of support. Crafts

o
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may provide a small income. Relatives may supply’ the family with

s B .
meat. " Covernment subsidies such as old age pension, disability pen-

sion, or family allowance provide a source of cash income to such .

fémilles. All three sourccs may be used by one family, and the
cash income |s often shared with a family member to help meet the costs
of hunting.

In 1968 and 1969 several families were primarily dependent
on pensions or some other form of social assistance, but family
‘allowances formed a subsidiary source of Income to almost every house-~
hold in Igloolik and Hall Beach, Because of the small overall cash

income of most families social ‘assistance in one form or another plays

-

a slgnificant role in the economy of both villages.

Religion, Group Control and Economic Opportunity

WAGE LABOUR AND HUNTING
It has been demon;trated above (Figures 56-58) that the
costs of hunting outweigh the normal monetary returns, although hunting
remains necessary for the provision of food. This difficulty is over-
come in several ;ays, including: '
i) A hunter re%ies on some form of sdclal assistance income in his
family, such as family allowance, or an older member's pension (see p.202). 3
i1) A hunter uses cash supplied by a member of his family with wage
employment (see p.202).
iii) A hunter spends part of his time .in wage labour in order to equip

himself.

iv) - A full time wage earner hunts in his spare time.
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At the beginning of the centralization movement 1t0bacame
clear that thé added cost of transport to hunting areas from the
village would make it impossible for many men to alford to hunt.
Consequently the Igloolilk Co-operative Soclety was formed in 1963 in
order to buy two peterhead boats for use in communal hunting (Beau-
bler 1970, 207). By 1969 the Co-Up. was a strong force in th; village,
providing work for {ts members, buying skins, meat, fish.oand crafts,
and retailing food, clothing, hunting equipment and fuel {n successful
competition with the Hudsop's Bay Co. The Society had acquired a
considerable amount of heavy equipment, and was therefore able to
obtain co?fracts from the Federal Government, for insgtance for levelling
an alr strip {n 1968, and for the construction of new buildings in 1969.

Communal caribou or walrus hunts in the two peterhead
boats provide a source of meat for members and their dogs during the
winter. The socliety also rented out such equipment as outboard motors
to members. The Co-Op. has therefore translated the traditional con-
cepts of co-~operation and mutual help between members of a group into
a modern context, However, in doing so it has also preserved the group
structures identified earlier in this thesis. The Co-Op. consists of
a strong, clogely linked membership of people from the Catholic core
group with a set of peripheral members from other smaller groups.

The Co-Op. is closely integrated wi;h the Roman Catholic
communlty, and in 1968 and 1969 the Catholic priest was one of its
chief forces, providing the Yital liafson between Eskimo and Western

societies. The core of the members are the descendants of the former
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residents of Avajuk, and its offshoot at Manitok, together with the

Second Catholic group associated with the Mission at Igloolik fer the

past 20 years.

The Co-Op is not exclusively Catholic though predominantly
so. Yhere arec a number of active Anglican members, but once again, .
as in oth:ar spheres, past and present, these people are peripheral to
the functioning of the Co-Op., and m;t vital to its existence or
continuation. \‘J/ *

The role of the Co-Op in integrating wage earning and
hunting is indicated by the discrepancy betvéen the pa Aein of w;ge
earning and the distribution of capital equipment L¥#feen the core and
peripheral groups in Iglooli.k. In bot_l:u 1968 and 1969 a greater number <«
of Catholics combined hunting with wage earniné ~- 15 Qatholica and 8 i
Anglicans 1in 1968 and 16 Catholics 7, Anglicans fn 1969 kBeaubier, Brad-
ley, and Vestey 1970 38-42), Working for the Co-Op. facilitates such
a combinatlon as hours are flexible and men are able to take time off
to Hunt, whigh is not possible in most other work that is available.
Because of its role in providing wage labour, particularly in 1969 when
it received the D.I.A.N.D. housing contract, the Co-Op. has a strong
influence on the specific distribution qf wage income in Iglo&lik.

.Anglicans tended either to hunt or to work for. wages,™and

fewer men combined the two. The majority of the key permanent jobs ia—

P "

1968 and 1969 were held by Anglicans, several oLwhciEi/lénged to the
same family. These men have no time to hunt except on annual holidays,

yet they own large amounts of capital equipment. C

e
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As noted tn the firat naéclon of this chapter the Ang-
licans in Igloolik comprise a ;umher of amall kin groups, Sharing
appears to bo limited to thase kin groups and there (s an abmence of
the dargo co-uperative network that exints amopgthe Catholic groupa,
Thare wan a marked contrast hetweon hintars with wminimal hunting equip-
ment, and men well equipned with boat, motor, and doge or anowmobilens,

-

A murvey of capltal equipment bolonging to a saample of

[ 3

Yh
houscholda {n Tglonlik in 1968 (Unpubliahed fleld notea 1964) pro-
vidod soma striking contrasta batwoen the material wealth of Proteatant
famtlien, Figure 61 Ahovae the equipmont ownod by a full time wage
earner, compared with one of woeveral poorly equippod tull time hunters,
Anglican howehelde nhowed no pronounced tondoncy towards

d
ownurship of group property or towards the sharing of equipment,

and moé with no equipment were at a dinadvantage in boing dependent,
for «xnmpln.\on a place in a boat belonging to momeone olue, rather
than a straightforward sharing of equipment, \Snvnrnl Auul!vnn’mvn who
lacked uufY(v;onl equipmont, hired {tems from the Co-Op. becauno they

had no kin able to share with them,

In contraut the nujnrlty\o( Cathol{c familinn surveyed

‘ tended to tall between the two extremon shown in Fligure 61, None were

so well oquipped an family A, yot few men relying on Wunt(ng for thair
livelihood had access to as little hunting oquipment An 8. The key to
thlgidtffurencc is not that the core group owned more equipmont, but

rather that tho equipment {s shared within groups of hunters.- Hunter

z

B does make use of a boat {n hunting,. and gous hunting whenever ha can,
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FIGURE 61

EXTREMES OF CAPITAL EQUIPMENT OWNED BY HOUSEHOLDS

o WITH ACTIVE FAMILY HEADS, IGLOOLIK 1968

I

Family A (full time wages)

Family B (full time hunter)

(rented 3 bedroom house)
tent ' -
electric sewing machine
washing machine .
stereo tape recorder

stereo record player

2 radios

deep freeze

refrigerator

electric iron P
(telephone)
furniture
wall lamps
‘kitchen equipmen

Coleman lantern and stove
1 sled

1 Skidoo

22 foot canoe

33 HP engine

.222 rifle

.303 rifle

.22 gun

binoculars

fish net -

tool kit

camera

"walky-talky" radio set

' s tore-bought

(rented 1 bedroom house)

\4

record player
electric radio i

Primus lantern and stove

2 gleds
11 dogs, S pups '

.303 rifle
.22 gun
telescope

hammer and caw

-

Source: A survey of a sample
field notes 1968)

of 54 households in Igloolik, (Unpublished




211,

L ¥

yet he, aéd others like him, made no reference to sharing ownership of
the boat or boata he travels*in. Several Anglican men made such state-
ments as "I have no boat, and have to use other peopie's" (Unpublisheé
field notes 1968, 2).

Among the Avajuk group the questionsa 'do you own a motor?"

H]

or "do you own a boat?'", werec repeatedly answered by such statements as

T "it helongs to Lhe group" (Unpublished field notes, 1968). Four of the

-

six men who stated that they owned boats shared them with other members of

the group. In contrast only one of the nine boats in the sample1 belonging

to Anglicans was shared by two brothers, and this boat was not used for
eunting. Similarly four out of seven Catholics having a mbtor shared it
with the group, comparéd with one motor out of 11 in the Anglican sample.
These facts polnt to a fallure of the Anglicans to distrib-
ute cash income among themselves. A further indication of their fragmented
nature which may serve to explain the situation in the 1930's when the
Avajuk men bougnt whaleboats, while peripheral populétion both ‘in Avajuk
and in other settlements did not. This difference in co-operative be- -
hav}our has already been postulated as the caﬁse of the contraatarin the

preceding chapters. .

Summary
The group organization described in this chapter refers to
the period immediately following the completion of sectlemeng central-

ization. Since then the Igloolik Eskimos have responded to other

factors related to their centralized location, in particular the con-

° ‘

1
The sample included approximately equal numbers of Anglican and Catholic
f&ﬂil 1&8 . ‘

L

s

~2
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tinued‘residence in a large village with no clear prospects of further
econbmic development, but rather the'cxpectacion of a decline in

wage opportunities following the early stages of intensive vill&ge
growth. Theée‘has béen increased contact with aspects of the larger
Canadian society, {ncluding forms of local as well as Territorfal and
'fedaral government. I additlon t;:this factdrs related to individual
personality and leadership ability have affected village organizatlion,
However, the fundamental structure of Igloolik and Hall Beach des=
cribed above,-whfbh stem fr;m pnttcrné“gf settlement and socldl organ-
ization developed prior to centralization, continue to form the base
on which the internal orgnnizition of Igloolik and Hall Beach will

develop in future.
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CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSION

‘ The description and aﬂlyais of the process of settlement
and migration of the Igloolik Eskimos has shown that the growing
involvemeat of the Eskimos with Western society in this century has
led to fundamental changes In their relationship with the natural
environment. JImproved technology was one of the most important factors,
and ihi% was linked to subsistence behaviour, which was in turn ligked
to settlement and mobiliéy.

In Chapter I it was suggested that settlement centraliza-
tion was made possible because technical and cultural changes provided
viable options to dispersal, allowing more people to live in less
space, The large stable villages that developed in the 1930's
were indeed a result of improvements in subsistence technigues with
the use of guns and whaleboats,

The optimum size of settlements was passed whenh technolog-
ical improvements resulted in overexploitation of local resources,

a process sugpgedted in Chapter I and described and analysed in Chapter
IV. As a result the population dispersed over a wider area, and more
villages were established in order to exploit new resource areas.
Settlement continued to be based on central villages, however, and
there was no return to previous patterns of high seasonal mobility of

settlement units.

Recent centralization in'Igloo%lk and Hall -Beach is, in

i
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one respect, a continuation of this trend to increasingly sedentary
settlemefit, resulting from improved exploitative techniques. This ]
movement,ﬁand the maintenance of present fixed settlements is only
possible with a considerable input from the larger Canadian society.
Tﬁ; present settlement pattern is largely a result of Federai Govern-
ment policy, and would be impossible to maintain without government
support. As in the 1940's the optimum size of settlements has been
~passed in respect to exploitation of local game resources, but lin-
kage with Western soclety has so far made it possible for the village
to continwe to grow, and local resourc=«# to décline without the nec-
essity of‘finding new options and alternatives of village maintenance.
Among the quéstions raised in Chapter I was the posslibil-
ity of dividing the population into core and peripheral groups defined
by mobility and attachment to specific settlement areas. The thesis
has identified such a breakdown of population. Members of core groups
are characteéized by residential stability, the attachment to one
settlement site or scttlement area, and membership of large, close-~ : .
knit kin groups. ’The core group of Igloolik Island is the most
striking case. They consisted of one large kin group that maintained
its solidarity by group endogamous marriages. They were strongly
attached to the Igloolik Island settlement area, £nd were reluctant to

leave, even when deteriorating local resources made relocation impera-

tive. The group was further differentiated from others by a religious

differenée, and still retains a large degree of solidarity in the modern :

village of Igloolik. Another core group was identified in Foster Bay
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in the earlier paft of the century, wﬁich later moved to Parry Bay in
the 1940's. Members of this group are now resident in Hall Beach.

In contrast to these more stable core groups, the theslis
identified a peripheral population characterized by frequent movement

between gettlements in northern Foxe Basin, or beyond the region.

Characteristically they were members of small or scattered kin groups.
In terms of the modern settlements they nave less solidarity or
economic bower than members of core groups. These differences, iden-
tified in the recounstruction of settlement history from 1900 to the
1960's, may still be observed to suome extent in the struc;prc and or-
ganization of the modern villages of Igloolik and Hall Beach.

In the late 1940's the population of Avajuk and Akunik
experienced environmental stress resulting from the overexploitation
of local resources, and such disadvantages as the high incid;nce of
111 health. They responded by dispersal of settlement. At present
the populations of Igloolik and Hall Beach are undergoing a similar
sttess. Local resources are no longer able to support the whole pop-
ulation, and the cost of hunting is high. However, they are in the

.
centres by virtue of their dependence on the larger Canadian society,
and have few real alternatives. Core and peripheral population alike
responded to the facilities and services available in the centred, in
particular heated and maintained housing, leaving remote settlements
where hunﬂing agxpenses are high; and access to Western facilities is
poor. "Many people moved to the centres attracted by the housing

available there, but have now had the opportunity to realize that the



b ’ % o

' 216

N
L1} A

]

centres have only lfmited facilitiés to offer. One dmaflrgroup

returned to a remote settlement in 1972, and .others have expressed

the desire to do 803 | )

v
* *
.

I like the village, but if they took
our houses away I'd go back to camp.
. (Unpublished field notes 1969, 16).
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APPENDIX A

The Settlement History Questionnaire Used 1in.1969

o

(Introduction of purposes and description of informa‘tion required,
showing a.copy of the questionnairg in Eskimo syllabics and z;map
of the Igloolik reglon.)
1. VWhere were you born?

a. Man

b. Wife
2. Where did you live as a young man/woman before you were married?
3. VWhere did you live at the time of your marriage and immedlately
afterwards? |
4. What are your parents names?
S. Where did they live when they were young? (General)
6. Who else lived at: (names of settlements mentioned) when you were
there? (how related, etc.) Where are they now, who are their sur-
viving relatives, etc. (if not known)?

i

7. How long did you live at (each settlement)? What economic
activlities were most important, what was the seasonal cycle, etc.?
8a. l}hat i8 the name of your first child? Where was he/she born?
(addi&ional information on whAer’e child is now, name of spouse, etc,
if noll known) .

b. D/itto for second child, etc.

9a. When (child 1) was born at (settlement) which other families

lived] there with you? \ ‘ . .
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How are/were you related? Where are they now (etc. if
not known)?.

H?:r '\long did'you/they live there? What was the seasonal
cycle?

b. Ditto for child 2, etc.
10. Why did you move from (settlement X) to (settlement Y)? (from
questions 3 and 4) Who did you move with, etc? (amplify history of
movement outlined in questions 3 and 4)
1la. Wher did you move permanently to Igloolik/Hall Beach?

b. What made you decide to move {in?

c. Views of vitllage versus camp, e.g. school, nursing station,

d. Preferences for the future, preferred occupation of thelir
chiliren, etc.
124. Do you have any relations beyond the Igloolik region?

b. Have you ever visited them 'there?

c. What ot:hv.er(\i journeys have you made beyond the region? (date by age
of children, purpose, companions, length of visit, .etc.) .
1}. Names of both sets of parents (enlarge questions 4 and 5) Where
were they born, summary of '/life history, where they lived, who with,

etc. Further details of other relatives and associlated families)

14. Further questions arising from 1nterview.
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/ : Sample Field Notes 19691
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